PSYC 211 Developmental Psychology, Spring 2009
Section 005 – Innovation Rm 105 Wed 7:20-10:00 pm
Instructor: Daniel J. Zapp

Email: dzapp@gmu.edu
Office: David King 1020P (Cognition, Affect & Temperament Lab)
Office Hours: Wednesday 1:00 - 2:00 pm or by appointment
Office Phone: (703) 993-2241
Texts (Required): 
-Berk, L. E. (2008). Exploring Lifespan Development. 1st Edition. Pearson Education. 
Objectives: Developmental science is the study of how humans change and how they stay the same throughout the course of their lives. In this class, we will focus primarily on cognitive, emotional, and social development during infancy, childhood, adolescence, and throughout adulthood. This course is designed to provide students with a basic understanding of the principles of developmental psychology as well as the ability to comprehend and appreciate research carried out in this domain.
Technology: Students will be expected to access and use Blackboard on a regular basis (https://gmu.blackboard.com). Important class information, such as the syllabus and articles, will be posted here. To access Blackboard, students should use their George Mason email ID and password. In addition, students should check their GMU email account regularly. Be sure to check that new messages can be received and that you are not over the message limit. You also have the option for your GMU account to be forwarded to another email address.
Grading: Exams: 60%, Article Reviews: 25%, Class Participation: 15%
Exams: There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams and one cumulative final exam based on the readings and lectures throughout the semester. Any one exam is optional as I will only use the three highest exam grades in my final calculations. Because of this, no make-up exams will be given. 
Article Reviews: It is vitally important that students are able to understand research articles published in the field of developmental psychology. You will be required to read four (4) research articles throughout this course and write a 1-2 page review for each article. This review will include: Identifying the research question and variables (dependent and independent); briefly describing the research design and methods used; and summarizing the results and conclusions of the study. These articles will be chosen and distributed to students via Blackboard. These reviews are due at the beginning of class on the dates noted below and must be printed out. 
Class Participation: Students are expected to come to as many classes as possible, ask questions, and participate in discussions. Some assignments will be handed out during class and will be due before the end of class. These assignments cannot be made up. 
Extra Credit:  Students can obtain extra credit by participating in experiments sponsored by the GMU Psychology Department (http://gmu.sona-systems.com/). Each hour of recorded participation will raise your final grade by .5%. You will receive credit for six hours maximum or a 3 % increase in your final grade. This is entirely optional and can only increase your grade. Other extra credit opportunities may arise at my discretion.
Final grades will be assigned as follows: 
A+= 97-100%

A=93-96%
A-=90-92%




B+=87-89%

B=83-86%
B-=80-82%




C+=77-79%

C=73-76%
C-=70-72%




D= 60-69%

F= <60%

Tentative Schedule: 

	Date
	Topic 
	Chapters / Assignments

	
	FOUNDATIONS 
	

	Jan 21
	Syllabus; Basic Issues and Research Methods; Biological and Environmental Foundations

	Chapters 1, 2

	
	INFANCY AND TODDLERHOOD
	

	Jan 27
	Prenatal Development and the Newborn; Physical Development in Infancy/Toddlerhood


	Chapters 3, 4


	Feb 4
	Physical and Cognitive Development in Infancy/Toddlerhood


	Chapters 4, 5



	Feb 11
	Cognitive, Emotional, and Social Development in Infancy Toddlerhood


	Chapters 5, 6

Article Review 1 Due

	Feb 18
	EXAM 1
	Chapters 1-6


	
	EARLY CHILDHOOD
	

	Feb 25
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional, and Social  Development in Early Childhood

	Chapters 7, 8

	
	MIDDLE CHILDHOOD
	

	Mar 4
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional, and Social  Development in Middle Childhood


	Chapters 9, 10
Article Review 2 Due

	Mar 11
	Spring Break – No Class this Week


	

	
	ADOLESCENCE 
	

	Mar 18
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional, and Social  Development in Adolescence

	Chapters 10, 11


	Mar 25
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional, and Social  Development in Adolescence
	Chapters 11, 12



	Apr 1


	 EXAM 2
	Chapters 7-12

Article Review 3 Due


	
	EARLY ADULTHOOD
	

	Apr 8
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional, and Social  Development in Early Adulthood

	Chapters 13, 14

	
	MIDDLE ADULTHOOD
	

	Apr 15 
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional, and Social  Development in Middle Adulthood 

 
	Chapters 15-16

	
	LATE ADULTHOOD
	

	Apr 22
	Physical, Cognitive, Emotional and Social  Development in Late Adulthood; Death, Dying, and Bereavement

	Chapters 17, 18, 19
Article Review 4 Due

	Apr 29
	EXAM 3


	Chapters 13-19

	May 6
	FINAL EXAM 

7:30 – 10:15


	Chapters 1-19


( Any changes to the schedule/assignments will be raised in class and updated on the syllabus. 
George Mason Honor Code: Working in a group to discuss course material is encouraged, but all assignments submitted for the class and all exam performance should represent your own work. All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class and are detailed in your university catalog. 
Disability Help: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Add/Drop Deadlines: 

Last day to Add – 2/4/09
Last day to Drop – 2/20/09
