COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY (PSYC 841)                                            
Spring 2009
Professor:      Lauren Bennett Cattaneo, Ph.D.

Office:           David King Hall 2021

Phone:           (703) 993-4728 (Office)

E-Mail:          lcattane@gmu.edu  

Office Hours: Weds 11-12 or by appointment

Class Time & Location: Alternate Wednesdays 9:30-12:10, Enterprise Hall 278
Goals

The goal of this course is for each student to fine tune and complete the consultation project defined in the fall semester. Fine tuning the project will include biweekly supervision where obstacles, issues and progress will be discussed, and next steps (which may include additional reading) will be identified. At the end of the semester, students will present the results of their project to the class, together with a detailed consideration of the process of consultation.
Requirements:

1. Attendance and Participation (20 points). Each student will attend biweekly group supervision sessions. Your attendance and active participation in discussing your own project and the projects of classmates is required. It is also expected that students will begin the semester by conducting additional reviews of the literature and making revisions to their project as necessary, beginning with the comments made on their final paper in the fall. Students are encouraged to seek out additional supervision as necessary. The instructor will be available to meet on the Wednesdays when group supervision is not held.
2. Journal (20 points).  Students should continue to keep notes on their work on the project and contact with the consultee. As in the fall, notes should not just be summaries of what has been done, but should also include thoughts, observations, issues, questions, etc. These notes should be e-mailed to the instructor by 6pm the Monday before supervision.  The purpose of these notes is three-fold: first, to create a record of the consultation for later use or reflection; second, to facilitate your ongoing thought about what you are doing; and third, to assist me in preparing for supervision. To this end, in your journal please make a note of anything you want to be sure to discuss when we meet.
3. Final Presentation on Consultation Project (30 points).   You will give a final (PowerPoint) presentation on either April 29 or May 6, and on that day should hand in a copy of your slides to the instructor.  You will have 30 minutes to:  

a) Give a brief overview of your project and present the logic model that guided it, explaining any changes to it over the semester. (5 points)
b) Describe the process and outcome of the project. (10 points)
c) Critically evaluate your consultation, including strengths and weaknesses of the experience (and your role in it), and what you would do differently if you were to do it again. (10 points)
d) An additional 5 points will reflect the clarity of your slides and verbal presentation.
4. Quality of Consultation (30 points). The final product of your consultation will be graded based on the degree to which you were able to meet the client’s needs within whatever constraints or challenges arose over the course of the project, and the degree to which you actively grappled with such challenges. Difficulties that stem from the consultee’s accessibility or changes at the consultee’s organization will not affect your grade – only the way you address those challenges will. Important notes:

· Any product related to the consultation (reports, surveys, manuals, etc.) must be given to the instructor before they are given to the consultee, with at least three business days of turnaround time. 

· At the end of the semester, each consultee will be sent a feedback sheet about their experience with the consultation. While I will share this feedback with you, it will not affect your grade, and consultees will be made aware that this is for the purpose of evaluating our program’s work training students and providing useful services to the community at the same time. 

Grading: 

I will calculate your final grade on your point total as follows:

93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-82 = B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72=C-; 65-69 = D; below 65 = F.

Honor code: 

The Honor Code of George Mason University deals specifically with cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing.  Students should be familiar with the code and connected policies, set out at http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies.  This course will be conducted in accordance with those policies.

Accommodations for students with disabilities: 

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All accommodations must be arranged through that office, and must be initiated immediately, prior to any anticipated need.

Course Outline

Group supervision on: Jan 21, Feb 4, Feb 18, March 4, March 18, April 1, April 15
April 29 & May 6  Presentations
