RESEARCH METHODS

PSYCHOLOGY 301 B01  

Summer 2007
Mon and Weds 7:20 – 9:10pm

Enterprise Hall Room 126
Instructor:  Gabrielle M. Wood
E-mail:  gtarmy@gmu.edu

Phone:  703-993-1375, please send an email letting me know if you have left a voice message
Office:  Robinson Hall B Room 215
Office Hours:  Weds 6:00 – 7:00pm, and by appointment

Course Overview and Objectives:  The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the foundations of psychological research. Students are expected to gain an intellectual understanding of the different methodologies available. Students are also expected to gain a practical understanding of how to apply methodologies appropriately and the strengths/weaknesses of each. Students will learn how to critically analyze scientific research, enabling students to make accurate interpretations and generalizations of research reviewed. 
Required Text: 
- Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmesiter, J.S. (2006). Research Methods in Psychology (7th Edition). Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill.

- Dunn, D.S. (2004). A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology. New York, NY: Pearson-Longman.

Course Format: 

This course will be interactive lecture, requiring class participation. PowerPoint will be used to facilitate lecture and you can download the slides from our class WebCT site. During and after lecture, we will have general discussions of the material and related exercises/activities that demonstrate the concepts and allow you to apply these concepts. Many of the exercises will involve working with groups. 

This course does require your commitment and focus in order to be successful. I encourage you to consider your schedule over the semester and develop a plan for completing the assignments that are constructed to help you achieve the goals of this course. Class attendance is necessary to achieve the goals of this course. If you are unable to meet the requirements of this course, I encourage you to take it at a time when you can. 
Technology: 
WebCT: I will be using WebCT to post the syllabus, lecture notes, assignments, announcements, and grades. You are expected to check WebCT regularly as any changes or announcements will be posted there and you are responsible for knowing about these. Please login to WebCT before the next class to ensure you are able to access the assignments.    

To use WebCT you will need to go to http://webct41.gmu.edu. Click on Login and it will then ask for your user name (your Mason email name) and your password (your Mason email password). If you have problems, please call ITU Support at 703-993-8870.

**Please use only your GMU email address to contact me by email. Consistent with GMU policy, I will not respond to emails from other email accounts (such as yahoo, gmail, or AOL); no exceptions. 

Course Schedule: 

Although every effort will be made to follow the course schedule, it may be necessary to make changes as the course progresses. Students are responsible for ensuring that they keep up-to-date on any changes that are announced in class. 

	Date
	Assignments
	Topic 

	June 4 
	Chapter 1 & 2 
	Introduction/ Scientific Method

	June  6
	Chapter 3
	Ethical Considerations

	June 11
	Chapter 4
	Observation Research

	June 13
	Chapter 5
	Survey Research 

	June 18
	Exam 1 
	Chapters 1 - 5

	June 20 
	Chapter 6
	Unobtrusive Measures

	June 25
	Chapter 7
	Independent Groups Design

	June 27
	Chapter 8
	Repeated Measures Design

	July 2
	Chapter 9
	Complex Designs 

	July 4 – no class 

	July 9
	Exam 2
	Chapters 6 – 9 

	July 11 
	Chapter 10 
	Single-Case Designs 

	July 16
	Chapter 11
	Quasi-experimental Designs 

	July 18
	Chapter 12 
	Data Analysis and Interpretation

	July 23
	Chapter 13
	Data Analysis and Interpretation (cont…) 

	July 25 
	Final Exam 
	Chapters 10 - 13


Course Grading:
Final Grade: Psyc 301 is composed of a lecture section and lab section. The lecture and lab sections are taught by different instructors. You will earn separate grades for your lecture and lab performance. 60% of your final grade will be based on your lecture grade and 40% of your final grade will be based on your lab grade. 
In order to ensure that all students are treated fairly and consistently, I will not provide extra credit opportunities to individual students; any extra credit opportunities will be given to the entire class. For the same reason, please do not ask for your grade to be bumped up, regardless of how close you are to the next grade; if I make any adjustments to grades, these will occur for the entire class. Please do keep copies of your exams and any written assignments, however. Should there be a discrepancy or error in your grade, you must provide the graded assignment. 
Exams: 
There will be three exams that may include a variety of question types. The nature of the learning objectives requires both a conceptual and applied understanding of the material. For example, you must demonstrate that you are able to apply the concepts, ideas, skills, and strategies that we discuss to other settings appropriately. Strive to understand the material, rather than remember it. Practice questions will be posted on WebCT before the first exam so that you can prepare adequately. 

Make-up exams will only be given in cases of absolute emergencies. These make-ups will include all essay questions. Please review the syllabus and ensure that you arrange travel and other events around the exam dates. Arrangements will be made if you have had a verifiable, documented, medical (or other excused) emergency preventing your attendance and attempted to contact me prior to the exam if possible. Together, the exams constitute 90% of your grade for the lecture portion of this course. 
Participation: 
Every class session will include exercises, group discussions, and/or video clips in addition to lecture. It is assumed that you have read assigned chapters before coming to class. Although lecture and class sessions will reflect the books, additional material will be introduced and experimental learning exercises will be used to facilitate additional learning. Thus one requirement of this course is to attend class sessions to ensure you achieve the learning objectives. Please ensure your schedule for the semester will allow you to attend class. However, please note, participation will not be based on attendance alone. 
Absences will be considered unexcused unless accompanied by doctor’s note stating that you were unable to attend or other documentation for emergencies. To ensure all students are treated consistently, no other absences will be considered excused and work missed cannot be ‘made up.’ Additionally, please be respectful of myself and your classmates by coming to class on time. Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated because it is distracting and disrupts the flow of the class. Participation constitutes 10% of your grade.


Grading Scale
Exam 1: 
  30%
Exam 2:
  30% 
Exam 3: 
  30% 
Participation:     10%
Total: 100%
Extra Credit: 

Students may participate in psychology research experiments conducted at GMU for extra

credit. Students may participate in a maximum of 2 hours of research. A 1% increase will be added towards students’ final grades for each hour of research participation (2% max). The website for research participation is https://experimetrix2.com/GMU/

Honor Code: 

All exams must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog. When taking exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be allowed. Please be sure that you are familiar with the Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog. 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: 

It is the policy of the University and this instructor to make reasonable accommodations for qualified individuals with disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Add/Drop Deadlines: 

Last day to add:  June 13 
                           
Last day to drop: June 20 
Keys to Passing PSYC 301: 
· Read chapters before class.
· Make a commitment to learn the material.
· Let me know immediately if you don’t think you understand the material.
· Come to class on time daily.
· Logon to and use resources from WebCT. 
· Use the course resources on the textbook support site.
Grade�
Percentage�
�
A   �
93 - 100�
�
A-  �
90.0 - 92.9�
�
B+  �
87.0 – 89.9 �
�
B  �
83.0 – 86.9 �
�
B -  �
80.0 – 82.9�
�
C+�
77.0 – 79.9 �
�
C�
73.0 – 76.9�
�
C-  �
70.0 – 72.9�
�
D�
60.0 – 69.9�
�
F�
Below 60.0�
�









