George Mason University

Psychology 313: Child Psychology

Spring, 2009

Wednesdays, 7:20-10:00 p.m. 

Enterprise 178
Instructor: Carol A. S. Morris 

Phone: 207-450-3936 (for emergencies only)
Email: cmorris2@gmu.edu (preferred)
Office Hours: by appointment

Course Description: 
This course will provide an overview of child development from conception through infancy and early childhood to early adolescence. The course will emphasize an empirical and theoretical approach to child psychology and will cover major topics including physical, cognitive, and social-emotional development. Throughout the course, we will discuss developmental theory, research and its current application in the field. The goal of this course is to help you become familiar with child development, to expose you to recent empirical literature, and to facilitate an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of human development.

This course will consist of lecture, discussion, and in-class activities, in addition to written assignments and the assigned reading. In order to be prepared to participate in class, I expect that you will have completed all assigned readings prior to each class meeting.

Technology:

In addition to the textbook (see below), I will post additional course materials on Blackboard; we will also use Blackboard for online communications. So, it is important that you log in and make certain that this course is listed in your Blackboard course folder. The URL for Blackboard is http://gmu.blackboard.com. Use your GMU email username and password to log in to Blackboard. I will use the email function on Blackboard to send messages and announcements, so please check this email regularly or have this email forwarded to an address you use regularly. 

Required textbook:

Patterson, C. (2008). Child development. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Recommended text:

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: APA. 

Additional readings: 

Additional readings related to class discussions and activities may be assigned; these will be made available on BlackBoard.
Policies:
Honor Policy: 

I expect each of you to comply with the GMU Honor Code by pledging not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. Information regarding the Honor Code and what constitutes academic dishonesty can be found in the undergraduate catalog or online at: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/. 

Accommodations for students with disabilities: 

If you have a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474 (located in SUB 1). All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. See the following website for more information about services available through GMU: http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/index.html. 

Attendance:

Attendance at every class meeting is important because information will be presented that is not in the textbook. Class participation is worth 25 points. Class participation points that are missed due to absences cannot be made up at another time. An excused absence requires a note from a physician or academic dean; certain religious celebrations may qualify as an excused absence. You are responsible for class work and announcements missed due to an absence. The last day to add is February 4th and the last day to drop is February 20th.

Class environment:

You are each expected to contribute to in-class discussions and activities in an active and professional manner, supporting the participation of other class members. Please be respectful of each others’ viewpoints. Also, please turn off all electronic equipment, including cell phones, pagers, I-pods, etc, during class. Laptops being used for note-taking are acceptable. 

Late assignments:

All assignments are to be submitted on the due date. In the case of unforeseen circumstances, such as a medical emergency, arrangements will be made on a case-by-case basis. 

Course requirements:

Class participation: 

Participation in class is essential to learning the material and succeeding in the course. You are responsible for reading all material before class and participating in discussion and in-class activities. Class participation will be worth 25 points toward your final grade. 

Exams:  
There will be a total of 3 non-cumulative exams, although, since development continues over time, information covered early in the semester may inform questions on exams later in the semester. The third exam will be administered during the scheduled final exam day and time. Exams will consist of multiple-choice and short answer/essay questions, and will be based on required readings, in-class activities, and lecture. Each exam will be worth 45 points.
In lieu of a 4th exam, there will be an Online Activity posted on BlackBoard and there will be no class meeting on that date (4/1/09). This assignment will be worth 25 points; further information regarding this assignment will be forthcoming.

You are required to take the exams as scheduled. Make-up exams will be given only for excused absences as defined in the undergraduate catalog and documentation will be required. You must notify me by 12:00 noon on the day of an exam if you will not be able to attend. Any necessary make-ups should be scheduled within 1 week of the missed exam. 


Research paper and presentation:
For both the paper and the presentation, you may work individually or in a group of no more than 3 individuals. 

Paper: In order to develop skill in writing scholarly papers, you will be asked to review the current literature on a topic of interest in child psychology and write a 10-12 page, APA style paper (12 pt. font, 1-inch margins). This paper is to be based on a minimum of 6 research articles from peer-reviewed journals. 

· A short 1-2 paragraph description of your proposed topic will be due Week 5 (February 18th). 

