Psychology 414: Behavior Disorders of Childhood

Spring 2009

	Instructor
	Karen D. Bagley, MPH

	Email
	kbagley@gmu.edu (best way to reach me)

	Mailbox
	Graduate mailboxes in David King Hall

	Office
	Jazzman’s Café (in SUB I), (703) 587-0755

	Office Hours
	Thursdays, 10:45-11:45 a.m., or by appointment

	Class Hours
	TR, 12:00-1:15 p.m.

	Room
	Robinson Hall B205

	Text
	REQUIRED: Mash, E.J. & Wolfe, D.A. Abnormal Child Psychology, 4th edition (Students may also purchase 3rd edition (used) if desired)


Course Description 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to child psychopathology, with an emphasis on clinical characteristics, classification and diagnosis, epidemiology, etiology, theories, research methods, assessments and treatments. We will examine these disorders within the context of normal developmental process and the larger systems in which children live (family, peers, school). Attention will be devoted to the methods commonly used to assess and treat children, adolescents, and families. The definitions and etiology of these disorders will also be covered.
Course goals include the following:
· To increase student awareness of the spectrum of normal and abnormal child psychological development.

· To enhance student sensitivity for and understanding of minority/multicultural issues by infusing lectures with cultural perspectives and research data

· To assist students in creating a safe environment for intellectual conversation, debate, and exploration

Course Format
Given class size, the format of this course is primarily lecture, although classes will also include discussion, in-class exercises, and other materials. Class lectures will review the material in the text, clarify difficult material, answer questions, provoke discussions, and present information not covered in the text that may be on the exams.  

Course Requirements 

Exams (300 points). There will be 4 exams in this course. The lowest exam grade will be dropped, thus a total of 3 exams will count toward your final grade in the course. If you are satisfied with your grades on the first 3 exams, you may opt to not take the final. Exams, including the final exam, will primarily cover material since the previous exam, but may ask you to make comparisons or reflect upon new information as it relates to previous course material. Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer/fill-in-the-blank, and short essay questions.

In-Class Exercises (50 points). There will be a number of graded in-class exercises that will help you to think about the material in a way that will help you prepare for the exams. These in-class exercises will be conducted on a RANDOM basis. Thus, if you miss an in-class assignment, you will not be able to make it up unless you have documentation of hospitalization, jury duty, death, disability, or a car accident. There may be times when other, less severe circumstances cause you to miss or be late to class (severe traffic, cold/flu, work commitments). In these cases please use the extra credit provision to make-up the assignment.

Missed Classes and Exams

There is no requirement that you attend class. However, it is not my intention to use the class time to repeat what is in the book. Instead, I will cover themes that the book covers, but sometimes from a very different perspective, and this material WILL be on the exams. In the unfortunate event that you should miss a class, you will have to borrow notes from another classmate. You will also be held responsible for any changes to the syllabus announced in class.

There will be no make-up exams offered in this course. Instead, you will be permitted to drop your lowest exam grade of the 4 exams. Therefore, if you miss an exam FOR ANY REASON, or perform poorly on an exam, you may simply drop that exam in lieu of completing a make-up exam.  

Extra Credit

You will have an opportunity to earn extra credit points for participating in a psychology or related discipline research project if you are willing to provide me with a write-up regarding your participation. The write-up should be ~2 paragraphs in length and should include the hypothesis of the research project and a brief statement of what your participation entailed. You can locate studies through the Sona Systems website. Additionally, you may earn extra credit points for attending relevant psychology-related seminars or lectures if you provide me with a short (~2 paragraphs) write-up summarizing the lecture and providing your own personal insight into the information provided. Up to a maximum of 10 points—1 for each hour of research participation or for each seminar attended—can be earned.

Grading

Total Points.
(**REMEMBER-there is a 4th exam that will be DROPPED)
Exam 1


100 points

Exam 2


100 points

Exam 3


100 points

In-class exercises
  50 points




350 points (+ Extra Credit)

Grading Scale  

	A   = 93% +
	B+ = 87 - 89% 
	C+ = 77 - 79% 
	D  = 60 - 69% 

	A-  = 90 - 92% 
	B   = 83 - 86% 
	C   = 73 - 76% 
	F  = below 60%

	
	B-  = 80 - 82% 
	C-  =  70 - 72%
	


Honor Code

All students must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described by the GMU catalog (http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/index.html#Anchor13). Exam performances and assignments must be each student’s own work. If you have any questions about the honor code or permissible use of materials or collaboration, please see me.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

It is the policy of the University to make reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Such requests will be accommodated within the reasonable constraints of fairness and timeliness with regard to the instructor and the other students enrolled in the course.

