PSYC 100
Introduction to Psychology
SYLLABUS-Summer 2009

Section B01:

Tuesday and Thursday, 7:20pm -10:00pm

Room: IN 132

Instructor: Rebecca H. Zaja
Email: rzaja@gmu.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays 6:30-7:20 IN 132
Mailbox: Graduate Student Mailboxes, David King Hall 

REQUIRED TEXT:
Myers, D. G. (2006).  Psychology, 8th edition in modules.  New York, NY: Worth Publishing.  
COURSE GOALS:
Welcome to your introduction to the field of Psychology! This field has much to offer students of varying interests and can be approached from many different perspectives.  This course will introduce you to the major topics and themes that are relevant to the primary branches of Psychology.  This includes, but is not limited to history, research, development, cognition, social, physiological/biological, personality and mental health, perception and emotions.  We will do so by studying the primary scientific theories, theorists and foundations that shape each topic area.
Most importantly, it is my intention that you walk away from this class with the ability to apply what you have learned about Psychology to the world around you.  I hope that you will take the concepts taught in this class and use them to form your own theories about the psychological processes that underlie what we do and how we behave.  After all, the study of psychology is so dynamic and relevant to the human condition because of its highly adaptive and comprehensive nature.  Become an active theorist in your everyday life, and watch psychology come to life!

ATTENDANCE: 

You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and apply the material.  In order to make the most out of your learning experience, it is imperative that you are not only present at each class meeting, but are prepared, attentive and ready to learn.  

TECHNOLOGY:

You are expected to have a working GMU email account to which I may send any class information as the need arises.  You are responsible for making sure your account has enough available space to receive such emails.  

HONOR CODE:
All of the work that you do in this class is expected to be your own.  Please refer to the University Honor Code if you have further questions about what is expected of you and your level of academic integrity:  http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

If you are a student with a documented disability and require some academic accommodation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

IMPORTANT DATES
Last day to add:

May 22 (for A session) 
                           

June 10 (for B session) 
                           

July 10 (for C session)                             

Last day to drop: 

May 28 (for A session) 
                           

June 17 (for B session) 
                           

July 16 (for C session)

GRADING POLICY:

Five exams will be given and scores from the best four will result in your final grade.  As follows, each quiz will account for 23.75% of your grade.  There will be NO MAKE-UPS offered.  In the event that you are absent the day of a quiz, that quiz will count as your dropped score.  Use of scantrons is required and you will be responsible for bringing your own clean, unmarked scantron with you to class.  The final exam will NOT be cumulative.  

In addition, for 5% of the grade, all students are required to serve for five hours as participants in psychological research.  For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.  I strongly advise you not to wait until the end of the semester to sign up for these.  You will find fewer studies that you are eligible to participate in at the end of the semester.  Start early and you will increase your chances of finding appropriate experiments to participate in.  For more information and to sign up, go to http://gmu.sona-systems.com.
*The schedule below is tentative.  Dates/topics are subject to change.  All modifications will be addressed in class with sufficient notice.

	Date
	Topics
	Modules

	6/2/2009
	Introduction, History and Research Methods
	1, 2, 3

	6/4/2009
	Neuroscience and Behavior
	4, 5

	6/9/2009
	Exam
	 

	6/11/2009
	Lifespan Development, Sensation and Perception
	8, 9, 10, 12, 13

	6/16/2009
	Sensation and Perception, Learning
	16, 21, 22, 23

	6/18/2009
	Exam
	 

	6/23/2009
	Memory
	24, 25, 26, 27, 28

	6/25/2009
	Thinking and Intelligence
	29, 31, 32, 33

	6/30/2009
	Exam
	 

	7/2/2009
	Personality, Psychological Disorders
	44, 45, 46, 47, 48

	7/7/2009
	Psychological Disorders, Therapy
	49, 50, 51, 52, 53

	7/9/2009
	Exam
	 

	7/14/2009
	Emotion, Consciousness, Stress and Health
	38, 18, 20, 41

	7/16/2009
	Social Psychology
	55, 56, 57, 58

	7/21/2009
	Exam
	 


