Adolescent Psychology (PSYC 314)

TR, 7:20-10:00 pm in Robinson A, Room 247

Instructor: Stephanie Wong; swong3@gmu.edu
Office Hours:
Thursday 6:20 pm in the Johnson Center Library or by appointment

Required Text: Arnett, J.J. (2006). Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood: A Cultural Approach. 

            Third Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Suggested Text: A number of research articles will be posted on WebCT for your enjoyment and enrichment.  You will NOT be tested on these materials.  They are only their to enhance your understanding of a topic.  
Course Overview

This course will describe and examine the historical context, cultural perspective, biological development, cognitive development, personal and social identity development, and social issues connected with adolescence.  The course will incorporate research and perspectives on race, social class, gender role identity, and sexual identity as they pertain to adolescent psychology. A fundamental aim of the course is to create a collaborative environment that promotes discussion of the information presented in class, the readings, and student experiences.

The course will utilize WebCT to post lecture slides, grades, and other relevant information.  Material for the lectures will be taken from both the required reading, a variety of research articles and texts, and movies.  You are responsible for the required reading, and the instructor is responsible for integrating information from a variety of sources.  

Course Requirements
A. Exams (300 points): There will be three non-cumulative, in-class exams which will be open notes and open book.  Each exam is worth 100 points and will require that you bring a scantron.  Exams will consist of multiple-choice questions based upon the material covered in the lecture slides and the required readings.  There will be no makeup exams – NO EXCEPTIONS!!  If you plan on being on vacation, do not enroll in this class.  

B. Discussion Leader Presentation (300 points): Each student will lead the discussion on a designated day.  Each student will create a one-page outline for each of the assigned readings and print enough copies to give one to each member of the class.  Additionally, each individual student will generate a 20 minute Powerpoint presentation based on the assigned article, including five discussion questions for the class.  Further instructions, examples, and a grading criteria sheet for this assignment will be provided during class and posted on WebCT.  Please note that you are responsible for ensuring that you have a date to lead the discussion.

C. Paper (200 points): Each student will conduct a live interview with an adolescent, which will then be organized into a meaningful and informative case study paper on adolescence. You are to find an adolescent to interview for 45 minutes.  After conducting the interview, you will write a 4-5 page paper discussing themes that arose in your interview.  You will be expected to fully integrate research into your discussion.  Further details and a grading criteria sheet will be discussed at a later date and posted on WebCT.  If the paper is not handed in on time, one letter grade will be deducted for each day late.   

Attendance & Discussion (200 points): Given that the student is responsible for the material covered in class and this is a summer course, attendance and active participation in class discussions is required.  Attendance will be taken through in-class assignments.  An example of an in-class assignment will be one-page movie response, integrating aspects of the movie and relevant research that we have covered.  

Grading

Grades will be determined through the following formula:
Exams (300 points) + Presentation (300) + Paper (200) + Attendance (200 points) =   % of Points        

  


1,000



    

                    Earned

Grading Percentage Scale: 98-100= A+, 93-97=A, 90-92=A-, 87-89=B+, 83-86=B, 80-82=B-, 77-79=C+, 73-76=C, 70-72=C-, 67-69=D+, 63-66=D, <63=F

* Note: Grades will be assigned according to these percentage values. All decimal points will be “rounded up,” meaning if your final grade for the course if 79.8%, you will receive a B-.

Disabilities Resources

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

Honor Code

This course employs the GMU Honor Code.  All work should be your own and should be cited properly using APA format.  Any Honor Code violation will result in a zero for that assignment. If you have not reviewed the student honor code please refer to: http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/services.html
Schedule of Classes

	Slide # / Date
	Lecture Topic
	Required Reading

	Slide 1

June 3
	Syllabus and Course Overview

Historical Context
	Arnett Ch. 1

	Slide 2

June 5 
	Cultural Perspective


	Arnett Ch. 4

	June 11
	Last day to add classes
	

	Slide 3

June 10
	Biological Development


	Arnett Ch. 2

	Slide 4

June 12
	Cognitive Development


	Arnett Ch. 3

	Slide 5

June 17
	Foundation of Social Identity Dev.


	Arnett Ch. 6

	June 18
	Last day to drop classes
	

	Slide 6

June 19
	Race, Ethnicity & Social Class


	None; EXAM 1


	Slide 7 

June 24
	Gender Role Identity


	Arnett Ch. 5

	Slide 8

June 26
	Sexual Identity


	Arnett Ch. 9

	Slide 9

July 1
	Family Relationships


	Arnett Ch. 7

Suggested: Eccles et al. (1993)

	Slide 10

July 3
	Peers and Peer Groups


	Arnett Ch. 8

Suggested: La Greca & Harrison (2005)

	Slide 11

July 8
	School and Work


	Arnett Ch.10/ 11

	Slide 12

July 10
	Violence and Gangs


	None; EXAM 2; PAPER DUE


	Slide 13

July 15


	Teenage Pregnancy
	TBD

	Slide 14

July 17
	Psychopathology in Adolescence


	TBD

	July 22
	Exam 3; Fill Out Course Eval.
	EXAM 3


