PSYC 231 B01 
Social Psychology

George Mason University

Summer 2008 Semester

Monday & Wednesday 7:20 – 10.00
Robinson Hall, Room B228
Dr. M. Gloria González-Morales

Office:
3078 David King Hall

E-mail: mgonzalm@gmu.edu

Office Hours:
Wednesdays, 

6.00-7.00 pm, or by appointment

Course Overview and general goals:

Psychology is the study of human behavior. Social Psychology focuses on how human beings think, act, and feel. Thoughts, actions, and feelings are a joint function of personal and situational influences. The curriculum for this course has been designed to capture important aspects of this area around the concept of expressing and censoring ourselves. The course is designed to be interesting and informative. The aim of this course is for students to acquire knowledge and understanding regarding the scientific study of the nature and causes of individual thought and behavior in social contexts.  

Course Format and Philosophy:
This course consists of meetings twice a week. I will follow the textbook when lecturing, but there will be material discussed only in class in form of slides or handouts that can form the basis for exam and projects questions. 

The textbook and the slides and handouts provided in class (available at https://gmu.blackboard.com/) are the reference material for the exams. I use the lectures to facilitate an interactive learning in which we learn from each other. During the lecture I expect you to ask anything you do not understand or comment on anything that you are interested in. I will facilitate this interaction with different activities during class time. I expect you to read the assigned material before coming to class. Reading the textbook will help you to be able to participate and to understand better the lecture.


In addition, you will form groups and prepare a project explaining an original research article that is related to the main topic of the chapter. You will orally present it in class and you will deliver a written paper. During our class meetings you will also have time to work in your final project: applying Social Psychology to the Environment. You will orally present the project in class and deliver a written paper. 
Attendance is very important; there will be in-class assignments and material discussed in class that may not be in the text. Readings are expected to be completed before class. Take advantage of office hours.
This textbook is required:
Miller, D.T (2006) "An invitation to Social Psychology". (1st edition),
 Thomson Wadsworth. ISBN 0-534-59205-8

This additional reading book is optional:

Miller, D.T (2006) "Reader to Accompany An invitation to Social

Psychology". (1st edition), Thomson Wadsworth. ISBN 0-534-59206-6


Dropping/Adding the Course:

Last day to add:  June 11 (for B session)
Last day to drop: June 18 (for B session) 
Elective withdrawal period: February 23- March 21 (Please, speak with an advisor first!)

Class Performance Evaluation and Class Assignments:

1. Examinations (50% of final course grade) Two, non-cumulative examinations will be given. Please keep the following in mind:

a. There are no make-up exams.  At her  discretion, the instructor may allow make-ups for exams and assignments in the event of documented emergencies or illnesses/injuries

b. You are expected to be familiar with all corresponding material in the textbook, even if we do not cover this material in lecture, and class material. 

c. No student may begin the exam once another student has completed it. Students who enter the exam late will be required to complete the exam by the scheduled end-time.

d. Please note the date and time of the second exam listed below.

2. Research article group project (20% of final course grade) 


This project will involve reading a research article related to the issues discussed in class. The deliverables of this assignment are an oral presentation with power point slides, and a written paper. Both deliverables will be peer reviewed. This assignment will be discussed in more detail in class and guidelines will be provided through https://gmu.blackboard.com.
3. Social Psychology applied to the Environment (30% of final course grade)


This project will involve applying Social Psychology to discuss and propose an intervention program to make people act in a more environmentally responsible ways. The deliverables of this assignment are an oral presentation with power point slides, and a written paper. This assignment will be discussed in more detail in class and guidelines will be provided through https://gmu.blackboard.com.
** Assignment deadlines. You should interpret deadlines for assignments very literally. You will lose 10% per day from the maximum possible score of the assignment for each day it is late. 
Environmentally-friendly assignments policy

Assignments should be submitted by email to the instructor. PRINTED copies will NOT be admitted. If you cannot submit it by email you can save it in a memory stick and give it to the instructor in class so she can save it in the computer. The file should be labeled with your last name and the assignment code which will be provided by the instructor. The subject of the email should be labeled only with the assignment code. In the very special case that a printed copy is handed out it should be double-side printed or double-page printed.  

