Adolescent Psychology--PSY 314 (002)
Professor: Jennifer M. Levitas, Ph.D.

Adolescent development is a fascinating topic.  It is relevant to all students since everyone in this classroom has traversed adolescence, and most people will go on to have children who will eventually become, alas, adolescents!  My goal in this class is to help you understand the social, emotional, and cognitive development of adolescents.  Some material helps provide a foundation for understanding adolescents, such as their biology and how they progress through cognitive stages.  Other material is based on important things teenagers face today, such as their tremendous interaction with media (television, computer games, music, internet, text messaging, etc.).  It is my desire to pique your interest in this very pivotal time in development—adolescence!

Class meetings: Mondays, 7:20-10:00

Class location: Robinson Hall, A123
Email: gofossil@verizon.net  Phone: 571-435-7193

Office Hours: 10:00 – 11:00 pm on Mondays, Thompson Hall, room 131
Texts: 1) Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood (4th edition) by Jeffrey Jensen Arnett
2) A Tribe Apart: A journey into the heart of American adolescence by Patricia Hersch

To successfully complete this course, you must

· Complete three out of four exams
· Write a 4-5 page research paper
· Give one presentation to the class

Exams
Exams consist of 50 multiple-choice questions.  The first three exams are not cumulative, but the final exam is cumulative.  Your lowest exam grade will be dropped.  Thus, if you are happy with your grades on the first three exams, you may choose to skip the final exam!  If you miss one exam for ANY REASON, that is the exam that will be dropped, thus there will be no makeup exams.  No exceptions!
Research Paper
Select a topic in adolescent development that intrigues you.  Find a minimum of three recent journal articles about the same or overlapping topics (with publication dates no earlier than 2005) and write a paper about your chosen topic.  The articles must come from academic, peer review periodicals—no newspaper articles, magazines, or blogs.  Examples of appropriate journals are: Journal of Youth and Adolescence; Adolescence; etc.  The body of the paper should be four to five pages in length, not including title page and references.  The paper should be in APA format (1 inch margins all around, correct in-text citations, reference page, etc.).  

Presentation

You are required to give one presentation to the class, lasting approximately 10 minutes.  You will choose two partners and present as a team of three.  You and your partners should choose one current journal article that is (at least tangentially) related to the topic we are discussing that day.  You will base your presentation on the article.  You need to provide me a copy of the article the day you present it.  Make your presentation interesting, informative, and fun if possible!  If we are in a high-tech room, feel free to use PowerPoint.  If we are in a low-tech room, you may need to get creative (Blackboard?  Overhead?  Handouts?).  Your goal is to transmit the content of the journal article to the class, and to keep them interested.  Do not read from your notes when you present.  You can glance down at your notes when you need to, but make sure you know the material well enough so that you can talk to the class, not read to the class.  There will be no “social loafing” on this project!  Each of the three partners will be assigned a specific task.  One person will discuss the background (intro) of the research, one person will explain the methodology (how the study was conducted), and the third person will discuss the results and implications of the study.  Each partner will also write up one discussion question that you believe would foster an interesting class discussion.  
Breakdown of grading
Exams –75% of your grade (each of your three highest exam grades are worth 25%)

Paper—15% of your grade

Presentation—10% of your grade

To figure out your final grade:

Exam #1 grade x .25 =

Exam #2 grade x .25 =

Exam #3 grade x .25 =

Paper grade x .15 =

Presentation grade x .10 =

Add up all these numbers and you will have your final grade.

	93-100 = A
	87-89 = B+
	77-79 = C+
	60-69 = D
	Below 60 = F

	90-92 = A-
	83-86 = B
	70-76 = C
	
	

	
	80 – 82 = B-
	
	
	


Miscellaneous

This is a predominantly lecture-based class, liberally interspersed with classroom discussions.  The honor code is in effect in this classroom.  Sharing information on exams and papers is not permitted.  Please make sure you cite sources as appropriate in your paper, and avoid plagiarism.  
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Last day to add: 9/15

Last day to drop: 10/2 (Selective withdrawal option from 10/5-10/30.  Please speak with an advisor before choosing selective withdrawal.)

Calendar and assignments:
	Week 
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter

	1
	8/1
	Introduction
	

	
	9/7
	No class—Enjoy Labor Day!
	

	2
	9/14
	The science of adolescent development
	1

	3
	9/21
	Biological and physiological development

Cognitive development and social cognition
	2

	4
	9/28
	Information processing and intelligence
	3

	5
	10/5
	Exam #1
	

	6
	10/13—Tuesday!
	Families
	7

	7
	10/19
	Peers
	8

	8
	10/26
	Schools and Culture
	10 & 4

	9
	11/2
	Exam #2
	

	10
	11/9
	The self and identity
	6

	11
	11/16
	Gender
Research Papers Due
	5

	12
	11/23
	Sexuality
	9

	13
	11/30
	Exam #3
	

	14
	12/7
	Moral development, values, and religion

Adolescent problems
	12 & 13

	15
	12/14
	Final Exam
	


Note: Adolescent development topics do not always fit neatly into two-hour and forty minute time increments, and neither do all of my lectures.  Sometimes lectures will be less than the allotted time, in which case I may start the next lecture at the end of class. Sometimes a lecture assigned for one week will run into the next.  Do not stress out about this.  Just make sure you keep up to date so you know where we are!
