PSYCHOLOGY 100: Basic Concepts in Psychology

RECITATION SECTION FOR LECTURE 002

FALL 2009

Section 320 
Thurs. 9:00-9:50 am
   Enterprise Hall 175

Instructor: Sarah Klein
E-mail: sklein8@gmu.edu
Office: TBA
Office Hours: TBA
Mailbox: Across from room 2005, David King Hall
Text: King, L. A. (2009). Psychology: An appreciative view (Study edition). New York: McGraw-Hill. (same as lecture)

OBJECTIVES

The recitation sections are intended as a forum for students to apply, review, discuss, and expand upon their knowledge of concepts covered in the main lecture of PSYC 100.  The recitation sections also provide the opportunity for students to ask questions and think critically about the material covered in the main lecture.

GRADING

Your recitation grade will be worth 18% of your total course grade.  Grades will be based on class participation, in-class activities, and three short journal-writing assignments.  For verbal participation, quality of comments will be valued over quantity, though everyone is encouraged to participate in discussion during each class.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: Though attendance will not be graded explicitly, we will often have in-class activities and discussions that you must be in class to complete; in effect, missing class will be detrimental to your final grade.

Several components of the course will add up to 18 points.

Discussion participation




5 points
(graded daily on a scale of 1-3, 1= superficial comment/question, 2=comment/ question with some insight, 3=great comments/ questions)

In-class activities/ practice quizzes



5 points

(scale 0-1: 0= did not complete, 1= completed—these activities reward attendance and effort)

3 Journal writing assignments




8 points

(scale 95-0%: 95%=turned in, good insight and examples, well thought out, 85%= turned in, some insight and examples, 75%= turned in, superficial thought processing, 65%= turned in, no evidence of critical thinking/ following the assignment, 0% = not turned in.)

COURSE COMPONENTS:

Recitation section will include some lectures, the material from which is eligible for coverage in the main lecture exams.

We will review main and recitation lecture information the section before each exam.

Please keep up with the readings as you would keep up with them for lecture.  Review “Critical Controversy,” “Sharpen Your Thinking,” and “Apply Your Knowledge” topics at the end of each chapter to have an idea of the type of topics we will discuss in recitation.

Journals: There will be three journal assignments spaced throughout the semester.  The class will be assigned a topic (usually a “Sharpen Your Thinking” or “Critical Controversy” exercise from the book) to which you can offer your personal reaction.  You should relate the subject to your personal experiences and observations and/ or examples from the text book (or other textual materials if you wish).  Journals that demonstrate critical thinking will earn the best grades.  Your journal entries should, at MINIMUM, be 1 page typed, double spaced, one-inch margins.  (Should you wish to write a longer journal entry, please feel free, but please limit to 5 pages double-spaced with one-inch margins.)  These journal assignments must be turned in IN PERSON during the class period in which they are due.  The journals will not be read aloud to protect your privacy, but the journal topic and your reaction will serve as the basis for the class discussion the day the journal is due (in other words, you should expect to share some of your thoughts/ observations that you wrote about in your journal).

***These are NOT meant to be research papers.  The goal is simply to get you to think critically about how a particular psychological topic applies to real life. 

In-class activities: We will do some practice quizzes from the book to review material and other “sharpen your thinking/critical controversy/apply your knowledge” activities from the book.  We will also work through some problems (especially in relation to research methods) and case examples.

Lectures:  Expect to listen and ask appropriate questions!  Lectures will not usually encompass the entire class period, so be prepared for discussions and/or exercises on those days as well.

TECHNOLOGY USAGE

Important announcements for this class will be distributed by email; thus you are required to check your Mason email account regularly and maintain your mailbox so as not to have messages rejected.  (See main lecture syllabus for further details.)
RESEARCH PARTICIPATION

You must participate in 7 hours of psychological research for 7% of your final grade for the entire course. (See main lecture syllabus for further details.)

HONOR CODE

George Mason University has an honor code that states the following:

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: 

Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. 

We will occasionally work in groups during recitation activities, and I wish to encourage a social environment of friendly and intelligent discussion in class. However, your performance on journals and other graded work MUST BE YOUR OWN, INDEPENDENT WORK. Any violations such as these will be reported to the Honor Code Committee, and may result in a failing grade for the course.

Disabilities
If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All accommodations must be made before assignments are due.

Last day to ADD a class: Sept. 15

Last day to DROP a class: Oct. 2
Please keep in mind that this syllabus may change slightly.  I will announce all changes in class AND over email.
RECITATION TOPIC SCHEDULE
9/3
Introduction, syllabus, overview

9/10
Applications of Research Methods 

9/17
Review Research Methods applications; Structures and function of brain (lecture)


Journal #1 DUE: Sharpen Your Thinking p. 37 & 51

9/24
Consciousness (lecture): Auto/Controlled processing; Circadian rhythms; Sleep; Dreams

10/1
Catch-up/Questions/Exam Review

10/8
Intelligence – theories (discussion); Measurement (reliability/validity) & IQ tests (lecture)

10/15
Application of Developmental theories 

10/22
Development of Personality (journal discussion); Application of Personality Examples


Journal #2 DUE: Read and respond to questions for Critical Controversy p. 134

10/29
Application of Learning Theories 

11/5
Catch-up; Exam review

11/12
Dissociative Identity Disorder: real disorder or no? Debate

11/19
Psychological Treatment (lecture)

11/26
THANKSGIVING BREAK, NO CLASS
12/3
Research Methods applied to Social Psychology; Industrial/Organizational Psychology 


Journal #3 DUE: Read and respond to questions for Critical Controversy p. 490

12/10
Health Psychology/ Questions/Exam Review
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