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INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS
Psychology 466, Spring 2009
Amanda di Bartolomeo, M.A. 





Office: Jazzman Café in Johnson Center                   
Email: adibart@gmu.edu                                                                             Office Hour: 10:15 – 11:15 Thursday                           
       


     
REQUIRED TEXTS

Lamanna, M. A. & Riedmann, A. (2009). Marriages and Families: Making Choices in a Diverse 
Society. 
Belmont, CA: Thomson Higher Education.
Additional required readings are posted on Blackboard. 

PREREQUISITES & ADD/DROP DEADLINES
Psyc100, Psyc 231 (Psyc 324 recommended).

Last day to add – February 3, 2009
Last day to drop – February 20, 2009
COURSE OBJECTIVES.
· Students will become familiar with topics of interest to the field of intimate relationships, including gender, love, 
marriage, same-sex relationships, communication, parenting, and violence and abuse.
· Students will be actively involved in applying the concepts covered in class to real-world issues.
GRADING 

There are a total of 400 possible points for this course. Three exams (worth 100 points each, total 300 points) and 5 application assignments (worth 20 points each, total of 100 points). 

Exams (75%)

There will be four multiple choice exams for this course. Only three of the four exams will count toward the overall course grade. Each exam will have 50 multiple choice questions, each worth 2 points, for a total of 100 points. Exam 1 (Tuesday February 17), worth 25%, will cover Chapters 1-3 of the text. Exam 2 (Thursday March 19), worth 25%, will cover Chapters 4-6 of the text and the Gardner article. Exam 3 (Tuesday April 14), worth 25%, will cover chapters 7, 8, & 10 of the text and the Parker-Pope; Belkin; and Barrow articles. A final exam (Tuesday May 12), also worth 25%, will cover Chapters 13, 14, & 18 of the text as well as major topics from the first three exams. There will be NO make-up exams offered for this course. Since there are four scheduled exams and only three of them count toward the overall course grade, you may choose to either:

A) take all four of the exams and drop your lowest exam grade  OR

B) take the first three exams and, if satisfied with your grade, miss the fourth exam
Application Assignments (25%)

There will be a choice of five Application Assignments in this course. Each Application Assignment should be 500 – 700 words long (or approximately 2 pages typed double spaced). Each page must include your name, the topic and the number of the application assignment. Assignments must be typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt font, double spaced with 1 inch margins and stapled. Save a tree – no cover pages please! All terms you incorporate from the assigned reading must be italicized. Each Application Assignment is worth a total of 20 points. Assignments are graded on how well the concepts from the reading are applied to answering the question. I will not accept late assignments. An assignment is considered late if it is not turned in by the beginning of class on the day that it is due. Please do not email your Application Assignments to me. 

Assignment 1 Due Thursday February 5
Family Commitments
What is the traditional definition of the family? What is the definition preferred by the authors of your textbook? Compare and contrast the traditional definition of the family with the definition preferred by the authors of your textbook. Which definition better applies to your family? Why?
or 

Exploring the Family

Theories help us understand a situation or event from a particular viewpoint. What is the structural-functional theory? Analyze your transition to college from the viewpoint of structure-functional theory. Describe the various functions your family performed in order for you to make it to college. What would you identify as having been the most important functions your family performed? Why?

Assignment 2 Due Tuesday March 3
Our Gendered Identities
What is gender socialization? What is one theory of gender socialization? Using this theory, what are some ways you have been socialized by your family or by society to behave in ways that are traditional for your gender? What has been the reaction of others when you have behaved in a way that is nontraditional for your gender?
or

Loving Ourselves and Others
Find the lyrics to your favorite love song (there are many online resources for song lyrics). What is your textbook’s definition of love? Analyze the lyrics and identify the aspects of love present in the lyrics, according to your textbook’s definition of love. What are the 6 love styles as classified by John Allan Lee? Which of the 6 love styles are present in the lyrics? How is the cultural portrayal of love similar to or different from the types of love described in your text?

Assignment 3 Due Thursday March 26
Our Sexual Selves
Provide at least one example of how the popular media portray sex in marriage relationships. Do they portray sex between married spouses in a positive way or a negative way? How do the experiences of Charla and Brad Muller and Annie and Douglas Brown (from the Gardner article) support or not support the way sex in marriage is portrayed in the media? How does this compare with the research presented in your textbook regarding satisfaction and frequency of sex in marriage?
or

Marriage

What is a covenant marriage? Discuss several of the pros and cons of initiating a covenant marriage relationship. If you had the option of entering into this type of marriage relationship, would you? Why or why not?
Assignment 4 Due Thursday April 9
Non-marital Living Arrangements
According to the Parker-Pope and Belkin articles, what has research told us about the differences between gay and lesbian and heterosexual relationships? What are your reactions to these articles? What have you learned that you might apply to your own romantic relationship, either currently or in the future?
or

