History & Systems

Psychology 465-004: Fall 2009

Instructor: 
Megan Merlock Gliniecki, Ph.D

Course Schedule: 
Tu 7:20-10:00 PM

Office: 
Thompson Building, Room 131

Class Location:
Robinson B111
Phone:
202-557-1217




Office Hours:

Tu 5:00-6:00 PM

Email:

mgliniec@gmu.edu **best way to reach me



* or by appointment
Course Description and Objectives:
This course is designed to introduce students to the history of psychology, including an examination of key players and concepts integral to the development of modern psychology.  By the end of this course, students should have an understanding of:

· The establishment and evolution of psychology as an independent field

· Major trends, theories, and persons that have influenced psychology

· The role of historical context in the formation of ideas and perspectives central to the science of psychology

Required Text:
David Hothersall. (2004). History of Psychology (4th Ed.). New York, NY: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

*Additional reading may include PowerPoint slides and articles/passages presented at lecture. If you are not present in class, you are still responsible for knowledge from these other materials.

***Lecture outlines will be posted on BlackBoard prior to the beginning of each class period. For greatest ease and learning, it is recommended that you print the outlines and bring them to lecture.

Course Requirements

Attendance & Participation:

Class attendance is expected. Although attendance and participation will not be graded, they will be taken into consideration in the case of borderline grades. Active participation will enhance your grade by leading to greater comprehension of material, and may also make class more interesting.  Please also note that failure to attend class often results in poor performance on exams. 

Examinations:

Three exams will be given throughout the course. Each exam will be worth 100 points for a total of 300 points.  Exams will be equally weighted, and all three scores will count toward your total grade. Exams may include multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. Exam material will include information presented in lecture – including material presented during student presentations - and from the textbook. 

Scantrons will be used for each exam, and students are required to provide their own forms, which are available in the university book store.  Exams will commence at the beginning of class, and you will have the regular class time to complete the exam.  If you arrive late for class, you will not be given extra time.  In addition, note that if you arrive after any student has completed the exam, you will have forfeited your opportunity to take the test and will receive a zero. 

Exam Make-up Policy:
The following policy refers to all scheduled exams. There will be no make-up exams except in instances of the following:
· Hospitalization or illness that has been documented and judged by your instructor as preventing you from (a) preparing adequately for a test, or (b) sitting for a test

· Death in your family

· Court appearances

Documentation must be provided by health officials in the case of illness; an immediate family member in the case of death; and official paperwork in the instance of court dates.  Students failing to produce such documentation will not be able to make-up an exam.  Decisions about whether and when to allow a student to make up an exam will be made on a case-by-case basis and are at the discretion of the professor.

Group Project - Presentation and Essays:
Each student is required to participate in one group project during the semester. Projects will highlight major figures in the history of psychology.  The purpose is for you to become an expert on one of these figures and to share what you have learned with the rest of the class. Projects will consist of two parts: 1) a presentation with class handout, and 2) essay questions.  Each part will be worth 50 points for a total of 100 points.  

Presentations will be given during scheduled class time and should last a total of 20 minutes.  Your presentation should provide an overview of the person’s life with a focus on his/her contributions to the field of psychology. Please note that material from your presentations will be included on the exams. For this reason, it is required that your presentation incorporate some aspect of written material that will be disseminated to the rest of the class. This may be in the form of PowerPoint slides or a typed summary of presented material, which can be shared and posted on Blackboard.  These materials will count toward the 50 points you receive for the presentation portion of your project.  A copy of all materials used in your presentation should be turned in to the professor on the day you present in class.

Historical figures will be assigned by the instructor, who will provide a packet of materials for each group.  The packet will include a suggested outline of your presentation, including important topics relevant to the specific figure.  Packets will also include a list of helpful websites and references along with essay questions, which should be answered by the group (not individually) and submitted the day of your presentation.  Your answers to the essay questions will be worth a total of 50 points. Note that you should be able to give an excellent presentation using just your textbook and the packet materials.

Grades:
Throughout the semester, you will have the opportunity to earn a total of 400 points toward your final grade.  Points will be distributed as follows:

· Exam 1





100 points

25% of total grade

· Exam 2





100 points

25% of total grade

· Exam 3





100 points

25% of total grade

· Group Project




100 points

25% of total grade

(Group project: Presentation plus class handouts – 50 points; Essays – 50 points)






The grading scale is as follows:


A
93-100%
B+
87-89%

C+
77-79%

D+
67-69%


A-
90-92%

B
83-86%

C
73-76%

D
60-66%





B-
80-82%

C-
70-72%

F
below 60%

Policies and Expectations

Academic Integrity:

Students are to adhere to the standards of personal honesty set forth by the George Mason University Honor Code, which is available for review at http://www.gmu.edu/org/honorcouncil/guidelines.htm.  Academic dishonesty in this course will not be tolerated and, in accordance with the undergraduate handbook, will minimally result in a failing grade for the course.  Exam performances and all assignments must be each students own work, but students may use any means they prefer when learning the material.  Studying in groups is encouraged.  No written material may be used during exams.  If you have any questions concerning the honor code or permissible use of materials or collaboration, please see me. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, you are responsible for contacting the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474 and for bringing your needs to the attention of the instructor within the first three weeks of the semester. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the DRC.  

Technology:
All posted materials for the class will be accessible through the course’s BlackBoard website.  To access BlackBoard, go to https://gmu.blackboard.com and log on with your email account information.

Proposed Schedule of Classes and Topics:
Please note that what follows is a tentative schedule and thus may change. It is your responsibility to become informed of any changes as well as any other announcements or information presented in class.  Unless otherwise specified, the reading assigned for each week should be completed prior to that week’s class. Please also note these important dates for the Fall 2009 semester: Last day to add – September 15; Last day to drop – October 2.

WEEK
DATE

TOPIC





READING

Week 1

Tu 09/01
Introduction to the course; Ancient Thinkers

Syllabus; Chapter 1

Week 2

Tu 09/08
Scientific and Philosophical Influences on Psychology
Chapter 2

Week 3

Tu 09/15
Physiological Influences on Psychology


Chapter 3

Week 4

Tu 09/22
Wundt and The Founding of Psychology


Chapter 4

Week 5

Tu 09/29
Contributions of German Psychologists


Chapter 6





Group Presentation: Ebbinghaus





Week 6

Tu 10/06
Exam 1








Week 7

Tu 10/13
No Class because of Columbus Day Holiday

Week 8

Tu 10/20
Evolutionary Thinking: Darwin et al.


Chapter 9





Group Presentation: Galton








American Pioneers in Psychology


Chapter 9





Group Presentation: James

Week 9

Tu 10/27
Structuralism





Chapter 5 – pp. 139-155





Group Presentation: Titchener








Functionalism





Chapter 10





Group Presentation: Thorndike

Week 10
Tu 11/03
Applied Psychology




Chapter 11





Group Presentation: Goddard



Chapter 5 – pp. 155-173

Week 11
Tu 11/10
Gestalt Psychology




Chapter 7





Group Presentation: Lewin

Week 12
Tu 11/17
Exam 2

Week 13
Tu 11/24
The Origins of Behaviorism



Chapter 12





Group Presentation: Watson









The Evolution of Behaviorism



Chapter 13





Group Presentation: Skinner




Week 14
Tu 12/01
Clinical Psychology and Psychoanalysis


Chapter 8





Group Presentation: Freud




Week 15
Tu 12/08
Contemporary Developments in Psychology

Lecture Notes

Week 16
Tu 12/15
Exam 3

Note Time: 7:30-10:15 PM

