PSYCHOLOGY 325: Abnormal Psychology

SUMMER 2008, SESSION B
Instructor: Amanda di Bartolomeo, MA

Day: Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Email: adibart@gmu.edu 

Time: 7:20 – 10:00 PM

Office: David King Hall 2018

Location: Robinson B 205

Office Hour: Wednesday 1 pm, or by appointment
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This course is designed to provide students with an introduction to psychopathology and the field of clinical psychology.  Students will be expected to gain knowledge of:
· The continuity between normal and abnormal behavior, including socio-cultural factors influencing the definition of abnormal behavior and the difference between dimensional and categorical approaches to psychopathology. 

· Diagnosis and classification, epidemiology, course, etiology, symptomatology, and maintenance of each disorder.

· Assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of disorders.

· The impact of empirical research on the development of the field of clinical psychology and how this research is conducted.
COURSE FORMAT:

Due to the size of the class, the format of this course is primarily lecture-based; however class discussion will also be utilized. Lectures will elucidate complex ideas covered in the required texts and present information and approaches not covered in the reading material. It is expected that students arrive to class having read the material assigned for that day, as lectures will assume that students already have a basic understanding of the material. Questions are encouraged.
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Textbook (available through GMU bookstore or online):
Hansell, J., & Damour, L. (2008). Abnormal psychology, 2nd Edition. Hoboken, NJ: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Additional Readings (available on course Blackboard): 
Gleaves, D. H. (1996). The sociocognitve model of dissociative identity disorder: A 
reexamination of the evidence. Psychological Bulletin, 120, 42 – 59.

 Rachman, S. (1997). A cognitive theory of obsessions. Behaviour Research and 
Therapy, 35, 793 – 802.
Radomsky, A. S., de Silva, P., Todd, G., Treasure, J., & Murphy, T. (2002). Thought-
shape fusion in anorexia nervosa: An experimental investigation. Behaviour 
Research and Therapy, 40, 1169 – 1177.

Additional readings may be required throughout the semester. These will be announced in class and available through Blackboard
GRADING AND OTHER POLICIES:
Exams (75%):
There will be four multiple choice exams for this course. Each exam will have 50 questions, worth 2 points each for a total of 100 points per exam. Students are expected to provide their own Scantrons. Exams will take 1 hour and no lecture will be given on the day of the exam. Only three of the four exams will count toward the overall course grade. 
· Exam 1 (Thursday, June 12), worth 25% will cover Chapters 1, 2, and 3. 
· Exam 2 (Thursday, June 26), worth 25%, will cover Chapters 4, 5, and 7, Rachman 
(1997), Gleaves (1996) and the guest speaker on Anxiety Disorders. 
· Exam 3 (Thursday, July 10), worth 25%, will cover Chapters 8, 12, and 14, and Radomsky 
et al. (2002). 
· Exam 4 (Thursday, July 24), worth 25%, will cover 9, 11, and 10 and the guest 
speakers on psychopathy and GID.

There will be no make-up exams offered for this course. Since there are four scheduled exams and only three of them count toward the overall course grade, you may choose to either:

A) take all four of the exams and drop your lowest exam grade OR

B) take only three of the four exams

Case Study Paper (25%):
Using a character from a movie, TV show, or a book, who demonstrates some form(s) of psychopathology, provide a thorough case study that includes:
· Relevant personal history and description of problem (25%)

· Multi-axial diagnosis that includes all 5 diagnostic axes with an explanation of each 
diagnosis provided (10% for each axis)

· Treatment options (15%)
· You will also be graded on clarity of writing, spelling, and grammar (10%). 
· The paper should be 4-6 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman 
or Arial font, 1 inch margins, stapled.

· The paper is worth 100 points (equivalent of 1 exam) total.

· The paper is due in person on the last day of class, July 22, 2008

Students are encouraged to use the services of the Writing Center well in advance of the paper’s deadline. For more information see: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
Any paper that is not received in person by the end of the class period on July 22, 2008 is considered late. Penalties for lateness are: after class (10 pm) to 1 day: -10 points; 2 days: - 20 points; 3 days: -30 points; 4 days: -40 points. Papers will not be accepted more than 4 days after the due date.

A sample paper is available on Blackboard. Early papers are encouraged. 
Extra Credit: 
2 points for each hour of research participation or for each seminar attended can be earned for a maximum of 5 hours/10 points total to be added to your total number of points. Extra credit will be earned by selecting Psyc325-B01 to apply your credit.  Studies and lectures can be located through the Sona Systems web page on the GMU website (http://gmu.sona-systems.com).

Final Grades:
A+ (97%+); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%); C+ (77-79%);     C (70-76%); D (60-69%); F (59% & below)

Use of Technology:
All students will be expected to check their GMU email account (mail.gmu.edu) and Blackboard page (courses.gmu.edu) on a regular basis, as email and Blackboard will be used to communicate announcements and distribute some course materials.

Honor Code:
All students are expected to abide by the George Mason University honor code:

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. Further information can be found at: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html
Accommodation of Disabilities:
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Note that this provision includes the range of disabilities, including physical, psychiatric, and learning disabilities.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Last Day to Add:
June 11, 2008


Last Day to Drop:
June 18, 2008
TENTATIVE OUTLINE OF COURSE TOPICS AND READINGS*
	Class Dates
	Lecture Topics
	Reading Due

	June 3
	Class Overview, What Is Psychopathology?
	Chapter 1

	
	
	

	June 5
	What Causes Psychopathology? 
	Chapter 2

	
	
	

	June 10
	Diagnosis and Assessment
	Chapter 3

	
	
	

	June 12
	EXAM 1
	

	
	
	

	June 17
	Anxiety and the Anxiety Disorders, 
Guest Speaker
	Chapter 4
Rachman (1997)

	
	
	

	June 19
	Mood and the Mood Disorders
	Chapter 5

	
	
	

	June 24
	Dissociation and Dissociative Disorders

	Chapter 7

Gleaves (1996)

	
	
	

	June 26
	EXAM 2
	

	
	
	

	July 1
	Eating, Weight, and the Eating Disorders
	Chapter 8

Radomsky, et al. (2002)

	
	
	

	July 3
	No Class Due to July 4 Holiday – Enjoy!
	

	
	
	

	July 8
	Psychosis and Schizophrenia
Cognitive Disorders
	Chapter 12
Chapter 14

	
	
	

	July 10
	EXAM 3
	

	
	
	

	July 15
	Drug Use and Substance Use Disorders
	Chapter 9

	
	
	

	July 17
	Personality and the Personality Disorders

Psychopathy, Guest Speaker
	Chapter 11

	
	
	

	July 22
	Sex, Gender, and the Sexual Disorders, 

Guest Speaker
PAPER DUE IN CLASS
	Chapter 10


	
	
	

	July 24
	EXAM 4
	


* Subject to change. All changes will be announced in class. Readings are due the day for which they are listed. Chapters refer to the Hansell & Damour textbook. *