Participation


Class attendance will be taken in each class.  Although not mandatory, regular class attendance will result in up to 1 percentage point added to the final grade.
Oral participation will be also taken into account when you make comments, questions or remarks, or you take part in class discussions. Participation can take place during instructor lectures (please interrupt the instructor!) during and after students oral presentations, and during in-class activities. Although not mandatory, participation will result in up to 5 percentage points added to the final grade.
IMPORTANT NAME TAGS: For registering participation the instructor needs to know your name. Write your name in a piece of paper and keep it visible during the class. Remember, without a VISIBLE NAME TAG, the instructor WILL NOT register your participation.
Extra assignments for extra credit:

Social Psychology in the news. Every day we read, listen or watch news in the media that are related to human behavior, thoughts and feelings that are a joint function of personal and situational influences. That is the object of study of Social Psychology. Therefore, you can write commentaries relating what you are learning in this course to any interesting news item you choose. The commentaries should not be longer than a typed page and will include a short summary of the news item and an  assessment explaining or discussing it like you were a social psychologist. Each commentary will be scored with a maximum of 0.5 percentage points. The maximum percentage points that you can obtain is 5. The maximum number of commentaries that will be scored is 10. 
You can submit these commentaries by email till May 21st, 2009. 
Research experiments. During this summer, there may be opportunities for you to earn extra credit through participating in research experiments. If you choose to participate in these experiments, you will receive extra credit in the form of 1 percentage point for each hour that you participate (added to your final course grade). You can obtain a maximum of 3 percentage points (3 hours of participation). 

I will determine final course grades using the scale below:

	A+
	96.67-100
	C+
	76.67-79.99

	A
	93.33-96.66
	C
	73.33-76.66

	A-
	90.00-93.32
	C-
	70.00-73.32

	B+
	86.67-89.99
	D
	60.00-69.99

	B
	83.33-86.66
	F
	59.99-0

	B-
	80.00-83.32


Honor Code Statement: 

All aspects of this course are bound by the George Mason University Honor Code which states that, “Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” Any student who engages in scholastic dishonesty, inadvertently or not, will be reported directly to the Honor Committee. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.

Non-native Speakers of English

During an exam, any student—whether or not he or she is a native English speaker—may ask the instructor to explain the meaning of a word he or she does not understand. Assistance will be provided unless it would compromise the integrity of the exam question. Requests for additional accommodations due to language difficulties are unlikely to be granted. 

Students with Disabilities:

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Technology
Additional required readings will be posted on https://gmu.blackboard.com. Students can log using their GMU email usernames and passwords. All extra-class communication will take place through email. All emails will be sent to students’ GMU email accounts. Per University policy, students are required to check their GMU email accounts regularly.

Course Schedule: The course schedule provided below is to be considered a guideline, and is highly subject to change.
	DATE
	TOPIC
	MATERIAL
	ASSIGNMENT DUE*

	JN 2
	Syllabus + Other general comments + Object of social psychology + Research methods + self-censorship
	Chapter 1
Slides and/or handouts
	

	JN 4
	Social perception and cognition
	Slides and/or handouts
	

	JN 9
	Social Etiquette
	Chapter 2
Research article students presentations
	

	JN 11
	Conformity
	Chapter 3

Research article students presentations
	

	JN 16
	Attitudes
	Slides and/or handouts
	Research article papers 1-6

	JN 18
	Self-censorship and the collective
	Chapter 4

Research article students presentations
	Last day to drop

	JN 23
	EXAM
	Topics covered since June 2nd
	Research article papers 7-9

	JN 25
	Self-censorship and the individual
	Chapter 5

Research article students presentations
	

	JN 30
	The self
	Slides and/or handouts
	Research article papers 10-12

	JL 2
	Censoring and expressing prejudice
	Chapter 6

Research article students presentations
	

	JL 7
	Prosocial Behavior
	Slides and/or handouts
	Research article papers 13-15

	JL 9
	Censoring and expressing irrationality
	Chapter 7

Research article students presentations
	

	JL 14
	Interpersonal attraction & Aggression
	Slides and/or handouts
	Research article papers 16-18

	JL 16
	ENVIRONMENT PROJECT ORAL PRESENTATIONS
	
	

	JL 21
	EXAM Time: 7.30 pm - 10.15 pm
	Topics covered since June 25th 
	Environment Paper


*Assignments submissions are due at 11.59 pm of the specified date.
NOTE:  THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO SUPERSEDE ANYTHING IN THIS SYLLABUS WITH SUBSEQUENT ANNOUNCEMENTS (WHICH MAY BE VERBAL, ON PAPER, BY EMAIL OR ON THE COURSE WEBPAGE).
