Psychology 705:  History and Systems

Spring, 2009

Stephen J. Zaccaro

E-mail:  szaccaro@gmu.edu

Office:  King 3060B

Hours:   M, T:  3-4:00, and by appointment

Overview:  This course provides students with a survey of the history of psychology, including its philosophical and physiological foundations, its major historical figures, and its dominant systems of thought.  We will also examine several philosophical issues related to the development of psychology as a scientific discipline.

Outline of Topics

Date

Topic








1/27

Introduction






2/3 – 2/17

Philosophical foundations





2/17 – 3/3

Physiological foundations



3/3-3/17

Structuralism







3/24

Functionalism
3/31

Behaviorism





4/7


Applied Psychology
4/14

Psychodynamic theory, Individual Differences, Development 

4/21

Gestalt Psychology
4/28

Cognitive Psychology



5/5


Psychology today in historical context
Grading:  Your grade in this class will be based on a paper, a take-home midterm and final examination.  Each exam will be essay in format and be worth 30 percent of your grade.  The midterm exam will be distributed on March 17.  The final exam will be distributed on May 5.  Missed deadlines for the take-home exams will result in a letter-grade deduction (10 points) for each day late. For the paper, you will be required to (a) briefly trace the historical lineage of your major advisor, and (b) trace the lineage of two current psychologists who are major influences on your own research.  You need to trace this lineage back at least 100 years, and describe in detail the research and historical contributions of each person in that lineage.  Also, describe the fundamental philosophical and systemic psychological assumptions (as we will have discussed them in class) that guided each person’s approach to psychological research.  The paper will be worth 40% of your grade.  The paper will be due May 5.
Required Textbooks:

Benjamin, L. T. Jr. (2009).  A history of psychology:  Original sources and contemporary research.  Malden, MA:  Blackwell Publishing.
Benjamin, L. T. Jr. & Baker, D (2007).  A brief history of modern psychology. Malden, MA:  Blackwell Publishing.
Honor Code:  The provisions of the George Mason University honor code apply to all aspects of this course.  

Add/Drop Deadlines:  Add = February 4; Drop = February 20.

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Office (703-993-2474).  All student accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Readings.

Note:  After week 1, all readings for a particular topic need to be completed by the date we start that topic (e.g., readings for “Philosophical Foundations” due September 12).
Introduction:  January 27
Benjamin (2009), Chapter 1

Philosophical Foundations:  February 3, 10, 17
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 1

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 2 


Locke (1690), Petryszak (1981), Mill (1843)

Physiological Foundations:  February 17, 24, March 3
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 2
Benjamin (2009), Chapter 2 


Broca (1861), Finger (1994)

Structuralism:  March 3 - 17
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 3, Chapter 4 pp. 74-83

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 3; Chapter 5 – Titchener (1910), Leahey (1981) 

Functionalism:  March 24
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 4, 5 pp. 84-92

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 4; Chapter 5 – Angell (1907), Shields (1975) 

Behaviorism:  March 31
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 8

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 8 

Applied Psychology:  April 7

Benjamin (2007), Chapter 6, 9

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 6, 9

Psychodynamic theory, Individual Differences, Development:  April 14

Benjamin (2007), Chapter 7

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 7 

Gestalt Psychology:   April 21
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 11 – pp 198-204

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 11 – Wertheimer, 1974) 

Cognitive Psychology: April 28
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 11, pp. 204-215
Benjamin (2009), Chapter 11 – Bartlett (1932), Mandler (2002)
Pribram, K. H. (1986).  The cognitive revolution and the mind/brain issues.  American Psychologist, 41, 507-520. 

Psychology today in historical context – May 5
Benjamin (2007), Chapter 10, Review chapter 9

Benjamin (2009), Chapter 10, Review chapter 9

