ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY 

PSYC 325, Section 004
Office 2040 David King Hall  Office Hours Th 2:00 -2:50
SPRING 2009
MEETING TIME:  TUES & THURS 3:00 – 4:15   Krug Hall 5
INSTRUCTOR:  John H. Riskind (DK Hall 2043, 993-4059, jriskind@gmu.edu)

OBJECTIVES:  This course provides an overview of issues, theory, and research on the description, causes, and treatment of the major psychological disorders. 

TEXTBOOK:  

Alloy, B. L., Riskind, J. H., & Manos, M. J. (2005) Abnormal Psychology: Current Perspectives (2nd ed.), Boston: McGraw Hill 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING: The University Honor Code Must be followed.
     Grades will be assigned as follows: 93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 

80-82 = B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72=C-; 65-69 = D; below 65 = F. 

        Grades will be made up of:

1. Exam 1







25%

2. Exam 2







25 %

3. Final Exam







25 %

4. Class participation in projects




25 %

        I will consider all available evidence of class participation in final grades. This is determined in several ways:.

1. Your finding news stories or current events that help to add to the topics and that can lead to brief class discussion.  


2.  You can also participate by briefly describing a problem relevant to our topic that you know about in other people. Please clear this with me, in person or by email, before you do this.


3.  Attendance.  According to University Policy, “instructors can use “absence, tardiness, 
or early departure as de facto evidence of nonparticipation” that can be considered in 
grading.  You are responsible for letting me know if you are unable to attend class 
because I will periodically check on attendance. 
             By university policy, you must provide me, within the first two weeks of the semester, with the dates of major religious holidays on which you will be absent, and the dates for which you are requesting an excused absence for participation in any university-sponsored activity scheduled prior to the start of the semester, and as soon as possible otherwise.     

MAKEUP EXAMS:

    There will be no makeup exams or alternative ways to earn credit for exams with just these exceptions.  The only exception is if you have a medical emergency, religious holiday, or university activity as described above and these must be supported with documents. 
    Disability Accomodations.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

PSYC 325 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Week 1   JAN 22
	Introduction to Abnormal Psychology                  Chapter 1



	Week 2: JAN 27
	 Same                                                                  Chapter 1

	               JAN 29
	Diagnosis and Assessment:                                Chapter 2

	Week 3:   Feb 03
	Research Methods:                                             Chapter 3

	                FEB 05
	Psychodynamic, Humanistic Perspectives:        Chapter 5

	                FEB 05
	Cognitive – Behavioral Perspectives                  Chapter 4

	Week4    FEB 10
	Neuroscience Perspective                                   Chapter 6                                                                                   

	                FEB 12
	Anxiety Disorders:                                             Chapter 7

	Week 5   FEB 17
	  Same                                                                 Chapter 7

	               FEB 19
	Dissociative and Somatoform:                           Chapter 8                                                                    

	Week 6:  FEB 24
	    Same                                                                                                         

	                FEB 26
	                                         EXAM   1

	Week 7   MAR 03
	  Stress and Physical Disorders                                                                                                   Chapter 9

	               MAR 05
	 Same

	Week 8:  MAR 10
	                              NO CLASS.  SPRING BREAK.

	                MAR 12
	                              NO CLASS.  SPRING BREAK.

	Week 9:  MAR 17
	Mood Disorders:                                               Chapter 10

	                MAR 19
	                                                                          Chapter  10

	Week 10: MAR 24
	Personality Disorders                                        Chapter 11

	                MAR 26
	                                                                           Chapter 11

	Week 11: March 31
	Substance Abuse Disorders                               Chapter 12

	                APR 02
	                                                                           Chapter 12

	Week 12:  APR 07
	Sexual Disorders                                               Chapter 13

	                  APR 19
	                                                                          Chapter 13                    

	Week 13:  APR 14
	                                        EXAM 2

	                  APR 16
	Schizophrenia                                                   Chapter 14                                                                      

	Week 14:  APR 21
	  Same                                        

	                 APR 23
	Neuropsychological Disorders                         Chapter 15

Disorders of Childhood                                    Chapter 16

	Week 15:  APR 28
	Disorders of Childhood                                    Chapter 16

	                  APRIL 30
	Mental retardation                                            Chapter 17            

	Week 16:  MAY 5th last day of class
	Legal and ethical issues                                   Chapter 18 

	MAY 12
	                                         FINAL EXAM


