Psychology 301-006 

Research Methods in Psychology
Fall 2009, Innovation Hall, Room 204
MW 1:30-2:20pm 

Instructor: Rachel York
Office:  Thompson Hall, Room 131

Office Hours: MW 2:30-3:00pm
E-mail: ryork@gmu.edu 

Texts

· Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2009). Research Methods in Psychology (8th edition). Boston: McGraw-Hill Higher Education

· Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (5th edition)

· Dunn, D.S. (2004). A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology. New York: Pearson Education, Inc.

Course Goals
· This course is designed as an introduction to psychological research methods, and will address general issues in research methodology as well as descriptive, experimental, and applied methodology.  This course will highlight the way data is collected, the strengths and weaknesses of each methodological approach, and the limit of interpretation for each technique. 

Grading Criteria – 500 total points

301 Lab: (200 points)                                                                             40%

Four Exams: (200 = 4 x 50 points each)                                                40%

Research Participation: (15 = 3 hours/credits x 5 points each)               3%
Class Attendance/Participation/Activities: (35 points)                           7%

Two Article Summaries: (50 = 2 x 25 points each)                              10%

Grading Scale:

98-100=A+; 93-97=A; 90-92=A-; 88-89=B+; 83-87=B; 80-82=B-; 

78-79=C+; 73-77=C; 70-72=C-; 60-69=D; 59 and lower =F.

Class attendance: Class attendance is very important and will count towards your grade.  Students are responsible for all of the materials and assignments covered in class. 

Article Summaries: Students will be required to write 2 article summaries during the semester.  Assignment details are outlined below, and are also posted on Blackboard.  No late assignments will be accepted unless an emergency arises.  Students may submit their summaries through email, in person, or using the Assignments function on Blackboard. 

Article Summary Assignment Details:
For each of the two article summaries you are required to write by the end of the course,  please read and briefly summarize an article published in a psychology research journal (any discipline within psychology – could be cognitive, social, developmental, clinical, legal, industrial/organizational, applied, etc.).  You will learn how to locate such research articles, both in the library and online, in the lab section of this course, but if you have any questions or need assistance finding an article to summarize, please let me know and I will help you.  

These summaries should be about 1-2 double-spaced pages long (12 pt font), and should include (1) the purpose of the study (what was the question the researchers asked and sought to answer with the results of the study),(2)  a brief description of the study’s method, (3) a summary of the study’s key findings (you do not have to state every single result if there are many, as there often are in research articles – just report the main, or most important results), (4)  any conclusions drawn by the researchers based on the study’s results, and (5) any real-world applications of the research.  

Be sure to provide the complete reference for the article you are summarizing in the paper (see the Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association, Dunn’s A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology, or look online for the proper APA reference format).  

You may submit your summaries directly to me in class, email them to me at ryork@gmu.edu, or submit them on Blackboard using the Assignments function.  Both article summaries are due by the end of the day (11:59pm) on the date of the final exam:  Wednesday, December 16, 2009.
Exams: If a student cannot attend an exam (for a legitimate reason) they must contact me in advance of the exam.  Students may make up an exam only once during the semester.
Lab Participation: You must be enrolled in a PSYC 301 lab section and attend the section in which you are enrolled. Lab is designed to provide hands-on experience with research and exposure to some classic research studies. It is considered writing intensive, so it will include multiple writing assignments with some feedback. A separate lab syllabus will be provided in the first lab session.  It will count for 40% of the final grade.  Lab grades will be translated to a percentage of the 200 possible points (ex.  90% lab grade = .9 x 200 = 180 points).

Research Participation: You will be required to participate in 3 credits (hours) of research. You can participate in any number of research projects, but the hours must total 3. (The number of credits for a study may range from .5 credit hours upward).  
To sign up for an experiment, you must log on to: http://gmu.sona-systems.com
i. Enter all the required information – you will need your GMU e-mail 
account as a user ID  and also your student ID number.

ii. Select the course.

iii. BE SURE TO SELECT THE RIGHT COURSE AND SECTION!    
iv. Click on register.

For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.
Honor Code: All assignments are expected to be the student’s own work.  Students may use books, notes, and other sources to prepare assignments and for exams.  Under no circumstances are students to collectively write assignments with another student.  This will be considered plagiarism.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.

Additional Information:  If you are a student with a documented disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services (SUB 1, Rm. 211) at 703-993-2474, and meet with me to discuss your needed accommodations.  All academic accommodations must be arranged with the Office of Disability Services before meeting with me.

*  Syllabus is subject to change by instructor.  Students will be notified in advance of any    

    changes made to the class syllabus.

Schedule: PSYC 301-006 - Fall 2009
	Date
	Chapter
	Topic

	M 8/31
	Chapter 1
	Introduction

	W 9/2
	Chapter 2
	Scientific Method

	M 9/7
	*Labor Day – No Class*

	W 9/9
	Chapter 4
	Observation

	M 9/14
	
	

	W 9/16
	Chapter 3
	Ethical Issues

	M 9/21
	
	

	W 9/23
	Exam 1 Review

	M 9/28
	Exam 1 – Chapters 1-4

	W 9/30
	Chapter 5
Chapter 12: pp. 414; 424-433
	Surveys

Data Analysis: Correlations

	M 10/5
	
	

	W 10/7
	
	

	M 10/12

*T 10/13*
	*Columbus Day – Class held Tuesday, 10/13 1:30-2:20 – No class Monday 10/12*

	
	Chapter 6
	Unobtrusive Measures

	W 10/14
	
	

	M 10/19
	Exam 2 Review

	W 10/21
	Exam 2 – Chapters 5, 6, & part of 12

	M 10/26
	Chapter 7
	Independent Groups Design

	W 10/28
	
	

	M 11/2
	Chapter 8
Chapters 12 & 13: pp. 399-414, 424-433, 453-459, 464-471
	Repeated Measures Design

Data Analysis



	W 11/4
	
	

	M 11/9
	
	

	W 11/11
	Exam 3 Review

	M 11/16
	Exam 3 – Chapters 7, 8, most of 12, & most of 13

	W 11/18
	Chapter 9
Chapter 13: pp.471-74; 477-80
	Complex Designs
Data Analysis

	M 11/23
	
	

	W 11/25
	*Thanksgiving Recess – No Class*

	M 11/30
	Chapter 14
	Communication in Psychology

	W 12/2
	Chapter 10
	Single Case Designs

	M 12/7
	Chapter 11
	Quasi-Experimental Designs

	W 12/9
	Exam 4 Review

	W 12/16
	Exam 4 – Chapters 9, 10, 11, parts of 13, & 14


