PSYC 314: Adolescent Psychology 

Fall Semester 2009

Instructor: Marcella Marcey, Ph.D.  

Contact information:  DrMarcey@aol.com, mmarcey@gmu.edu, or 703-534-8584

Emergency contact:  703-505-9104 (I prefer you send an text message if you can)

Class Location: Krug Hall Room 7

Meeting time:  Tuesday/Thursday 1:30-2:45

Office Location: Thompson 131
Office hours:  Tuesday 12:30-1:30 

Course objectives: This course will examine the emotional, cognitive, social and physical 

development that occurs during adolescence. Students will gain an understanding of early and

current theories of adolescent development in addition to reviewing empirical 

research about various topics of interest. In addition, the class is structured in an attempt 

to create an environment in which to discuss, debate and explore the information 

presented as well as student’s knowledge and experiences.

Upon successful completion of this course students, at a minimum:

1. Describe the significant changes that occur within an adolescent including cognitive, physiological, emotional, and social changes. 

2. Discuss the development of the adolescent as a whole - integrating all of the above areas of change into a coherent form. 

3. Describe the major theories of adolescent development and state their basic premises. 

4. Articulate problems associated with sexuality, dating relations, family conflicts, substance abuse, identity issues, and peer pressure.

Required text: Adolescence  by Robert Feldman, First Edition, Pearson Prentice Hall  



       ISBN: 978-0-13-175061-6

Important Dates:  Last day to drop without penalty: September 15, 2009




    Last day to drop with tuition penalty:  October 02, 2009




    Final exam:  December 17, 2009, 1:30 to 4:15

Course requirements:  All students are required to have a GMU Email address and to check it regularly.  I make use of Blackboard so learn to use it. 

Attendance/ Participation:  (10 % of grade)

Students are expected to attend all scheduled class meetings. Students are responsible for all material and announcements presented in class, including announcements about changes in the schedule and assignments. Class time will be used as a platform for interactive discussion of current topics and readings. Lecture will be taken from various resources including the required text in addition to other 

empirical readings from psychological journals. Although attendance will not be taken 

into account per say, participation is. Class participation can be defined as coming to 

class with assigned class readings completed, discussion topics/ questions prepared, and 

willingness to participate.

Thought papers (15%): 

Students are required to write a thought paper for each chapter of the book except chapter 1 (13 essays in all).  Each chapter has several summaries labeled “Review and Apply.”   You assignment is to choose one of the questions under the apply section and write 200 to 300 words about it.  These essays are due the first day the chapter is to be discussed  They may be turned in by email or in paper form.  Any essays that are not to me by midnight of the first day of the chapter discussion will have 10 points deducted. If the essays come after the chapter is completed 20 points will be deducted from the grade  The essays will be graded on thoughtfulness, clarity of presentation, and demonstrated knowledge of the text.  Relating materials from your life, other psychology classes, and anything else relevant is especially useful and falls under the thoughtfulness category.  All these essays need to be typed and you need to copy the question you are answering from the book so I know what you are writing about.  

Exams:  (75% of the grade, 15% each) 

There will be 5 exams.  Exams will be multiple choice and true/false format.  The last exam will be given during the scheduled final exam session.  These exams will be based on material from the textbook, the lectures, and discussions. If you are going to miss an exam because of an emergency you must contact me BEFORE the scheduled exam to discuss a make-up unless you can prove that you were incapable of doing so.  You are encouraged to send me a text message on my emergency number rather than kept calling me. To make up an exam without penalty you must have written documentation of an EMERGENCY.  Emergencies include hospitalization, jury duty, death, disability, or a car accident.  Although there may be times when other, less severe, circumstances cause you to miss or be late to class (severe traffic, cold/flu, work commitments), these do not constitute emergencies.  You will be able to make up an exam at a time and place that I chose, but you will have a different exam than the class and you will have 10 points deducted from your grade.

Grading

The university uses a plus & minus system in grading which will be followed for this course with one exception -- if you earn a 90% or above you will receive an A.  For every other grade the standard plus & minus criteria applies.

Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code; pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.  Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of particular exam questions or answers between students may take place.  All students must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described by the GMU catalog (http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/index.html#Anchor13). Exam performances and assignments must be each student’s own work. If you have any questions about the honor code or permissible use of materials or collaboration, please see me. Violations of the honor code will not be tolerated in this course and immediate reporting of any violations will take place according to the University procedures.  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities  

It is the policy of the University to make reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Such requests will be accommodated within the reasonable constraints of fairness and timeliness with regard to the instructor and the other students enrolled in the course. 

COURSE SCHEDULE   (Subject to change)

The week of:  





Chapter:

August 31






Go over the syllabus; Chapter 1 Introduction to 









Adolescence

September 7





Chapter 2: Physical Development









First writing assignment due Sept. 8 by midnight

September 14





Chapter 3:  Cognitive Development









WA due Sept. 15 



September 22 Exam 1 on Chapters 1, 2, and 3

September 21





Chapter 4:  Social Development









WA due Sept. 24

September 28





Chapter 5:  Self and Identity









WA due Sept. 29

October 5






Chapter 6:  Adolescents and Their Families









WA Due Oct. 6



October 15 Exam 2 on Chapters 4, 5, and 6

October 19






Chapter 7:  Peers









WA Due Oct. 20

October 26






Chapter 8:  Intimacy









WA Due Oct. 27

November 2





Chapter 9:  Adolescent Sexuality









WA Due Nov. 3



November 10 Exam 3 on Chapters 7, 8, and 9

November 9





Chapter 10:  Schooling, Education, and Society









WA Due Nov. 12

November 16





Chapter 10 continued

November 23





Chapter 11:  Work and Leisure









WA Due Nov. 24

November 30





Chapter 12:  Culture and Diversity









WA Due Dec. 1




December 1 Exam 4 on Chapters 10, 11, and 12

December 1





Chapter 13:  Adolescent Problems









WA Due Dec. 3

December 8





Chapter 14:  Stress and Coping and Well Being









WA Due Dec. 9




December 17 Exam 5 on Chapters 13 and 14

