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Psychology 617—Child Psychopathology

Course Syllabus

Summer Session A, 2008
Instructor:

Sharon Harrell, MA, NCSP

703-304-0299 (cell)



Licensed School Psychologist
703-319-2465 (work)




Sharrell1@gmu.edu


703-956-9496 (home)



sharonharrell@yahoo.com

Class Meeting:
MWF 3:45—6:40 



Center for Cognitive Development, CRS Bldg



10340 Democracy Lane, Suite 202

Office Hours:

Monday & Wednesday by appointment

Goals & Objectives:

This is a comprehensive survey of the major categories of psychopathological disturbance in children and adolescents, with an emphasis on those likely to be encountered by practicing school psychologists.  Philosophical, methodological, historical and cultural issues that impact the diagnosis and treatment of disorders will be covered as well as the Diagnostic & Statistical Manual.  Students will conduct exploration and investigation of a specific disorder, its treatment options and community providers and facilities.
Required Texts:

1. Mash, E.J. & Barkley, R.A. (2003) Child Psychopathology (2nd ed.).  New York:  Guilford Press.

2. Kazdin, A.E. & Weisz, J.R. ((2003) Evidence-Based Psychotherapies for Children and Adolescents.  New York:Guilford Press.

Supplementary Texts:

1. American Psychiatric Association. (1994)  Diagnostic Criteria from DSM-IV
2. House, A.E.  (2002) DSM-IV Diagnosis in the Schools. New York: Guilford Press
3. Mash, E.J. & Barkley, R.A. (2006) Treatment of Childhood Disorders (3rd ed.).  New York:  Guildford Press.

Course Expectations:

This course consists of seminar discussion, lecture, assigned reading, seminar presentations, exam and direct contact with a community agency or provider in the form of interview or volunteer work.
Attendance:

The student is responsible for all information from each class.
 Honor Code:
You must comply with the GMU Honor Code.  You are encouraged to study together and to work in groups on the seminar presentation, if desired.  The final exam will be individual work.
Grading:

93—100=A; 90—92=A-; 87—89=B+; 83—86=B;  <80=F.
· Class participation:  


20 points

· Seminar presentation &  handout:  
35 points
· Community experience:

20 points

· Final exam: 


             25 points

Seminar  Presentation & Teacher Handout:    Due: Individually determined 
You will prepare and deliver a seminar presentation describing a given disorder and evaluating evidence-based treatment paradigms for that disorder.  In addition, you will prepare a one-page handout for teachers with a brief description of the disorder, some recommendations for classroom approaches/interventions and reference(s) for additional information appropriate to a lay reader, such as a teacher or parent.
You are to submit a copy of both for each of your classmates, electronically or in hard copy.

Community Project:

Due:  Monday, June 16th
You are asked to identify a community organization, agency or individual who provides services to children and/or adolescents with one of the disorders covered.  Visit and observe that program and/or individual and submit a one page bulleted paper on the services provided; the kinds of things that appear to be effective with that program/person and any barriers to service for the affected population.  Be prepared to discuss your experience in class.
Date:

Topic:






Reading:








#1

#2



M 5/19   
Dev. Systems, Tx Models, DSM-IV
Ch 1

Ch 1-3


W 5/21

MR, LD Presentation Topic

Ch 11,12       

Th 5/22

ADHD




Ch 2

Ch 11

 
M 5/26

Holiday

W 5/28

ODD & CD



Ch 3

Ch 12-16
Th 5/30

Mood Disorders


Ch 5         
Ch 7-10

 
M 6/2

Anxiety Disorders 


Ch 6

Ch 5 & 6
W 6/4

Autism Spectrum


Ch 9

Ch 18
F  6/6

Physical & Sexual Abuse

Ch 14

Ch 9 & 10

M 6/9

Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome
Ch 7

W 6/11

Social Withdrawal


Ch 8


F 6/13

Community Project Time

Ch 15

Ch4 & 25
M 6/16

Substance Abuse Community Proj
Ch 4

Ch 24
W 6/18

Eating &Health-Related Disorders*
Ch 15&16
Ch 20 & 21
F 6/22

Final Exam



Students with disabilities may request course accommodations by registering with the GMU Disability Resource Center (www.gmu.edu/student/drc) and informing the instructor in writing.
