PSYC 211-001
Developmental Psychology

SYLLABUS – FALL 2009


Section 001
Time: MWF 9:30AM - 10:20AM

Room: Robinson B Rm228
Instructor: Deepti Gupta

Email: dgupta2@gmu.edu
Office hours: Monday 10:30am-11:30am or by appointment
Office: Thompson Hall

Mailbox: Graduate Student Mailboxes, 2nd Floor David King Hall 

REQUIRED TEXT:

Boyd, D. & Bee, H. (2009).  Lifespan Development (5th Edition).  Boston: Allyn & Bacon- Pearson Education, Inc.

COURSE GOALS:

This course will introduce you to psychological, biological, cognitive and socio-emotional perspectives of lifespan development. It attempts to expose you to the developmental of knowledge by emphasizing major domains of thought and methods of inquiry. We will do so by studying the primary scientific theories and theorists that have shaped the field of developmental psychology. Through this process, you will become familiar with the various periods an individual experience’s throughout the lifespan. In addition, you will be able to recognize and understand issues relevant to each developmental period. I hope that you will better understand things you have encountered or will encounter in your life. 

Most importantly, it is my intention that you walk away from this class with the ability to apply these perspectives to the world around you. I hope that you will take the concepts taught in this class and use them to form your own theories about the process of human development. After all, the study of psychology is so dynamic and relevant to the human condition because of its highly adaptive and comprehensive nature. Become an active theorist in your everyday life, and watch psychology come to life!

ATTENDANCE: 

This class meets for 50 minutes per day. You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and apply the material. In order to make the most out of your learning experience, it is imperative that you are not only present at each class meeting, but are alert, attentive and ready to learn.  

TECHNOLOGY:

You are expected to have a working GMU email account to which I may send any class information as the need develops.  You are responsible for making sure your account has enough available space to receive such emails.  

HONOR CODE:

All of the work that you do in this class is expected to be your own.  Please refer to the University Honor Code if you have further questions about what is expected of you and your level of academic integrity:  http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

If you are a student with a documented disability and require some academic accommodation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

IMPORTANT DATES

September 7, 2009



Labor Day- University Closed

September 15, 2009



Last Day to Add (Full Semester Course)

October 2, 2009



Last Day to Drop (Full Semester Course)

October 5 - October 30, 2009
  

Selective Withdrawal Period (Full Semester Course)

October 12, 2009



Columbus Day Reschedule - Class meets on Tuesday

November 25-29, 2009


Thanksgiving Recess

December 12, 2009



Last Day of Classes




GRADING POLICY:

Four quizzes will be given and scores from the best three will add to your final grade. There will be no make-up offered.  In the event that you are absent the day of a quiz, that quiz will count as your dropped score. Use of scantrons is required and you will be responsible for bringing your own clean, unmarked scantron with you to each quiz. Part of the grade would come from responses to Discussion posts on Blackboard and from summaries of two articles from recent Developmental Psychology journals.
In addition to your quiz grades, you will have the opportunity to earn up 5% extra credit by participating in psychology-related experiments through the university Experimetrix program. Each hour completed is equivalent to one percentage point towards the final grade. Extra credit hours are due by December 12th, no exceptions.  It is strongly advised that you do not wait until the end of the semester to sign up for these.  You will find fewer studies that you are eligible to participate in at the end of the semester. Start early and you will increase your chances of finding appropriate experiments to participate in. For more information and to sign up, go to http://experimetrix2.com/GMU.

Grade break-up
3 quizzes = 300 points

2 article summaries = 20 points

3 discussion posts = 30 points

Total = 350 points

Extra credit = 5 points

E.g. you earn a total of 315 points, and you have 4 experimental credits.

Grade calculation will be as follows: 

(315/350)*100 = 90+4 = 94

	CLASS SCHEDULE

	Week
	Date
	Topics
	Readings

	1
	8/31/2009
	INTRODUCTION TO DEVELOPMENTAL THEORY
	Chapter 1: p. 6-19                                         Chapter 2: p. 25-44

	
	9/2/2009
	
	

	
	9/4/2009
	
	

	2
	9/7/2009
	Monday, September 7th, 2009: Labor Day- University Closed

	
	9/9/2009
	Development in Infancy
	Chapter 4: p. 95-114

   Chapter 5: p. 122-140

	
	9/11/2009
	
	

	3
	9/14/2009
	THE EMERGENCE OF PERSONALITY AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR
	Chapter 6: p. 146-166

	
	9/16/2009
	
	

	
	9/18/2009
	
	

	4
	9/21/2009
	QUIZ 1: Monday, September 15th, 2009

	
	9/23/2009
	TRICYCLES AND TANTRUMS: THE EARLY CHILDHOOD YEARS
	Chapter 7: p. 177-199                               Chapter 8: p. 208-235

	
	9/25/2009
	
	

	5
	9/28/2009
	
	

	
	9/30/2009
	
	

	
	10/2/2009
	
	

	6
	10/5/2009
	MIDDLE CHILDHOOD: SCHOOLING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
	Chapter 9: p. 246-270                                  Chapter 10: p. 277-298

	
	10/7/2009
	
	

	
	10/9/2009
	
	

	7
	10/12/2009
	THE AGE OF ADOLESCENCE
	Chapter 11: p. 308-333

	
	10/14/2009
	
	

	
	10/16/2009
	
	

	8
	10/19/2009
	QUIZ 2: Monday, October 19th, 2009

	
	10/21/2009
	    TURBULENT OR TOTALLY RAD?
	Chapter 12: p. 341-362

	
	10/23/2009
	
	

	9
	10/26/2009
	THE A TO Z'S OF EARLY ADULTHOOD
	Chapter 13: p. 372-397                            Chapter 14: p. 405-426

	
	10/28/2009
	
	

	
	10/30/2009
	
	

	10
	11/2/2009
	
	

	
	11/6/2009
	DEVELOPMENTAL CONCERNS OF MIDDLE ADULTHOOD
	Chapter 15: p. 436-452

	11
	11/9/2009
	
	

	
	11/11/2009
	
	

	
	11/13/2009
	
	

	12
	11/16/2009
	
	Chapter 16: p. 462-475

	
	11/18/2009
	
	

	
	11/20/2009
	QUIZ 3: Friday, November 14th, 2009

	13
	11/23/2009
	BEGIN LATE ADULTHOOD
	Chapter 17: p. 485-506

	14
	11/25/2009
	Thanksgiving Recess

	
	11/27/2009
	

	
	11/30/2009
	SUCCESS IN LATE ADULTHOOD
	             Chapter 18: p. 513-534

	15
	12/2/2009
	DEATH AND BEREAVEMENT 
	Chapter 19: p. 541-566

	
	12/4/2009
	
	

	
	12/7/2009
	
	

	
	12/9/2009
	COURSE REVIEW

	
	
	QUIZ 4: Wednesday, December 17th, 2009 


· This is a tentative schedule.  Dates/topics are subject to change.  All modifications will be addressed in class with sufficient notice.
Grade Scale
A+  
97+

A
90+

B+
87+

B
83+

C+
75+

C
70+

D
60+

F
below 60
