SYLLABUS 
Course: 
PSYC 100-A01: Basic Concepts in Psychology 
Summer 2008 



M, T, W, R, 9:30 am – 11:45 am 

George Mason University, Fairfax
R B208 
Instructor: 
David H. Linkous, PhD 
dlinkous@gmu.edu

Office Hours: 
M & W, before class (or by appointment)
Required Text: 
Huffman, Karen. (2005). Living Psychology. Wiley: Hoboken, NJ.
Grading: 

Exams (3x24.25%=72.75%) + Activities (10x2%=20%) + Paper (7.25%) = 100% 
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Exams: 
-There are four (I-IV) exams. Exam IV has a cumulative component.
-Exams are in-class, and are multiple-choice and/or short-answer format.

-Your lowest exam grade is dropped, but you must take all four exams. 
Activities: 
-There are 10 short unannounced assignments throughout the semester. 

-You must be present in class to receive credit for these assignments. 

-There are no make-up opportunities for missed activities.  

-Activities may be journal writings, short homework assignments, in-class group work and participation, etc. 

Paper: 
An 8–10 page paper is due June 11 at the beginning of class. Topic selection and formatting requirements will be discussed in class. E-mails, electronic copies, and late papers will not be accepted. 

Course Objectives:
This course provides an overview of the science of psychology (the characterization, prediction, and potentially control of behavior/neurological activity). As a survey course, we will cover many diverse areas within the field, including: 

· Basic introduction to the science of psychology 

· Research methods in psychology 

· Stress and health psychology 

· Sensation and perception 

· States of consciousness 

· Learning and memory

· Motivation, emotion, stress

· Development across the lifespan

· Intelligence and personality

· Psychopathology and therapy
· Social psychology
Technology: 
All lectures are in PowerPoint format. Grades, announcements, some assignments, and notes will be available online (courses.gmu.edu). 

Special Needs Accommodation Statement: 
Please address with the instructor any special challenges or needs at the beginning of the semester. Those seeking accommodations based on disabilities should also contact the relevant college resource center. 
GMU Honor Code: 
As a member of the GMU community, I agree to uphold the principles of honor set forth by this community, to defend these principles against abuse or misuse, and to abide by the regulations of GMU.
Course Schedule*:
	5/19
	No Class
	Access online lecture notes and read ahead in the text 

	5/20
	Introduction and Research Methods

Neuroscience and Biological Foundations

Stress and Health Psychology 

	5/21
	

	5/22†
	

	5/27
	Review, Exam I 

	5/28
	Sensation and Perception

States of Consciousness

Learning and Memory

Intelligence

	5/29‡
	

	6/2
	

	6/3
	

	6/4
	Review, Exam II

	6/5
	Cognition and Intelligence, continued

Life Span Development

Motivation and Emotion

Personality

	6/9
	

	6/10
	

	6/11
	Paper Due

	6/12
	Review, Exam III

	6/16
	Psychological Disorders

Therapy

Social Psychology

Review Previous Material

	6/17
	

	6/18
	

	6/19
	Review, Exam IV


*This schedule is subject to change, so keeping up with the lecture notes and regular attendance are essential. 
†Last day to drop with no tuition liability

‡Last day to drop with 50% tuition liability.  100% tuition liability begins May 30.
