PSYCHOLOGY 301 LAB SYLLABUS

RESEARCH METHODS IN PSYCHOLOGY

PSYC 301 2C1: Monday/Wednesday 12:00 – 2:50 PM, Innovation Hall 328 

PSYC 301 2C2: Tuesday/Thursday 12:00 – 2:50 PM, Innovation Hall 326

Instructor: Caitlin Groeber

Email: cgroeber@gmu.edu

Office: David King Hall, room 2030

Office Hours: Thursday 3:00 – 4:00 PM, or by appointment
Mailbox: located in hallway of David King Hall, labeled “Groeber, Caitlin”
Course Website: http://courses.gmu.edu
TEXTS
· Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2006). Research Methods in Psychology (7thedition). Boston:McGraw-Hill Higher Education. (Required)
· Dunn, D. (2008). A Short Guide to Writing About Psychology (2nd edition). Boston: Longman. (Required)

· Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (5th edition). (Required)

COURSE GOALS
· To reinforce understanding of experimental design

· To increase understanding of the role of experimentation in the psychological sciences

· To learn how to access and use psychological databases (e.g., E-Journal Finder and psycINFO)

· To learn scientific report writing in psychology using APA format

· To understand and apply statistical principles in research design (not calculation of statistics per se)
· To gain experience proposing and conducting your own psychological research

WRITING and TECHNOLOGY
Psychology 301 meets the writing intensive requirement for psychology majors.  This requirement is met by successful completion of the required written assignments in the course and by successful completion of the Psychology 301 course with an overall grade of C.  The lab will include on-line searches using PsycINFO, and other electronic databases, meeting part of the technology-across the curriculum requirement.  Most out-of-class communications will be completed by e-mail and through the course website.  Per university policy, it is your responsibility to check your GMU email account regularly.  If you are uncomfortable with any of the technology required in this course, I would suggest going to the STAR center: http://media.gmu.edu/. 
ATTENDANCE

Lab attendance is very important and strongly encouraged. Students will receive participation grades, which account for a substantial portion of the final lab grade. Students are responsible for all materials and assignments covered in the lab. If a student misses an in-class assignment or experiment, this cannot be made up at a later date.  No late assignments will be accepted. If a student cannot attend class, the assignment must be placed in my box and emailed to me prior to the beginning of the class (12:00 PM) on which the assignment is due.  All assignments are due within the first 15 minutes of the lab.
HONOR CODE

All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class.  Lab reports are expected to be the student’s own work. Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing lab reports. Under no circumstances are you to collectively write papers with another student. This is considered to be plagiarism and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Work such as library references, statistics, and reports of the research studies should be each student’s own work. Quotations in lab reports should be minimal and the appropriate citation must be given. 
Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-99-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
COURSE OUTLINE
Note: This is a tentative schedule.  Topics and assignments are subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class.

	Date
	Class

BOLD = In-class activities, Italics = Assignments due
	Assignments (Due the following week)

	Day 1

M 6/30

T 7/1
	· Go over syllabus

· Goals of the lab

· Brief overview of the “nuts and bolts” of research design.

· Description of library resources, both in the library and online.
	· Read and Critique            Pennebaker et al., 1979
· What is the purpose of each section in the article?

	Day 2

W 7/2

R 7/3
	· NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	Day 3

M 7/7

T 7/8
	· Discuss Pennebaker Article

· Procedures for observational research with and without intervention
· How to measure behavior and its application to observation
· Descriptive statistics (mainly means)

· Inter-rater reliability in observational research
· Small group discussion about Observational Study

· APA format & Different sections of an APA-style paper

· How to write the Method and Results sections of an APA paper

· Writing workshop: Method and Results section

· Turn in Pennebaker Critique
	· Conduct Observational Study 

· Write the Method and Results sections Observational Study   
       (APA format)

	Day 4

W 7/9

R 7/10


	· Correlation and Survey Research

· Complete surveys

· Enter in-class survey data into SPSS

· Turn in Observational Study Method and Results sections
	NONE

	Day 5

M 7/14

T 7/15
	· Return and go over Method and Results sections from Observational Study

· Discuss survey data (including magnitude, direction, and significance)

· Discuss methodology and potential outcomes

· Memory Experiment (foundation for Paper 1)
· Entry of survey data into SPSS
	· Write the Method and Results sections for Correlational/Survey Study

· Print and read articles provided.

	Day 6

W 7/16

R 7/17
	· Review articles
· Go over results from class experiment/methods and results sections for Paper 1
· Writing Workshop: Introduction section
· Writing Workshop: Discussion section 
· Turn in Method and Results section from Correlational/Survey Study
	· Write a rough draft of the Introduction section for paper #1 (No late papers will be accepted)

· Write a rough draft of the Discussion section for Paper 1

	Day 7

M 7/21

T 7/22
	· Return and go over completed Method and Results sections from Correlational Study
· Peer reviews of Introduction and Discussion sections in small groups
· Discuss ideas for final proposal assignment

· Understanding how to develop a research question and design a study
· Turn in draft of Introduction and Discussion for Paper 1 
	· Complete final version of Paper 1

· Begin a literature review for final proposal

· Obtain and summarize at least 5 relevant articles for final proposal

	Day 8

W 7/23

R 7/24


	· Return completed Introduction and Discussion sections of Paper 1

· Writing Workshop: Outlines for Final Proposal
· Turn in final version of Paper 1
· Turn in articles and summaries for Final Proposal
	· Create an outline for your final proposal topic

· Work on rough draft of final proposal

· ** Bring 3 copies to class

	Day 9

M 7/28

T 7/29
	· Return Paper 1

· Return completed articles and summaries for Final Proposal
· Peer Review of Draft of Final Proposal (3 copies)
· Turn in Outline of Proposal
	· Complete Final Proposal

	Day 10

W 7/30

R 7/31
	· NO CLASS
· Turn in Final Proposal to my mailbox by 12:00PM


IMPORTANT DATES

July 8, 2008


Last Day to Add 

July 11, 2008


Last Day to Drop 

GRADING CRITERIA
Lab counts for 50% of the total grade in PSYC 301

Class participation








50 points

In-class assignments, Experiments, & Discussions; Peer/Group reviews & Design Critiques

Two Quizzes/Assignments (10 points each)





20 points

Observation Write-Up (Method & Results Sections)




25 points

Survey Write-Up (Method and Results Sections)





25 points

Paper 1

Draft of Introduction








20 points

Draft of Discussion








20 points

Completed Paper 1 








100 points

Final Proposal (See page 4 for detailed instructions)

Articles & Summaries 








20 points
Outline of Final Proposal







20 points
Draft of Proposal








Optional

Completed Final Proposal







100 points

_________________________________________________________________________











Total: 400 Available Points
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