PSYCHOLOGY 300- Statistics in Psychology
Spring 2009
Section 209: Thursdays 6:00 PM -7:50 PM (Innovation 327)

Section 210: Thursdays 8:00 PM – 9:50 PM (Innovation 327)

   PRIVATE 

Instructor: 
Andre Garcia

Office:

David-King 1020D

Email: 

agarciaf@gmu.edu
Mailbox: 
David King Mailboxes

Office hours:  
Mondays 3:30 – 4:30 PM, Thursdays 4:30-6:00
Other times by appointment. Feel free to check if I am in my office any time. I will be in my office randomly in addition to the lab hours. 

Lecture:
PSYC 300 (005) Analysis and Interpretation of Psychological Data



Wednesdays 7:20- 10:00 PM;  Robinson A 250; Dr. Patricia Wanschura

Text:  

Gravetter, F. & Wallnau, L. (2007) Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences (7th ed )



Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning. (Required)

 

Goals:
The statistics lab is designed to give students an opportunity to apply material studied during the Psych 300 lecture section and to prepare for lecture exams. The lab provides students with a forum for asking questions, reviewing concepts, practicing statistical calculations, and learning to use SPSS statistical software. Simply attending lab and expecting results is unrealistic. This class is designed to give you in return what you are willing to invest.
Technology: 
We will be using the statistical package SPSS and Excel in most of the laboratory sessions. I will also be creating either a Google group for this class to post grades and for any other communication we may need to exchange that isn’t email. This will also help facilitate communication between students.

Exams:
Exams for the lecture part of class will be given during lab sessions. There will be 3 exams and a final. Exams will consist of multiple-choice, matching, true/false, short answer and problem questions. There will also be 2 extra credit T/F on each exam.  Calculators will be allowed, but all work must be shown.  Emphasis will be on concepts and correct use of formulas (a formula sheet will be given) rather than numerical answers. (Math errors only merit a .5 pt deduction). Exams will focus on the chapters covered since the last test, but the final will be partially cumulative (“choose the test” will include statistical tests covered on earlier exams).  THE FINAL EXAM WILL BE IN YOUR LECTURE CLASS! Exams will include material covered in lecture, laboratory, text and handouts. You will need a GREEN Scantron (882-ES - the one without the student ID number) and a calculator for exams. 

Grades: 
Your total lab grade will be worth 70 points of your total Psyc 300 grade.  The lab assignments will consist of worksheets completed during lab time, SPSS and Excel in-class assignments, and homework assignments. 

Worksheets: A 10-point worksheet will be completed during lab each week. 

SPSS/Excel: These computer assignments will also be in-class, and are worth 5 points. 

Homework: Problems will be assigned every week to be collected at the beginning of class the following week. Each homework assignment will be worth 10 points. Nine out of 10 will be required, for a total of 90 points. Late homework will be accepted up to a week late for up to 50% credit. 

Point conversion: Lab will consist of 70 points of your total grade for the course. The percentage of points gained from lab is taken out of 70 (for the course) to calculate your grade. For example, 135/165 points is 90%.  90% of 70 is 63 points.

Since the lab requires you to complete various assignments every week, it is important that you do not miss any labs. However, your lowest grade will be dropped from the homework, worksheets, and SPSS assignments, allowing you to miss one lab without harming your grade. Also, there will be extra credit opportunities during class throughout the semester. Missing a day of class may make you miss those opportunities. 

My Formulas to Success: 
· F- Do nothing

· D- show up and pay attention, and do some stuff

· C- show up, pay attention, and do class work

· B- Show up, pay attention, do classwork and homework

· A- Show up, pay attention, do classwork and homework, AND proactively read, study, outline and define key terms on your own.

Extra Credit:
There will be extra credit opportunities presented throughout the semester as they come up.

Honor Code:
All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class.

Disability Help:
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.


SYLLABUS*

	
	Chapters
	Assignments
	Homework Due Dates

	1/22
	Chap 1 + 2
	Worksheet #1 , Homework #1 
	

	1/29
	Chap 2 & 3
	Worksheet #2 & 3, Homework # 2 & 3
	HW #1

	2/5
	Chap 4 & 5
	Worksheet #4 & 5, Homework #4 & 5
	HW #2 & 3

	2/12
	Exam 1
	Exam 1
	HW # 4 & 5

	2/19
	Chapters 6, & 7
	Worksheet #6 & 7, Homework #6 & 7
	-----------------------

	2/26
	Chapter 8 
	Worksheet #8, Homework #8
	HW #6 & 7

	3/5
	Chapter 9 & 10
	Worksheet 9 & 10, Homework 9 & 10
	HW #8

	3/12
	
	NO LAB, Spring Break
	-----------------------

	3/19
	Exam 2
	Exam 2
	HW 9 & 10

	3/26
	Chap 11 & 12
	Worksheet 11&12, Homework 11&12
	-----------------------

	4/2
	Chap 13 & 14
	Worksheet 13, Homework 13
	HW #11 & 12

	4/9
	Exam 3
	Exam 3
	HW#13

	4/16
	Chap 15 &16
	Worksheet 14,15&16
Homework 14, 15&16
	-----------------------

	4/23
	Chap 17 & 18
	Worksheet 17&18, Homework 17&18
	HW #15 & 16

	4/30
	Review
	Review
	HW # 17 & 18

	5/7
	Optional
	Optional Replacement Exam
	



Last day to add – 2/4
Last day to drop – no tuition penalty - 2/3; 33% tuition penalty 2/10; 67% tuition penalty – 2/20.

Selective withdrawal period -2/23-3/27(Consult advisor for this option)

*Syllabus subject to change as necessary

