Psychology 100 (Section 002) – Basic Concepts in Psychology
Fall 2009
Recitation 318: Tues 9am – 9:50am Enterprise Hall 175
TA: Joseph Luchman
E-mail: jluchman@gmu.edu
Office: Robinson Hall B, rm# 213B (in the suite of offices labeled “center for behavioral and cognitive studies”)
Mailbox: David King Hall mailboxes (near the graduate office)
Office hours: Tuesday 10-12 and by appointment
Text:  The Science of Psychology: An Appreciative View by Laura A. King.
Objectives:
The recitation course for Psyc 100 is designed to give students an opportunity to apply material studied during the Psyc 100 lecture section and to prepare for lecture exams. The recitation provides a forum for asking questions and reviewing concepts.
Grades:
The grade you receive in recitation will comprise 18% of your final grade of the course. Your grade in recitation will be based on attendance, participation and reaction papers. A total of 80 points can be earned in recitation.
Attendance: Each student will begin with 30 total points towards recitation. For each class missed, three points will be reduced. You are allowed one missed class without a 3 point reduction. For example, if you miss one class, your attendance grade would still be 30 of 30 possible points, but if you miss three classes, your attendance grade would be 24 of 30 possible attendance points. The first day of class is worth a single point of participation/attendance. On days that in-class discussion is required, a part of your grade is contingent on your participation in class. Thus, insufficient participation may result in loss of 1 or 2 points toward this component of your grade for that day.
Activities: There will be reaction papers that occur during or that are assigned at the end of most classes, worth 5 points each, graded check plus (5 points), check (4 points), check minus (1 point). Out of class assignments will be accepted up to one week late for credit (late papers will automatically lose 1 point). Out of class assignments are due at the beginning of recitation. There will be 10 total reaction papers worth a total of 50 points. There may be the potential for “make-up” assignments to recover from missed in-class work.
“Check plus” answers provide thoughtful responses to the question and demonstrate knowledge of the psychological content to be applied to the question. “Check” answers demonstrate a knowledge of the content and some consideration of applying the content to the question posed. “Check minus” answers indicate an inadequate understanding of the question or the psychological content being addressed
.
Planned Activities*
	#
	Date
	Topic
	Paper?

	1
	09/01/09
	Introduction
	n

	2
	09/08/09
	Research Methods
	y

	3
	09/15/09
	Resch Method review; brain structure/function
	y

	4
	09/22/09
	Consciousness
	y

	5
	09/29/09
	Exam review
	n

	6
	10/06/09
	Intelligence; theory and measurement
	y

	7
	10/13/09
	Columbus day holiday – no class
	-

	8
	10/20/09
	Developmental theory - application
	y

	9
	10/27/09
	Personality; learning theories (conditioning)
	y

	10
	11/03/09
	Exam review
	n

	11
	11/10/09
	Dissociative identity disorder discussion
	y

	12
	11/17/09
	Psychological treatment
	y

	13
	11/23/09
	Research methods and classical social psychology experiments
	y

	14
	12/01/09
	Industrial organizational psychology
	y

	15
	12/08/09
	Health psychology – final exam review
	n


12/15 FINAL EXAM 10:30am – 1:15pm
HONOR CODE: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class, and these are detailed in the university catalog.
DISABILITY HELP: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Add/Drop Deadline for courses:
Last day to add: September 15th
Last day to drop: October 2nd
*The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus without notice
�To follow up on comment #3, this means that if someone demonstrates a knowledge of the content and some decent application of content on every reaction paper (which sounds like performance somewhere in the B to C range), they’ll only get 30/50 total points (or a D-/F) for them.





