Syllabus for Psyc 372 (004) – Spring 2009

Instructor:   Dr Craig McDonald 

           
E-mail address: cmcdona3@gmu.edu
Class time:  TR 3-4:15 pm                       

(email is the best way to reach me)   

Class location:  Science and Tech II, Rm 7        
Office phone #:  703-993-2277

Office hours:
T 1:30-2:30 pm & by appt.                
Office location: DK 2018

Required Text: Kalat, J.W. (2007) Biological Psychology, 9th Edition     

                          Wadsworth/Thomson Learning: Belmont, CA.


  http://www.campusstores.com/gmu/index.asp
Deadlines:
Last day to add – February 4; Last day to drop – February 20
Goals and course description: 

The primary goal of this course is to explore the link between brain and behavior. The course will begin with an introduction to the field of neuroscience and will include material on basic neuroanatomy, synaptic transmission and the neural bases of the senses.  The neural underpinnings of both normal and abnormal behaviors will then be examined.  Examples include cognition, sleep, schizophrenia and mood disorders.
Assignments: 
There will be four exams.  Each will include multiple choice and/or short essay questions based on the lecture material.  All exams carry equal weight and the three highest grades will be counted toward your final grade in the course (i.e. you can drop one exam).  There will be no make-up exams.
Grading: 


Exams


33.33% each (33.33 x 3 = 100%)

Letter Grades
A+ (97-100%, A (93-96%), A- (90-92%), B+ (87-89%), B (83- 86%), B- (80-82%), C+ (77-79%), C (73-76%), C- (70-72), D (60-69%), F (59% & below)

Technology:


Lectures will be in PowerPoint format

Special needs:


If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Honor code:


Students are reminded of the university honor code and are expected to adhere to the principles thereof.
Tentative Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Required Reading

	January 22
	Introduction 
	

	January 27
	Historical perspective and Big Picture
	Module 1.1

	January 29
	Cells of the nervous system
	Module 2.1

	February 3
	Nerve Impulses 

	Module 2.2 

	February 5
	Nerve Impulses (cont.)
	Module 2.2

	February 10
	Synapses 
	Modules 3.1, 3.2 & 3.3

	February 12
	Neuroanatomy
	Modules 4.1, 4.2 & 4.3

	February 17
	Exam 1 
	

	February 19
	Visual System - The Eye
	Module 6.1



	February 24
	Visual System – Perception 
	Module 6.2

	February 26
	Visual System – Perception (cont.)
	Modules 6.2 & 6.3

	March 3
	Other sensory systems
	Modules 7.1 & 7.2

	March 5
	Brain Plasticity
	selected readings

	March 10
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
	

	March 12
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
	

	March 17
	Exam 2
	

	March 19
	Learning and Memory
	Module 13.1 & 13.2

	March 24
	NO CLASS
	 CNS meeting

	March 26
	Cognitive Functions
	Module 14.1 & 14.2

	March 31
	Cognitive Functions (cont.)
	Module 14.2 & 14.3

	April 2
	Sleeping and Waking
	Module 9.1, 9.2 & 9.3

	April 7
	Thirst and Hunger
	Modules 10.2 & 10.3

	April 9
	Exam 3
	

	April 14
	Movement
	Modules 8.1, 8.2 & 8.3

	April 16
	Emotional Behaviors
	Module 12/.1, Module 12.2 pp. 362-370

Module 12.3 

	April 21
	Mood Disorders
	Module 15.2 

Module 12.2 pp. 371-373

	April 23
	Schizophrenia
	Module 15.3

	April 28
	Selected topics from literature
	

	April 30
	Substance Abuse & Addiction
	Module 15.1

	May 5
	Review for Final Exam
	

	May 12
	FINAL EXAM
	1:30 pm


NOTE: You are responsible for all announcements and any syllabus modifications made in class each week whether you are present or not. 