· A draft of your paper will be due in class Week 10 (March 25th) so that you can receive feedback before writing your final paper.
· The final version of your paper will be due Week 15 (April 29th).

· Your paper will be worth 30 points.

Presentation: Each person or group will sign up to give a 10-15 minute presentation based on your paper during class Weeks 13 and 14. In the case of group presentations, the various parts of the presentation must contribute to a comprehensive overview of the topic with smooth transitions between presenters in the group. The presentation will be worth 15 points.
Observations: 
During the semester, you will be asked to conduct two 20-minute observations of a child or children. For the first observation, you will be asked to observe an infant or toddler and use a running record to record your observation. For the second observation, you will be asked to observe a preschooler and use an event sampling method. These methods will be explained in detail in class and more information regarding this assignment will be forthcoming. For each observation, you will submit a 2-3 page paper describing your research question (what you were looking for), a brief description and analysis of what you observed, and further questions generated by your observation. Observation 1 will be due Week 6 (February 25th) and Observation 2 will be due Week 12 (April 8th).
Course Schedule
Remember: Please read assigned chapters before coming to class on the date indicated.
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading assignment
	Special instructions

	1
	1/21/09
	· Introductions
· Syllabus review

· Intro to Child Development
	Chapter 1
	

	2
	1/28/09
	· Heredity, Environment & Prenatal Development
· Observational methods
	Chapter 2
	

	3
	2/4/09
	· Birth & the Newborn Infant

	Chapter 3
	

	4
	2/11/09
	· EXAM 1 on Part 1
· Physical Development during  Infancy & Toddlerhood
	Chapter 4
	

	5
	2/18/09
	· Cognitive & Language Development during Infancy & Toddlerhood
	Chapter 5

	Synopsis of paper due 

	6
	2/25/09
	· Social & Emotional Development during Infancy & Toddlerhood
	Chapter 6
	Observation 1 due

	7
	3/4/09
	· EXAM 2 on Part 2
· Physical Growth in Early Childhood
	Chapter 7
	

	8
	3/11/09
	SPRING BREAK
	
	

	9
	3/18/09
	· Cognitive Development in Early Childhood
	Chapter 8
	

	10
	3/25/09
	· Social & Emotional Development in Early Childhood
	Chapter 9

	Draft of paper due

	11
	4/1/09
	· Online Assignment on Part 3
· NO CLASS MEETING
	
	

	12
	4/8/09
	· Physical Growth in Middle Childhood

· Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood
	Chapter 10

Chapter 11
	Observation 2 due

	13
	4/15/09
	· Social & Emotional Development in Middle Childhood
	Chapter 12

	Presentations

	14
	4/22/09
	· Physical Development in Adolescence
· Cognitive Development in Adolescence 
	Chapter 13
Chapter 14
	Presentations

	15
	4/29/09
	· Cognitive Development in Adolescence cont’d
· Social & Emotional Development in Adolescence
	Chapter 14 cont’d
Chapter 15
	Paper due

	16
	5/6/09
	FINAL EXAM on Parts 4 & 5
	
	


*Important Note: We may take more time to cover certain material than is noted on the schedule. You are responsible for staying current with all announcements and any changes to the syllabus that may be made in class, even if you miss class meetings. Any changes will also be announced on Blackboard. 

Grading Procedure:

	Assignment
	Number
	Points each
	Total Points Possible

	Exams
	3
	45
	135

	Observations
	2
	10
	20

	Online Activity
	1
	25
	25

	Paper
	1
	30
	30

	Presentation
	1
	15
	15

	Participation
	
	25
	25

	Total
	
	
	250


Grading Scale:

Point Range
Grade



232-250
A



225-231
A-



217-224
B+


207-216
B



200-206
B-



192-199
C+



182-191
C


175-181
C-


167-174
D+


157-166
D


150-156
D-


< 149
F

The grading criteria for all written assignments will be posted on BlackBoard. All assignments will be graded based on these criteria and your final grade will be based on the accumulation of points awarded. In some cases, you will be given the opportunity to revise and resubmit assignments, based on feedback given, to improve your grade. 
I am looking forward to a fun and challenging semester as we explore the complex nature of child development together.
