PSYCHOLOGY 300 -- Fall 2009PRIVATE 


Statistics in Psychology
Course Instructor:

Richard Hermida, M.A.


Office Hours:


Tuesday 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.; RobinsonB 213A                 
                                

Phone Numbers:

765-571-0864 

Email:



rhermida@gmu.edu

Text:
Gravetter, F.J., & Wallnau, L.B.  (2010). Statistics for the behavioral sciences (8th Edition).  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thompson.

PURPOSE

Psychology 300 is an introduction to statistics as it applies to psychological research. By completion of the course, you should be able to select appropriate statistics, apply them, and make correct statistical decisions to answer many different questions of interest to psychological researchers.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Days of


Topic





Reading Assignment
9/1-9/3


Introduction





Ch 1

9/3-9/8


Frequency Distributions and Percentiles


Ch 2

9/10        

Central Tendency




Ch 3

9/15- 9/17

Variability 





Ch 4                 

9/21
     

Exam 1 Review                                


9/24-9/28      

Z-Scores



   

Ch 5 

10/1


Probability



   

Ch 6
10/6-10/8

Probability and Samples




Ch 7



10/13


Exam 2
 Review




 
10/15-10/20 

Hypothesis Testing  




Ch 8
10/22


Statistical Power




Richard’s Notes
10/27        

T-Test  


 



Ch 9                                
10/29-11/3

One-Way Analysis of Variance



Ch 13

11/5-11/10      

Two-Way Analysis of Variance 



Ch 15


11/12


Group Design and Testing Wrap-up


 

11/17


Exam 3
 Review

  


 
 
11/19


Correlation 





Ch 16
11/24


Simple Regression




Ch 17

12/1-12/3   

Multiple Regression




Ch 17 & Richard’s Notes
12/8


Exam 4 Review





 
12/10


All Purpose Wrap-up and Conclusion

12/15 

 
Final Exam Review (Optional)
12/17


Final Exam




      

CLASS STRUCTURE
FORMAT

1. Class will meet every Tuesday and Thursday at 10:30 in Innovation Hall 133. The lab is Tuesday.
2. Class time will be primarily focused on lecture with some time spent on problem sets. Lectures will be primarily focused on theoretical and non-computational aspects of statistics, while the lab will be more focused on the computational aspect of statistics and practicing/applying lecture topics. However, both lab and lecture will have a mixture of theory and computation/application.
3. You are expected to bring the book, a scientific calculator, and materials related to taking notes every day to class for optimal performance.

ATTENDANCE

Students will not be required to attend class. That is, no part of the course grade is directly determined by attendance. However, attendance is expected, as regular attendance is critical for content comprehension.

TECHNOLOGY
The lab section for this course will include instruction in statistical analysis using SPSS software.  All students in the class will also be expected to have an active email account. I will use be using Blackboard to post all class related materials.
I will only use my GMU email account with respect to this class. Students should do the same.

HONOR CODE

Students are expected to abide by the GMU Honor Code: “Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” Exams and assignments are expected to be individual efforts unless noted otherwise by the instructor or teaching assistant. Violations of the GMU Honor Code can result in failure of an assignment or exam, depending on the severity of violation. All violations will be reported to the Honor Committee.

If, at any point during the semester, you are doing anything untoward during any part of this course, you will receive an F for the course, and you will be recommended for expulsion.

If you are caught copying of another student’s exam, you will receive one warning. If you are caught a second time, you will receive an F for the course, and you will be recommended for expulsion.

GRADING INFORMATION

EXAM INFORMATION

This course will contain 4 exams before Finals week. The first 4 exams will be taken during lab. Prior to each of the first 4 exams, there will be a test review during the class time on the day of the exam. These review sessions are meant to clear up small problems before taking the exams. If you have major and significant problems, they need to be addressed prior to this date. 
The final exam will take place December 17th at 10:30 A.M. The final exam will be cumulative. Do not make plans to leave before this date. If you currently have plans to leave, change them.  
Students will not be allowed to take early or late exams with the exceptions of emergencies. It is asked that in the case of an emergency, you contact me as soon as you are able to regarding the emergency. Electronic or Paper documentation will be required for students to take exams outside the allotted times.

GRADE BREAKDOWN

	Graded Work
	Percentage of Grade

	Exam 1
	12.5 Percent

	Exam 2
	12.5 Percent

	Exam 3
	15.0 Percent

	Exam 4
	15.0 Percent

	Final Exam (Cumulative)
	20.0 Percent

	Lab Grade
	22.0 Percent

	Research Participation
	3.0 Percent


GRADING SCALE

	Grade
	Range

	A+
	96.67-100.00

	A
	93.34-96.66

	A-
	90.00-93.33

	B+
	86.67-89.99

	B
	83.34-86.66

	B-
	80.00-83.33

	C+
	76.67-79.99

	C
	73.34-76.66

	C-
	70.00-73.33

	D+
	66.67-69.99

	D
	63.34-66.66

	D-
	60.00-63.33

	F
	0.00-59.99


NOTE

For 3% of the grade, all students are required to serve for 3 hours as participants in psychological research.  For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.
MY PLEDGE TO YOU
I promise to treat you with respect, and carefully listen to your questions and comments
I promise to come to class prepared, to provide structure to the course and to convey a willingness to work with you in helping you master the material 

I promise to not develop diabolically hard exams to amuse myself. I also promise to have exams properly reflect what was presented in lecture and/or lab.
I promise (when possible) to try to relate the material to your own experience.

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU

I expect you to treat all parties with grace and respect.
I expect you to come to class and lab prepared to learn with your full attention, even when the material is difficult.

I expect you to extend a reasonable effort to learning the material. This could very easily require more work and be more difficult than other psychology classes. However, this does not excuse lack of effort on your part.
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Disability Resource Center

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Add/Drop and Withdrawal Deadlines 

Last Day to Add (Full-Semester Course)


September 15

Last Day to Drop (Full-Semester Course)

October 2

