PSYCHOLOGY OF CRIME AND REHABILITATION
PSYCHOLOGY 461-005     
SPRING 2009
Class Schedule:   Tues and Thurs 12:00-1:15 Robinson A243
Professor:
June Tangney, Ph.D.




2007 David King Hall (please knock to enter office suite)


(703) 993-1365



jtangney@gmu.edu


Office Hours:
 Tues 11-12, Thurs 4:15-5:15 and by appointment (see office door)

Course Description:  This is a course about the science of crime and rehabilitation, designed for both majors and non-majors who have completed Introductory Psychology. The goals of this course are: (1) to provide students with a sense of how scientific methods are applied to the study of crime and offender rehabilitation, (2) to explore what is currently known about crime and offender rehabilitation, based on the results of scientific inquiry, (3) to become aware of significant gaps in knowledge that exist currently, (4) to consider the implications of research findings for correctional practices and public policy more general, and (5) to develop skills in writing persuasively about theories, evidence, and policy in this domain.  
Course Structure and Requirements:  This course is composed of lectures, readings, in-class exercises and experiences, two midterm exams and an individually designed research project to be presented orally aided by powerpoint or in scientific poster format with associated one-on-one discussions.  The attached course outline includes the schedule for readings and associated assignments. Please read the assigned readings and complete the assignments associated with each day before class so that we can make the most of class time by addressing your questions and observations.

Writing Portfolio:  You will be required to keep a Writing Portfolio throughout the semester that includes your exams, written assignments, class worksheets and demonstrations. The portfolio is due on the last day of class, May 5.  You may pick up your portfolio from my office during exam week. We are usually open 10-5pm, but kindly make an appointment or call before coming by.

Class Attendance, Class Worksheets, and Class Demonstrations:  Class attendance is reflected in your grade, as part of the Writing Portfolio.  Class worksheets and class demonstrations will not be posted on Blackboard.  You may obtain them only by attending class and participating in the associated discussion.  If you must miss one class, no worries.  If you repeatedly miss class, there will be inevitable holes in your portfolio, which will be reflected in your final grade.

Exams and Corrective Essays: Two mid-term exams will consist of multiple choice questions covering lecture and readings. You may “upgrade” your exam scores by submitting a “corrective essay” for each missed question you wish to “correct.”  Corrective essays are worth up to 50% and are due within one week (7 days) of receiving graded test.   More detailed instructions will be provided when mid-terms are handed back.
Grading will be determined as follows:

Midterm #1  25%


Midterm #2  25% 

Individual Project 25%

Writing/Class Portfolio 25% 
The final course grades will be determined by using the scale below: 

	A+    98-100
	A     93-97
	A-     90-92
	B+     87-89

	B        83-86
	B-    80-82
	C+    77-79
	C      73-76

	C-      70-72
	D+   67-69
	D      63-66
	D-    60-62


Extra Credit:  There are two ways to obtain extra credit.  (1) Extra credit can be earned by participating in experiments sponsored by the Psychology Department. You can receive up to 3 additional percent (6 hours max) added to your final grade. Since research participation is voluntary, you also have the option to sign up for lectures. Participation is not a course requirement so non-participation will not reduce your final grade. To sign up for experiments access http://gmu.sona-systems.com/ by entering your GMU email & password and then selecting Psych 461: Section 005.(2) You may submit multiple choice items for either or both midterms.  To qualify for credit (1 point per question, up to a maximum of 6) the question must validly assess a key component of the material covered during the relevant portion of the semester.  More specifically, an unambiguously “correct” answer must be designated within a field of three other unambiguously incorrect options.  Exam questions are due one week prior to the scheduled exam.
Dropping/Adding the Course:  The last day to add the course is Feb 4.  The last day to drop the course is Feb 20. 
Students with a Disability:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Honor Code:  All aspects of this course are bound by the George Mason University Honor Code which states that, “Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” Any student who engages in scholastic dishonesty, inadvertently or not, will be reported directly to the Honor Committee. 
Required Textbooks:

McGuire, J.  (2004).  Understanding Psychology and Crime: Perspectives on Theory and Action (Paperback).  Open University Press.  
Hare, R.D.  (1993). Without Conscience.  Guilford Press, New York.

Other Required Readings:  (To be posted on Blackboard)
Laub, J. H., & Sampson, R.J. (2001).  Understanding Desistance from Crime.  Crime and Justice, 28, 1-69.

Maruna, S., & Roy, K.  (2007).  Amputation or Reconstruction? Notes on the Concept of "Knifing Off"and Desistance From Crime. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 23, 104-124.
Tangney, J.P., & Stuewig, J. (2004). A moral emotional perspective on evil persons and evil deeds. In A. Miller (Ed.), The social psychology of good and evil:  Understanding our capacity for kindness and cruelty (pp. 327-355).  New York:  Guilford Press. 
Optional Readings:  (Also on Blackboard)

Tangney, J.P., & Mashek, D.J. (2004).  In search of the moral person:  Do you have to feel really bad to be good? In J. Greenberg, S. L. Koole, & T. Pyszczynski (Eds.), Handbook of experimental existential psychology (pp.156-166).  NY:  Guilford Press.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS

Please read assigned material BEFORE class

1/22  Introduction to Course – What is a Criminal?  Who is the Inmate?
1/27  Why do people engage in crime?

1/29  Theories of Desistence (Guest Lecturer:  Jeff Stuewig)
2/3    Mechanisms of Action:  Criminogenic Cognitions

2/5   Measurement:  Reliability and Validity

Laub & Sampson (2001) pp. 1-38

2/10  Desistence vs. Stopping Crime:  Conceptual and Measurement Issues; What Do the Data Show?
Laub & Sampson (2001) pp. 1-38

2/12  Theories Revisited – Concepts of Change

Laub & Sampson (2001) pp. 38-69

2/17   Knifing Off:  Criminology Meet Self Psychology (and Conceptual and Measurement Issues)
Maruna & Roy (2007)

2/19  Moral Emotions:  Criminology Meet Self Psychology

Tangney & Stuewig (2004) [Optional:  Tangney & Mashek (2004)]


2/24  A Cognitive-Affective for Moral Behavior and Change
2/26  Bringing It All Together:  Why Psychology and Accounting for Crime
McGuire Chapters 1 and 2


3/3  Bringing It All Together:  Psychological Processes on Crime

McGuire Chapter 3 


3/5    Midterm #1


3/10 & 3/12  SPRING BREAK!!!

3/17  Return Exams – Intro to Psychopathy  
Hare (1993) Chapters 1-6   (Research Presentation Proposal Due)
3/19  Psychopathy:  Movie Week
Finish Hare (1993)

3/24    Psychopathy:  Movie Week  (Sign up for Research Presentation Dates)
3/26    Psychopathy: Issues related to Treatment, Responsibility, CJ Policy
3/31    Pathways to Offending 
McGuire Chapter 4
4/2      Crime and Mental Illness:  Criminalization of the Mentally Ill? 
McGuire Chapter 5
4/7      Preventing and Reducing Crime:  What Works? 
McGuire Chapter 6
4/9      Crime & Punishment:  Time for a Re-examination? 
McGuire Chapter 7
4/14    Applications & Values:  Implications for Policy 
McGuire Chapter 8
4/16  Midterm #2
4/21  Return Midterm/ Class Poster Session
4/23   Class Presentation (Oral/Powerpoint)
4/28  Class Field Trip to Jerry Lee Symposium
4/30  No Class:  Contemplate Field Trip Experience
5/5    Class Wrap Up:  Reflections on Projects, Readings, Field Trips and Life
(Writing Portfolio Due)
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