Activation of GMU Email

Activation of GMU email is required. Students are responsible for checking email regularly as notices or other information relevant to the class may be dispersed via this method. If you do not regularly check your GMU email, please have your mail forwarded to another account.
Policies, Requests and Friendly Suggestions 
I want this class to be a productive and enjoyable experience for all of us. Here are some important things to keep in mind: 
· Read before coming to class and make sure to ask clarifying questions if there are things you don’t understand.
· My office hours are for you, so stop by! Or e-mail me any questions, concerns or comments that you may have. 

· Given that this course will touch on a variety of topics and sensitive issues it is expected that students will be respectful of one another in class discussions. Also I expect that students will be sensitive to the notion that many of the topics listed may be difficult for some to visit or revisit in the classroom format. If you find yourself experiencing such feelings associated with the content of this class, be aware that free counseling services are available to all students through the George Mason University Counseling Center (SUB I, Room 364; 703-993-2380). I am also more than happy to discuss with students any difficulties they are having and assist them in obtaining help if necessary. 

Reading Assignments

Note that what follows is a tentative schedule of the topics for the course. As the instructor, I reserve the right to change the syllabus as required to improve the quality of the course and the material included. It is the student's responsibility to become informed of any changes, as well as any other announcements or information disseminated in class. Unless otherwise specified, reading assigned for a given class period should be completed prior to that day’s class.

	Date:
	Lecture Info
	Assignments Due

	Class 1- Jan 20
	INAUGURATION DAY—NO CLASS!
	None

	Class 2- Jan 22
	Course introduction/Syllabus review/ Introduction to abnormal child psychopathology
	Chapter 1

	Class 3- Jan 27
	Theories and causes of child psychopathology
	Chapter 2



	Class 4- Jan 29
	Theories and causes of child psychopathology
	

	Class 4- Feb 3
	Research
	Chapter 3

	Class 5- Feb 5
	Research
	 

	Class 6- Feb 10
	Assessment, diagnosis, and treatment
	Chapter 4

	Class 7- Feb 12
	Assessment, diagnosis, and treatment
	

	Class 8- Feb 17
	EXAM # 1
	None

	Class 9- Feb 19
	ADHD
	Chapter 5

	Class 10- Feb 24
	ADHD
	

	Class 11- Feb 26
	Conduct problems
	Chapter 6

	Class 12- Mar 3
	Conduct problems
	

	Class 13- Mar 5
	Anxiety disorders
	Chapter 7

	Class 14- Mar 10
	SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS!
	None

	Class 15- Mar 12
	SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS!
	None

	Class 16- Mar 17
	Anxiety disorders
	

	Class 17- Mar 19
	EXAM # 2
	None

	Class 18- Mar 24
	Mood disorders
	Chapter 8

	Class 19- Mar 26
	Mood disorders
	Choi, H. (2002). Understanding adolescent depression in an ethnocultural context. Advances in Nursing Science, 25(2), 71-85.

	Class 20- Mar 31
	Intellectual disability
	Chapter 9

	Class 21- Apr 2
	Intellectual disability
	

	Class 22- Apr 7
	Autism
	Chapter 10

	Class 23- Apr 9
	Autism
	

	Class 24- Apr 14
	EXAM # 3
	None

	Class 25- Apr 16
	Communication and learning disorders
	Chapter 11

	Class 26- Apr 21
	Communication and learning disorders
	

	Class 27- Apr 23
	Eating disorders
	Chapter 13

	Class 28- Apr 28
	Eating disorders
	Guest Lecture: Julie Galton Gale, Psy.D.

	Class 29- Apr 30
	Interventions
	Guest Lecture: Ellen Rowe, Ph.D.

	TUES, MAY 12
	***FINAL EXAM***

10:30AM-1:15PM
	None


Last Day to Add Courses: February 4

Last Day to Drop Courses: February 20

