Principles of Learning Lab

PSYC 304  Section 201/202

Innovation 318


Section 201 Mon- 6:00-7:50pm


Section 202 Mon- 8:00-9:50 pm

Course Goals-

The purpose of this lab is to provide hands-on experience dealing with basic learning principles.  Instead of working with live rats in an operant chamber, we will be working with a computer simulation. The Sniffy program will give you the opportunity to work with virtual lab animals and collect experimental data.  We will work towards understanding, interpreting, and writing about our findings.
Psychology 304 meets the writing intensive requirement for psychology majors.  This requirement is met by successful completion of the required written assignments in the course and by successful completion of the Psychology 304 course with an overall grade of C.

Class Texts-

Alloway, T, Wilson, G, & Graham, J (2005).  Sniffy the Virtual Rat.  (pro version 2.0).  Thomson Wadsworth.

Domjan, M. (2006) The Principles of Learning and Behavior (5th edition). Thomson Wadsworth.

**Students are expected to bring the Sniffy book & CD to every lab
**Additional reading assignments may be given throughout the semester.

Attendance-

This lab is designed to help students learn how to apply learning principles to “real life” settings.  It will be difficult to succeed in this course without attending and participating in this lab.  Students are responsible for all materials and assignments covered in lab. If a student misses an in-class assignment or experiment, this cannot be made up at a later date.  No late assignments will be accepted. If a student cannot attend class, the assignment must be placed in my box and emailed to me prior to the beginning of the class on which the assignment is due.  Unannounced quizzes and assignments may be given at my discretion and cannot be made up at a later date.  

The points will be tallied as follows:

3 papers:


20 points each (total of 60 points)

Drafts of each paper:      
5 points each (total of 15 points)

In class participation:

15 points

Quizzes:


10 points (2 points for each of 5 quizzes)

BLACKBOARD: We will be using the Blackboard for assignments, notes, etc.  You need to be able to download and upload papers and presentations to Blackboard.  Make sure that you get any computer or internet problems sorted out at the start of the term.
HONOR CODE

All students are to act in a manner consistent with the GMU honor code.  All assignments are expected to be the student’s own, original work.  There is NO collaboration allowed on ANY assignments to be turned in to me without my express prior approval.  All information from outside sources is to be properly cited. Quotations in lab reports must be kept to a minimum and properly cited. 

Students with Disabilities
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me so that we can discuss any accommodations you may require while in this lab.  

However, in order to receive accommodations, you must also contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474, 

IMPORTANT DATES

February 4, 2009


Last Day to Add (Full Semester Course)

February 20, 2009


Last Day to Drop (Full Semester Course)

Note: This is schedule is tentative.  Topics and assignments are subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class.

	Date
	Tentative Topic

	Week 1

1/26


	· Go over syllabus (Note: Lab counts as 1/5 of total Psyc 304 grade). 

· Detail the goals of the lab.

· Intro to Sniffy

· Brief overview of the “nuts and bolts” of research design.

· Description of library resources, both in the library and online.
· Plagiarism discussion

	Week 2

2/2


	· Blocking- Intro and demonstrations

	Week 3

2/9
	· Blocking- Intro due

	Week 4

2/16
	· Blocking- Methods and Research due

	Week 5

2/23
	· Blocking- Discussion and Abstract Due



	Week 6

3/2
	· Pre-exposure effects/latent inhibition

· Experiment 2- Final blocking paper due

	Week 7

3/9

	No class- Spring break



	Week 8

3/16
	· Pre-Exposure effect

	Week 9

3/23
	· Pre-exposure effect- first draft due for exp 2

	Week 10

3/30
	· Pre-exposure effect 

	Week 11

4/6
	· Punishment- Final Pre-exposure paper due

	Week 12

4/13
	· Punishment

	Week 13

4/20
	Punishment

	Week 14

4/27
	· Punishment


	Week 15

5/4
	· Final Punishment Paper due

	


Instructor- Nicole Turygin


Email- � HYPERLINK "mailto:nturygin@gmu.edu" ��nturygin@gmu.edu�


Office Hours/Location- Mondays 5 -6,131 Thompson Hall and by appt.


Mailbox-  David King Hall 


Phone Number- 











