Basic Concepts in Psychology (PSYC100, Section 001)






Fall 2009
Tue/Thu 12:00 – 12:50, Lecture Hall 1 




Office hours: 
2051 David King Hall 



Dr. Doris Bitler 

Tue/Thu 3:00-4:00



E-mail:  dbitler@gmu.edu
and by appointment



Phone:  703-993-8817
Course goals:  As a survey of the vast discipline of psychology, Psyc100 covers a broad range of topics at a fast pace.  The goals of this course are to familiarize you with many of the major subdivisions within the field, help you learn the vocabulary used by psychologists, and acquaint you with the science of psychology.  Successful completion of Psyc100 will make you a better consumer of the psychology-related news and information we are all exposed to every day.       
Required text:  King, L. A. (2009). Psychology: An appreciative view (Study edition). New York: McGraw-Hill.
Grading:  The final grade will consist of the following weighted components, described in more detail below


Best 3 of 4 exams


60%





“Apply Your Knowledge assignment”
13%


Research participation


  7%


Recitation section


20%

Exams:  There will be three non-cumulative, in-class exams and a cumulative final exam.  The exam component of the final grade will be based on your best three scores.  This “best 3 of 4” strategy is designed to allow you to miss an exam due to an emergency without causing irreparable damage to your grade.  Since it is impossible to anticipate when an emergency might occur, it is strongly recommended that you plan to attend all of the exams, including the final.  Make-up exams are never allowed, no matter how valid the excuse.  If you are dealing with a long-term situation that causes you to miss more than one exam, please talk to me privately to discuss college and university-level options for dropping or withdrawing from the class.  
Students arriving more than 10 minutes after the start of an exam, including the final, will not be permitted to take the exam.  You may leave once you have turned in your exam, but please do so quietly and with minimal disruption to your classmates.  The final exam starts at 10:30 on Dec. 15.  

Note cards:  You will be allowed to prepare and use a note card for each exam.  One specially marked note card will be given to each student one week before each exam.  You may only use the note card that is handed out – if you lose your card, you may not replace it with another, unmarked card.  Students discovered using a card without the special mark. or attempting to mark their own card, will receive a zero for that exam.    
You can put whatever information you think will be helpful to you on your card.  Restrictions are: 1) the mark must be clearly visible on both sides – you may not write on or otherwise cover the mark; 2) you may only have one layer of information on each side of the card – you are allowed to print out information and glue it to the card, but you can’t attach more than a single sheet to each side; 3) you must turn in the card with your exam; and 4) you must write your name and G-number on one side of the card, just over one of the marks.

Recitation:  Every student in Psyc100.001 is required to be concurrently enrolled in a recitation section.  Recitation grades will be determined by the recitation instructor, and will count for 20% of the final course grade.   
Written “Apply Your Knowledge” assignments:  Each student is responsible for completing one “Apply Your Knowledge” assignment from the text.  Assignments are by last name, as follows:


Last Name
Assignment

Due Date (due at the start of class)
Chapter 3
W-Z

p. 113
#2

Sep 10
Chapter 4
T-V

p. 168
#4

Sep 15
Chapter 5
S

p. 219
#5

Sep 22
Chapter 6
Q-R

p. 261
#2

Oct 1
Chapter 7
N-P

p. 301
#3

Oct 6
Chapter 8
M

p. 345
#4

Oct 15
Chapter 9
L

p. 387
#2

Oct 22

Chapter 10
I-K

p. 433
#3

Oct 27
Chapter 11
H

p. 471
#4 and #5
Nov 5
Chapter 12
G

p. 517
#3

Nov 12
Chapter 13
E-F

p. 564
#3

Nov 19
Chapter 14
C-D

p. 604
#5

Nov 24
Chapter 15
A-B

p. 637
#3

Dec 1
These exercises can take some time to complete, so please read your assignment early in the semester and plan accordingly.  Be sure to respond to all part of the exercise.  Possible grades are: 100%-completed all parts of the assignment thoughtfully and accurately; 85%-all parts of the assignment were completed, most of it thoughtfully and accurately; 70%-all parts of the assignment were completed, but responses were superficial; 60%-parts of the assignment were not completed; 0%-assignment was not turned in.

