PSYC 414-001
Behavioral Disorders of Childhood
SYLLABUS-Fall 2009

Tuesday and Thursday, 12:00-1:15
Room: R A 247
Instructor: Rebecca H. Zaja
Email: rzaja@gmu.edu
Office hours: Tuesday, 1:30-2:30 (or by appointment)

Office: Thompson Hall, room 131, phone number: 703-993-1349 (leave message)
Mailbox: Graduate Student Mailboxes, David King Hall 

REQUIRED TEXT:
Mash, E.J., & Wolfe, D.A. (2007). Abnormal Child Psychology, (4th ed.), Wadsworth Publishers, CA: Belmont.
COURSE GOALS:
Psychology is the study of human behavior, emotion and cognition. Abnormal child psychology broadens the scope of these fundamental psychological processes by further investigating phenomena within the context of psychopathology—that is, impairments in children’s cognitive, social, emotional and behavioral functioning that are manifested in terms of positive and negative symptomatology. This course will explore the symptoms commonly displayed by children diagnosed with these disorders and will also examine the potential etiological explanations and various treatment options associated with these disorders.

The main goal of this course is to provide you with the opportunity to apply and expand your current knowledge of clinical science within the context of childhood psychopathology. This course draws on past coursework in developmental, child, abnormal, and bio-psychology in order build a comprehensive framework for the evaluation of current research and practice within the field of child clinical psychology.

By the end of this course, you should have a more comprehensive understanding of child mental health, the characteristics of the major disorders covered, and the issues that surround diagnosis and treatment. We will discover together that mental illness is, by nature, a spectrum, with individual children exhibiting to varying degrees different symptoms that may or may not lead to a clinical diagnosis.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: 
You are expected to attend all scheduled class meetings and should come to class prepared to discuss and apply the material.  Attendance is important, as exam and quiz material will include content not presented in the textbook, including videos, articles reviewed from empirical journals and the media, and class discussion. You are responsible for acquiring any notes (from fellow students) from classes missed and are encouraged to form groups outside of class time to share lecture notes and to study for exams.

While class attendance will not be taken on a regular basis, I will make note of class participation. Class participation includes active involvement in group discussion and quality work on in-class activities. At times, the class activities may involve the use of your textbook, so you should bring it with you to each class meeting.  
EXAMS: 
There will be 4 exams throughout the semester. Three of these will count towards your grade and one will be dropped.  There will be no make-up exams offered.  In the event that you are absent the day of an exam, that exam will count as your dropped score.  
The exams will cover material reviewed during the lecture and from the assigned readings from the textbook. Exams can include some combination of multiple choice and short answer questions.  If GMU cancels classes on a test day for any reason, then the test will be given on the first day that classes resume.  
MULTIDISCIPLINARY GROUP CASE STUDY: 
You will be assigned to groups of 4.  Towards the end of the second week of class, you will be given these group assignments and the case studies you will use in your project. This exercise is designed to demonstrate the importance of taking a multidisciplinary approach to diagnosis and treatment when assessing mental health issues.  Each member of the group will assume the role of a different mental health professional and you will prepare a 12 minute presentation that will discuss the case from each perspective.  Presentations will be made during the last week of classes. Each member of the group will hand in a 1-page typed document (APA style, of course) that describes their role as member of a multidisciplinary diagnostic team.  A list of possible professionals you can include will be posted on Blackboard.  
You will have three 15-20 minute group meetings in class.  It is recommended that groups first meet and read their case study together.  Generate some initial ideas about the case and begin to identify key professionals to include in the analysis.  At the next meeting, plan out in more detail who will take which role.  On your own, explore the tasks a professional in this role would assume and type out your statement.  At the final meeting, organize the details of your presentation.  The presentation format should be a straightforward statement about the goals and roles each professional will have in this case.  You may use PowerPoint slides if you wish, but this is not required.   
META-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS (MRAs):
In lieu of a formal research paper, you will complete three meta-response papers (40 points each) that will analyze current issues in the field of child psychopathology.  Specifically, these assignments are designed to address issues where research/professional evidence intersects with the general public/popular culture.  Readings and details about each of these will be given in class and posted on Blackboard.  Appropriate coverage of the issues should result in an MRA that is about 4 pages in length that is formatted according to the APA 6th edition publication manual (APA style will be covered briefly in class and it is strongly advised that you do not miss this presentation). 

