
Summer 2009



PSYC 231


Social Psychology

Monday-Friday, 9:30-11:45

Robinson Hall B203 

July 6 to August 6th
Instructor:  Dr. Peter Frecknall
E-mail:  frecknap@georgetown.edu
Office hours: by appointment

Office phone number:  703-409-4434 (until 9:00 pm only; texting is best)

Required text:  Social Psychology. (9th edition) by David Meyers
Course Overview/Objectives:

Social psychology focuses how the social environment influences our thinking, our behavior, and our attitudes.  By the end of the course you should be able to: 

· Discuss the definition, focus, and goals of social psychology. 

· Analyze the common research methods used by social psychologists.  

· Identify and relate how social psychologists apply what they know about social psychological concepts and group structure to benefit humankind.

· Identify and appraise the theoretical, methodological, and ethical controversies of social psychology that have stimulated intellectual debate and empirical research.

· Relate the material presented in class to problems and issues in everyday life.

The course is designed so that each of these topics will be covered in detail through lectures, projects, discussion, and in-class activities as well as from the assigned readings.  However, the amount learned from the course ultimately depends on you and your preparation for this class.  It is expected that you will have read the assigned material before coming to class.  Furthermore, the lectures will supplement the assigned readings with material not presented in the readings.  Thus, class preparation involves reading all of the assignments and coming to all of the class lectures.  You can expect several questions on the exams that come from lecture exclusively.

Methods of Presentation:  

Lectures:  A large part of classroom time will be used to present lecture material.  Lectures will be used to explain some of the more significant or difficult topics from the textbook and to provide more in-depth extensions of topics covered in the text.  Please note that additional information not in the text will be covered in the lectures, and you will be responsible for both reading and lecture material.

Discussions: You are encouraged not only to ask questions, but also add your own experience and views to the class. Participation in class discussion is critical because it tells me you have completed the required reading.  There will also be organized group discussion activities.  Your class participation in both planned and spontaneous discussions will affect your grade.

Group Presentations:  You will participate in a group presentation to explain in a lively, interesting manner a concept we are discussing in class.  Exam questions may come from material covered in group presentations.

Course Requirements and Grading:  

The following points and formula will be used to calculate your grade:

Exams 
Exam 1

100 points



Exam 2

100 points

Group Presentation


100 points

Social Norm Violation

100 points
Participation/In-class activities
  50 points

“Pop” quizzes


  50 points

 

Total points possible: 

500 points

Your grade will be calculated based on this formula:

Quiz 1 



25%
Quiz 2



25%
Group Presentation

20%
Social Norm Violation
20%
Participation


10%
Grades are assigned using the GMU grading scale:

	A+
	97%–100%

	A
	93% – 96%

	A-
	90% – 92%

	B+
	87% – 89%

	B
	83% – 86%

	B-
	80% – 82%

	C+
	77% – 79%

	C
	70% – 76%

	D
	60% – 69%

	F
	59% or less


Exams:  There will be 2 multiple-choice exams given during the semester. Exams will cover information from the textbook, lectures, discussions, and group presentations.   There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.  If you miss a test date. The final exam will not be comprehensive; however, some content will be repeated throughout the semester, so you will have to be familiar with the material in previous chapters.  

Quizzes: Across the semester (except exam days), there will be several 10-point unannounced quizzes covering material from the previous day’s lecture and readings from the text.  If you come to class after the quizzes have been collected from others, you will not have the opportunity to take the quiz that day.  As a result you will miss out on the quiz points, so it is to your advantage to be on time to class.  

Group presentation/papers: Throughout the course of the semester, we will have group presentations for certain topics.  Students will work in groups of up to 5 and will be in charge of presenting an in-depth analysis of a social psychological concept coinciding with that day’s lecture.  To accomplish this, your group will analyze a movie clip or television show to demonstrate how the concepts we are discussing apply to everyday life.  Your group will also need to provide a 2 to 3 page summary of your presentation with a list of references, due on the day of the presentation.
Group Presentation and Paper Requirements

For this project, you will be assigned into a group of up to five students.  Each group will be responsible for presenting in-depth information on a concept we are discussing that day in class.  The presentation should be an analysis of a movie clip or television show to demonstrate how the concepts we are discussing in class apply to everyday life.  


In your presentation, be sure to define the concept, show us the clip, and then conduct a full analysis of the clip.  You will need to look at some outside studies to support your analysis; the textbook can guide you in the right direction. Be sure to tell us why you think this clip exemplifies the concept and what lessons we can learn from analyzing it. Do not plan to show us a 22 minute sit com and then explain it to us, rather select an appropriate clip and discuss it.  Try to get the class involved in your discussion in some way. 

Presentations should last 20 to 30 minutes and every member of the group must present some portion of the presentation.  Be sure to practice your presentation.  It is important to be able to articulate and present your ideas in a professional manner. Professional manner also includes how you dress for the presentation.  A suit is overdressed. Shorts and a T-shirt is underdressed. 

Your group will need to hand in a group paper with a general summary of what you presented to the class, plus the references you used to complete the project, including a citation of the movie or television show.  The paper should be 2 to 3 pages in length, double-spaced including references. Please use APA style.

Social Norm Violation
Each of you will select and violate a social norm as a field experiment, to be conducted in a careful and meaningful manner. Your project must be approved in advance by the Professor, and no variation on your proposed project is allowed. A written proposal outlining the project is due on June 11th. Good sources for ideas about this project are the text and outside readings. A two-page written review of the project will be presented to the class and handed in. 

Course Policies

Participation 

Regular participation will be necessary for you to fully understand the material in this class.  You will receive credit for your participation through in-class exercises, discussion and periodic unannounced quizzes and those absent will not be allowed to make-up for these missed in-class assignments.  It is critical to regularly attend class and complete reading assignments in preparation for discussion and class activities as well as for quizzes.  

Absences

If you must miss a class, the following procedures apply:  

· You are responsible for material covered in class if absent from a lecture session. Please contact a fellow student to catch up on what is missed.  
· If you are absent from a scheduled examination, NO make-ups will be permitted. 

· If you are absent from a group presentation:  Please make every effort to attend during your scheduled group presentation.  If you are not present for your group presentation, you will not receive any points for your part in the presentation.  Clearly, if you don’t present, you can’t be graded.  Your group will not be penalized.
· If you miss a quiz:  Make-ups will not be permitted

· Exceptions to this are on a case by case basis, and are generally limited to documented medical crisis, death of a first order family member.

GMU Honor Code

Students are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor Code.  While students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, you are expected to turn in your own work on all assignments.  Giving or receiving help on exams and quizzes is a violation of the honor code.  Violations of the honor code will be reported according to University procedures.  

The Honor Code of George Mason University deals specifically with cheating and 
 attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing.  Please familiarize yourself with GMU’s honor code and abide by it at all times.

Cell phones/Late arrivals –Cell phones and other devices must be turned off during our class.  You are expected to be on time to class

Disability Services – Students with disabilities requiring some modification of the seating, testing, or class requirements should first contact Disability Support Services (703-993-2474) early in the semester, and then me so that appropriate arrangements can be made.
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