Basic Concepts in Psychology (PSYC100, Section 001)
Recitation Section 314


Fall 2009
Robinson Hall A245
Thursday  9:00 am - 9:50 am







Ronald Vega

 
rvega@gmu.edu

Office Hours:
Thursday 10-11


Robinson Hall B213C

Or by appointment

Office Phone:  4-0123

Recitation goals:  First and foremost, the goal of this class is to reinforce materials covered in lecture and in required reading.  Each class will be discussion based.  The key to a successful recitation is thinking critically about psychology and connecting the material to the real world.

Required text:  King, L. A. (2009). Psychology: An appreciative view (Study edition). New York: McGraw-Hill.
Grading:  The final grade of the recitation will consist of 20% of your grade for psych 100.  The breakdown is as follows




In-class assignments                 50% - 12 possible throughout the semester



Multi-media assignments        50%  (more on this follows)

Multi-media assignment:  Each student will be required to complete three multi-media assignments throughout the course of the semester in order to receive full credit for this section of the course.  Each assignment should be double spaced and ½ page to 1 page long.  Students will be asked to find an example from a form of media (newspaper, magazine, internet article, youtube video clip etc., if you are unsure if something qualifies feel free to ask) and tie it to material learned in class.  If it is a written source, please attach a copy of it onto the back of the assignment.  If it is an internet source include a URL in order for me to check it.  The assignment will be worth two points, one point for finding the example and meeting the length requirement and one point for explaining how it connects to class material.  It is not sufficient to say a clip from Silence of the Lambs is a breach of ethics, to get full credit you need to add why (for example: because Dr. Lecter abuses his power in the therapist client relationship).  

Technology expectations:  All students are expected to maintain and regularly access their Mason e-mail accounts.  

Classroom responsibility:  Classroom attendance and participation are expected.  At the beginning of class please turn off your cell phone.  Talking on your cell phone and/or texting is distracting to me and the people around you.  Finally, everyone has their own unique perspective and experiences and in the course of a discussion opposing viewpoints may occur.  In order to maintain an intellectual environment, respect is of the utmost importance.
Disability accommodations:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me early in the semester.  If you have not already done so, contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.  Please keep in mind that it might not be possible to grant last-minute requests for accommodations, so it important to make all arrangements well before the date when the accommodation is needed.   

Honor code:  All students are expected to be familiar with, and abide by, the University Honor Code.  As required by the Honor Code, all suspected violations will be reported.

Important dates:
Last day to add a class - Sep. 15


Last day to drop a class - Oct. 2




Last day for a selective withdrawal – Oct. 30

Enrollment:  Every student is responsible for verifying correct enrollment.  Graded work will not be returned to students who are not officially enrolled.