As meta-response papers, these assignments are designed to provide you an opportunity to synthesize material covered in class with your own insight and clinical commentary.  This should be supported/ underscored by references to available research.  The precise number of references that is expected for each MRA will vary.  For each MRA, I will supply you with one or two of these sources (depending on the topic) and, should an additional reference or two be required, you will be responsible for obtaining this on your own.   Please note that all student-gathered references should be from empirical sources (i.e. scholarly, peer-reviewed journals, not textbooks or anything that has a "wiki" or "pedia" in its citation).  Each MRA will be discussed briefly in class and I will post assignment descriptions/the articles you are to use on Blackboard.  See the COURSE OUTLINE for due dates.
GRADING:

Rubrics for graded assignments will be posted on Blackboard.  Before turning in an assignment, it is your responsibility to print out and attach the appropriate rubric.  Failure to do so will result in a deduction of points from the total grade on that assignment.

The final grade you receive for the course will be based on the following point delineation:

	Exams (best 3 out of 4)
	300

	MRAs
	120

	Participation/Activities
	30

	Group Case Study Project
	50

	Total
	500


Grades will be assigned based on the student having earned a number of points corresponding with the following averages (approximately):

A+= 97-100%

A=93-96%
      A-=90-92%

B+=87-89%

B=83-86%
      B-=80-82%
C+=77-79%

C=73-76%
      C-=70-72%
D= 60-69%

F= <60%

TECHNOLOGY:

I will use Blackboard in this class to communicate and post grades/other documents that may be necessary.  In addition, you are expected to have a working GMU email account to which I may send any class announcements as the need arises.  You are responsible for making sure your account has enough available space to receive such emails.  

HONOR CODE:
All of the work that you do in this class is expected to be your own.  Please refer to the University Honor Code if you have further questions about what is expected of you and your level of academic integrity:  http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

If you are a student with a documented disability and require some academic accommodation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

IMPORTANT DATES:
September 7, 2009



Labor Day- University Closed

September 15, 2009



Last Day to Add 

October 2, 2009



Last Day to Drop 

October 5-October 30, 2009
  

Selective Withdrawal Period
October 12, 2009



Columbus Day Reschedule-Class meets on Tuesday

November 25-29, 2009


Thanksgiving Recess

December 12, 2009



Last Day of Classes


COURSE OUTLINE:
*The schedule below is tentative.  Dates/topics are subject to change.  All modifications will be addressed in class with sufficient notice.

	Date
	Topics
	Readings and Assignments

	9/1/2009
	Course Orientation, Syllabus, Understanding Child Psychopathology
	 

	9/3/2009
	Understanding Abnormal Child Psychology and Theories and Causes
	Chapters 1 & 2

	9/8/2009
	Theories and Causes (cont'd)
	Chapter 2

	9/10/2009
	Research and Issues in Assessment and Diagnosis (Part I)
	Chapter 3 and Chapter 4

	9/15/2009
	Issues in Assessment and Diagnosis (Part II) and Treatment
	Chapter 4 

	9/17/2009
	APA Format/Literature Searching, Group Presentation Details and Group Meeting Time
	   APA Style Article (see Blackboard) 

	9/22/2009
	Exam 1

	9/24/2009
	Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
	Chapter 5 

	9/29/2009
	Conduct Disorders
	Chapter 6 & MRA I Due

	10/1/2009
	Anxiety Disorders (Part I)
	Chapter 7 

	10/6/2009
	Anxiety Disorders (Part II) 
	

	10/8/2009
	Mood Disorders (Part I)
	Chapter 8  

	10/13/2009
	Columbus Day (10/12): Monday Classes Meet on Tuesday

	10/15/2009
	Mood Disorders (Part II)
	Chapter 8  

	10/20/2009
	The Bipolar Debate, & Group Meeting #2
	Articles (see Blackboard) 

	10/22/2009
	Exam 2

	10/27/2009
	Intellectual Disability
	Chapter 9

	10/29/2009
	Autism Spectrum Disorders
	Chapter 10 & MRA II Due

	11/3/2009
	Autism Spectrum Disorders and Childhood Onset Schizophrenia
	Chapter 10

	11/5/2009
	Educating the Public on ASD
	Articles (see Blackboard) 

	11/10/2009
	Communication and Learning Disorders
	Chapter 11

	11/12/2009
	Exam 3

	11/17/2009
	Health and Substance Abuse Disorders
	Chapter 12

	11/19/2009
	Eating Disorders and Related Conditions;                                                     Group Meeting #3
	Chapter 13

	11/24/2009
	
	

	11/26/2009
	Thanksgiving Recess

	12/1/2009
	Childhood Maltreatment and Non-Accidental Trauma
	Chapter 14

	12/3/2009
	Group Presentations: Groups 1-5
	 

	12/8/2009
	Group Presentations: Groups 6-10
	

	12/10/2009
	Course Summary, Focus on Careers & Future Planning, and Review
	MRA III Due

	12/15/2009
	Final Exam: 10:30am-1:15pm


