
Psychology 100 – Basic Concepts in Psychology Recitation

Fall 2009

Section 302  
Tues. 1:00-1:50pm
Enterprise Hall 174

Section 305  
Thurs. 1:00-1:50pm
Enterprise Hall 174

Instructor: Julia Koscho

E-mail: jkoscho@gmu.edu

Course Website: On Blackboard

Course E-Hotline: BrainFAQs (on AOL Instant Messenger)
Office: David King Hall 2036 (In the Biopsychology Lab)

Office Hours: TBA

Mailbox: Hallway of 2nd floor, David King Hall

Text: Psychology: An appreciative View King, L.A. (same as lecture)

Objectives

The recitation course for Psychology 100 is designed to give students an opportunity to apply material studied during the PSYC 100 lecture section and to prepare for lecture exams. The recitation provides a forum for asking questions and reviewing concepts.

Grading

The grade you receive in recitation will count 20% toward your final grade of the course. You grade in recitation will be based on participation and quizzes. 

Assignments:

20 % Article Summary: Each student will find an article from the news relating to a topic from the class and answer questions about the article.  

20 % Practice Test  Questions:  Before each exam each student has to come up with 5 possible exam questions and the correct answers that go with those questions.  By the end of the semester, everyone will have submitted 20 questions.  These will be used for exam review activities.  

30 % Classroom Participation: Students are expected to actively (if not enthusiastically) participate in classroom discussion and activities, when applicable.  Participation will also be based on classroom activities such as worksheet and review games. Participation in one daily discussion will be worth 2 points.  You may get more more participation points if we are doing an in-class worksheet or other activity.  You may miss one class without a penalty to your grade.  If you need to miss any other class, please let me know ahead of time if at all possible.  I may assign you an alternative assignment to make up your participation grade.  

30 % Journal Entries:For every week (except the weeks when journals are collected and graded) students will write a 1-2 page journal entry in their psych 100 journal notebooks.    These entries need to be single spaced and hand written (if your handwriting is illegible,  come see me). Journals will be turned in to be graded on the 5th, 10th and 15th weeks of class, meaning that by the end of the semester, you will have written 12 journal entries.  Each entry should be clearly labeled with the date and the class week number.  Please clearly write your name and section number in the front of the journal so I can tell who the journal belongs to.  

Things you ARE allowed to include in your journal entries: 

> Your reflections/opinions/feelings about what you learned in class this week

> How what you have learned in class relates to your personal experiences

> Things in the news that relate to this class 

> Things you would have liked to discuss in class/ recitation but didn’t have a chance to

> Your ideas on how much certain people of discoveries have affected the field of psychology, or how the field would have been different without those people

> If you have other ideas you would like to write about but aren’t sure  if they are applicable to the assignment please talk to me about them and I’ll let you know if they are OK.  

Things you are NOT allowed to include in your journal entries:

> Summaries of what you learned in class this week

> Rants about how much you hate your Psych100 recitation Course Website

The course website is where you will be able to download Powerpoints of any of the lectures from class as well as other documents related to class, such as review sheets. Please remember that the Powerpoints are posted online to help you understand the material you hear in class. It is not a substitute for attending class. 

Other Info

Disability:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2472.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Honor Policy: Students are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Code by pledging not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. All work turned in for a grade must be completed individually by the student. But students are encouraged to form study groups and learn the material together, such as when preparing for exams. Information regarding the Honor Code and what constitutes academic dishonesty can be found in the 2008-2009 University Catalog or online at the following website: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/. 

TECHNOLOGY USAGE STATEMENT:  Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota].  You may forward GMU emails to other accounts, but emails to me concerning your course performance must come from your GMU account, as I cannot verify your identity from other accounts.  You must sign up for required experiments/alternatives through the Sona systems website.  Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.

Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments due

	1
	Sep 1, 2009
	Introduction to the class
	

	2
	Sep 8, 2009
	Scientific Method and Biological Psychology
	

	3
	Sep 15, 2009
	Human Development
	

	4
	Sep 22, 2009
	Exam Review and Sensation and Perception
	Turn in 5 exam questions by 9/20

	5
	Sep 29, 2009
	Conciousness
	Turn in journals to be graded

	6
	Oct 6, 2009
	Learning
	

	7
	Oct 13, 2009
	No Class - Fall Break

	8
	Oct 20, 2009
	Industrial and organizational psych and Memory
	

	9
	Oct 27, 2009
	Exam Review and motivation and emotion
	Turn in 5 exam questions by 10/25

	10
	Nov 3, 2009
	Personality
	Turn in journals to be graded

	11
	Nov 10, 2009
	Social Psychology
	Turn in Article Summaries

	12
	Nov 17, 2009
	Abnormal Psychology
	

	13
	Nov 24, 2009
	Therapies
	

	14
	Dec 1, 2009
	Health Psychology and Exam Review
	

	15
	Dec 8, 2009
	Applying Psychology and Final Exam Review
	> 5 exam questions by 12/6 

>Turn in journals to be graded



