
PSYC 313- Child Psychology

MTWT – 12:00-2:15 pm

Robinson Hall A249

Course Syllabus – SUMMER 2009
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructor:

Timothy W. Curby, PhD
Office:

2048 David King Hall

Phone:


703-993-2457


Office Hours:
Th  10:00-12:00  +  by  appt.
Email:


tcurby@gmu.edu




Course Description:

This is a survey course centering on children’s affective, cognitive, and social development.  Several major theoretical positions are explored and practical applications suggested.

Textbook
Wadsworth, B.J. (2004).  Piaget’s theory of cognitive and affective development (5th Edition).  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

MyVirtualChild online access at myvirtualchild.com ($25).  Instructor 18802658

Course Requirements and Assignments
· Attendance 10%
The easiest way to do well in this class is to simply show up.  

· Exams 60%
You have three in-class exams.  These tests may consist of a variety of answer formats including: multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short answer. These exams will rely heavily on material covered in class.  No make-up exams will be given, except under extraordinary circumstances beyond the student's control, and this would have to be arranged in advance. 

· My Virtual Child 10%
Students will raise a virtual child through the use of myvirtualchild.com. (Instructor 18802658). There are 13 ‘units’ with assignments at the end of each.  Students are required to complete 10 of these assignments.  Each assignment has a designated day for its completion.  Each of the assignments must be completed on the designated day in order to receive credit.  Completing the assignment involves answering (1 pg.) the question of my choice posted on Blackboard. 
· Pamphlet/Presentation (20%)
Each student will be required to produce a 1 page, trifold pamphlet on a topic of child development (see guidelines for more information).  Students will also be responsible for a brief presentation based on their pamphlet.
The Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm).

Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of exam items or answers between students may take place. For the pamphlet, students can assist each other in the form of helping with library research procedures, proofreading drafts, and discussing the assignment, but the student(s) whose name appears on the paper must be the author. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately reported according to GMU procedures.

Miscellaneous
Please activate and check (or forward) your GMU email.

The deadlines for adding and dropping classes are as follows:

Last day to add:  May 22
Last day to drop:  May 28
Audio recording of classroom lectures is not allowed without explicit permission by the instructor.

Students may not reproduce any portion of the exam (including uploading to the Internet).

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Life is stressful and we all need a little support sometimes. Students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services (364 Student Union I) at 993-2385 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs so please feel free to talk with me for help with anything.

[image: image1.emf]Date Day Topic A Topic B Virtual Child  Pamphlet Assignment Reading Due

Week 1 5/18Monday Overview Constructivism

5/19Tuesday   Aspects of Intelligence: Content, Structure, FunctionFunction: Assimilation, Accommodation, Organization Wadsworth 1-2

5/20Wednesday  Functional Impairments Piaget's Developmental Theory Key Concepts Wadsworth 3-4

5/21Thursday   Piaget's Stages of Cognitive Development Piaget's Stages of Cognitive Development 1 Wadsworth 5-6

Week 2 5/25Monday Memorial Day--NO CLASSES

5/26Tuesday EXAM 1

5/27WednesdayVygotsky: Key Concepts and ZPD Vygotsky: Language and Development 2

5/28Thursday Genie 1 Genie 2 3

Week 3 6/1Monday Temperament Bronfenbrenner, Parenting 4

6/2Tuesday Burton White-Competent Children Parenting Styles, Learned Helplessness 5 Summary Due

6/3WednesdaySynchrony & Asynchrony / Strange Situation Attachment Categories, Seperation Anxiety 6

6/4Thursday EXAM 2

Week 4 6/8Monday Moral Arousal Co-Constructing Moral Standards  7

6/9Tuesday Stages of Moral Development Werner's Orthogenetic Trends, Gesell Developmental Principals 8

6/10WednesdayFinish Gesell Freud 9

6/11Thursday Erikson's Stages of Development Erikson's Stages of Development 10 Pamphlet Due

Week 5 6/15Monday Student Presentations Student Presentations 11 Presentations

6/16Tuesday Student Presentations Student Presentations 12 Presentations

6/17WednesdayStudent Presentations Student Presentations 13 Presentations

6/18Thursday EXAM 3
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				Date		Day		Topic		Topic A		Topic B		Virtual Child 		Pamphlet Assignment		Reading Due

		Week 1		5/18		Monday		Overview/ Constructing		Overview		Constructivism

				5/19		Tuesday		Constructing Knowledge		  Aspects of Intelligence: Content, Structure, Function		Function: Assimilation, Accommodation, Organization						Wadsworth 1-2

				5/20		Wednesday		Constructing Knowledge/ Developing		  Functional Impairments		Piaget's Developmental Theory Key Concepts						Wadsworth 3-4

				5/21		Thursday		Developing Knowledge		  Piaget's Stages of Cognitive Development		Piaget's Stages of Cognitive Development		1				Wadsworth 5-6



		Week 2		5/25		Monday		EXAM 1		Memorial Day--NO CLASSES

				5/26		Tuesday				EXAM 1

				5/27		Wednesday				Vygotsky: Key Concepts and ZPD		Vygotsky: Language and Development		2

				5/28		Thursday				Genie 1		Genie 2		3

		Week 3		6/1		Monday				Temperament		Bronfenbrenner, Parenting		4

				6/2		Tuesday				Burton White-Competent Children		Parenting Styles, Learned Helplessness		5		Summary Due

				6/3		Wednesday		Co-Constructing Knowledge		Synchrony & Asynchrony / Strange Situation		Attachment Categories, Seperation Anxiety		6

				6/4		Thursday		Co-Constructing Knowledge		EXAM 2



		Week 4		6/8		Monday				Moral Arousal		Co-Constructing Moral Standards 		7

				6/9		Tuesday				Stages of Moral Development		Werner's Orthogenetic Trends, Gesell Developmental Principals		8

				6/10		Wednesday				Finish Gesell		Freud		9

				6/11		Thursday				Erikson's Stages of Development		Erikson's Stages of Development		10		Pamphlet Due



		Week 5		6/15		Monday		Forbidden Experiment		Student Presentations		Student Presentations		11		Presentations

				6/16		Tuesday		Forbidden Experiment		Student Presentations		Student Presentations		12		Presentations

				6/17		Wednesday		No Class--Spring Break		Student Presentations		Student Presentations		13		Presentations

				6/18		Thursday		No Class--Spring Break		EXAM 3

								Context & Development

								Context & Development

								Context & Development

								Context & Development

								Attachment

								No Class--SRCD

								Attachment



								EXAM 2



								Moral Development

								Moral Development

								Moral Development

								Historical Foundations

								Historical Foundations

								Historical Foundations

								Historical Foundations



								Exam 3 (1:30-4:15)
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