If your assignment requires you to visit websites, look at journals, find information in a book, etc., be sure to include detailed information that would allow us to find the information you viewed (e.g., url, journal title, article title, author, book title, etc.).  Contact me in advance if you have questions about what you should include.
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Work should be typed in a font equivalent in size to Times New Roman 10 pt, and must include a cover sheet with the chapter number, your last name, and G number – e.g., “Chapter 2, Smith, G00000000”.  Late and/or handwritten assignments will not be accepted.  I recommend completing your assignment early, which will give you time to deal with any unexpected problems.  You may turn in assignments early.        
Research participation:  All students are required to participate in 7 hours of research.  Lectures are offered as an alternative for students who do not wish to participate in experiments or who are not eligible to do so.  You can find and sign up for experiments and lectures at http://gmu.sona-systems.com  I strongly encourage you to sign up early in the semester, since competition for available openings can make it difficult to complete this requirement late in the semester.  Please be aware that there are penalties for “no shows”.  Be sure to familiarize yourself with all of the research participation policies and procedures.    
Technology expectations:  All students are expected to maintain and regularly access their Mason e-mail accounts.  Students will need to visit the class website (classweb.gmu.edu/dbitler/psyc100) in order to download slides and access the online syllabus, note card instructions, and other course-related information.   

Attendance and decorum:  Class attendance is not recorded, but it is important for students who want to do well in Psyc100 to be in class, prepared, and attentive.  In addition to other important information, extra credit opportunities will be announced in class and will often consist of in-class participation.  Preparation for class includes completing reading by the assigned due date.  Lectures will be more interesting and more meaningful for students who have done the reading in advance.  In order to be attentive, you should not engage in any multi-tasking activities during class – that means no texting, e-mail, web surfing, doing homework for other classes, etc.  Please turn off all cell phones and other potential sources of disruption at the start of class.  During class, laptops may only be used for taking notes.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so as quietly as possible and be considerate of your classmates by sitting near an exit.    
Disability accommodations:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me early in the semester.  If you have not already done so, contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.  Please keep in mind that it might not be possible to grant last-minute requests for accommodations, so it important to make all arrangements well before the date when the accommodation is needed.   

Honor code:  All students are expected to be familiar with, and abide by, the University Honor Code.  As required by the Honor Code, all suspected violations will be reported.
Important dates:
Last day to add a class - Sep. 15




Last day to drop a class - Oct. 2




Last day for a selective withdrawal – Oct. 30

Enrollment:  Every student is responsible for verifying correct enrollment.  Graded work will not be returned to students who are not officially enrolled.
Schedule
Day
Date
Topic





Reading Assignment
T
Sep 1
What is psychology?



p. 2-29
R
Sep 3
Psychology’s scientific methods


p. 30-69 
T
Sep 8
Biological foundations of behavior 


p. 70-113
R
Sep 10

T
Sep 15
Human development



p. 114-168
R
Sep 17
Sensation and perception



p. 170-219
T
Sep 22

R
Sep 24
EXAM #1
T
Sep 29
States of consciousness



p. 220-261
R
Oct 1
Learning





p. 262-30
T
Oct 6

R
Oct 8
Industrial/Organizational (I/O) 
T
Oct 13
NO CLASS – MONDAY CLASSES MEET TODAY

R
Oct 15
Memory





p. 302-345

T
Oct 20

R
Oct 22
Thinking, intelligence, and language

p. 346-387
T
Oct 27
Motivation and emotion



p. 388-433

R
Oct 29
EXAM #2
T
Nov 3
Personality




p. 434-471

R
Nov 5

T
Nov 10
Social psychology




p. 472-517
R
Nov 12

T
Nov 17
Psychological disorders



p. 518-563
R
Nov 19

T
Nov 24
Therapies




p. 564-604
R
Nov 26
NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING RECESS

T
Dec 1
Health psychology



p. 606-637
R
Dec 3
EXAM #3
T
Dec 8
Applying psychology
R
Dec 10
Review
T
Dec 15
FINAL EXAM – 10:30 am
