Psychology 320 – Psychological Tests and Measures

Spring 2009

Section 201: W 8:30 – 10:20am (Innovation 327)

Section 202: W 10:30 – 12:20pm (Innovation 327)

TA: Joseph Luchman

E-mail: jluchman@gmu.edu (preferred contact method)

Office: Robinson B, B213B (walk through door 213)

Mailbox: David King mailboxes

Office hour: Wednesday 1-2 and by appointment
Phone: 703-993-1349

Lab Objective
The primary objective of this course is to enable the student to critically evaluate psychological tests, and thus gain a greater appreciation of the usefulness and limitations of testing.  This will be done by providing:

(a)
a fuller understanding of the statistical and psychological concepts that underlie tests and test scores.

(b)
an in‑depth treatment of selected "landmark" tests.

(c)
a survey of a number of other tests covering the full spectrum of testing.

(d)
sources of professional criticism.

Grades: Your total lab grade will be worth 100 points of your total Psyc 320 grade (20% overall). The lab assignments will consist of worksheets completed during lab time, points related to attendance and the lab quiz.
Quiz: A single mid-term quiz will be administered, in-lab, during the semester (date TBA). This quiz will count toward 20 points of your lab grade. It will cover both statistical (BRING CALCULATOR!!) as well as psychological/substantive content related to testing and measurement.

In-class Work: In class work will vary from week to week based on the content covered in lecture but will entail working in small groups, to independent work evaluating and filling out surveys/questionnaires, to out-of-class (homework) assignments involving your own data collection efforts. Six 5 point assignments will be administered over the course of the semester (with perhaps 1 or 2 optional assignments to serve as “make-ups”). Missed assignments cannot be otherwise made up and late assignments will not be accepted. 

Attendance: Your presence in class accounts for 50 points of your total grade. Thus it is important to attend labs. 

HONOR CODE: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class, and these are detailed in the university catalog.
DISABILITY HELP: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic

accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Add/Drop Deadline for courses:

Last day to add: All Sessions – February 3rd
Last day to drop: All Sessions – February 20th
*Syllabus is subject to change. 