Parenting
What is voluntary childlessness? What is involuntary childlessness? Using the Barrow article as reference, discuss whether our culture accepting of childlessness? Do you know anyone who is married without children? Is their childlessness voluntary or involuntary? How do their experiences compare to Pamela Mahoney, discussed in the Barrow article? 
Assignment 5 Due Thursday April 30
Communication in Marriage and Families
In the As We Make Choices box entitled “Ten Rules for a Successful Relationship,” a number of principles are proposed for effective relationships. What are these rules? Using a relationship you know (either yours or someone else’s) examine whether each these principles are followed and what the outcome of either following or not following these principles is.
or

Aging Families
Think about the interactions you have had with your grandparents (or a significantly older relative). What are Cherlin and Furstenberg’s “styles of grandparenting?” Using these styles, how would you characterize the relationship between you and your grandparent, or older relative? What factors are responsible for those circumstances? If you could control (or have controlled) the situation, would you wish for a different kind of relationship? Why?
Extra Credit 

2 points for each hour of research participation or for each seminar attended can be earned for a maximum of 5 hours/10 points total. Extra credit points will be added to the total number of points earned over the semester before the average is computed. Extra credit will be earned by selecting Psyc 466.001 to apply your credit. Studies and lectures can be located through the Sona Systems web page on the GMU website (http://gmu.sona-systems.com).

Final Grades

A+ (97%+); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%); C+ (77-79%); C (70-76%); D (60-69%); F (59% & below)

USE OF TECHNOLOGY

All students will be expected to check their GMU email account and Blackboard page (https://courses.gmu.edu) on a regular basis, as email and Blackboard will be used to communicate announcements and distribute some course materials including required readings.
HONOR CODE

All students are expected to abide by the George Mason University honor code:

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. Further information can be found at: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html
ACCOMMODATION OF DISABILITIES

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Note that this provision includes the range of disabilities, including physical, psychiatric, and learning disabilities.

Exam and Assignment Schedule*
	
	TOPIC
	READINGS*
	ASSIGNMENTS

	Jan 20
	CLASS CANCELLED 
	NONE
	 

	Jan 22
	Introduction to Class
	NONE
	

	Jan 27
	Family Commitments
	Chapter 1
	

	Jan 29
	Family Commitments
	Chapter 1
	

	Feb 3
	Exploring the Family
	Chapter 2
	

	Feb 5
	Exploring the Family
	Chapter 2
	Application Assignment 1

	Feb 10
	American Families

 in Social Context
	Chapter 3
	

	Feb 12
	American Families

 in Social Context
	Chapter 3
	

	Feb 17
	EXAM 1
	
	

	Feb 19
	Our Gendered Identities
	Chapter 4
	

	Feb 24
	Our Gendered Identities
	Chapter 4
	

	Feb 26
	Loving Ourselves and Others
	Chapter 5
	

	Mar 3
	Loving Ourselves and Others
	Chapter 5
	Application Assignment 2

	Mar 5
	Our Sexual Selves
	Chapter 6
	

	Mar 10 Mar 12
	SPRING BREAK NO CLASS!
	
	HAVE FUN!

	Mar 17
	Ours Sexual Selves
	Gardner
	

	Mar 19
	EXAM 2
	
	

	Mar 24
	Marriage
	Chapter 7
	

	Mar 26
	Marriage
	Chapter 7
	Application Assignment 3

	Mar 31
	Non-Martial Living Arrangements
	Chapter 8
	

	Apr 2
	Non-Marital Living Arrangements
	Parker-Pope
	

	Apr 7
	Parenting
	Chapter 10
	

	Apr 9
	Parenting
	Belkin
Barrow
	Application Assignment 4

	Apr 14
	EXAM 3
	
	

	Apr 16
	Communication
	Chapter 13
	

	Apr 21
	Communication
	Chapter 13
	

	Apr 23
	Power & Violence
	Chapter 14
	

	Apr 28
	Power & Violence
	Chapter 14
	

	Apr 30
	Aging Families
	Chapter 18
	Application Assignment 5

	May 5

May 7
	READING PERIOD NO CLASS!
	
	GOOD LUCK STUDYING!

	May 12
	FINAL EXAM 9:00 – 10:15 am
	
	


*This schedule is tentative. Any changes will be announced in class. Chapters refer to the Lamanna & Riedmann text. Other readings are articles that are posted on Blackboard. Readings are due before class on the day that they are assigned. Example: Chapter 1 should be completed before lecture on January 27.*

