
Section 310

Thursdays 9:00-9:50
Krug Hall Rm. 205

Section 311

Thursdays 10:30-11:20
Robinson Hall Rm. A245

Kate Zinsser

kzinsser@gmu.edu 
Phone: 703-993-1378

Mailbox: Hallway of 2nd floor, David King Hall

Office Hours: Thursdays 11:30-12:30
Location: ADP Family Room – Basement of David King near 1024

REQUIRED TEXT:  The Science of Psychology:  An Appreciative View, by Laura A. King, McGraw-Hill, 2009.

GOAL OF RECITATION COURSE:  The purpose of recitation is to provide you with additional information not covered in your Psych 100 lecture as well as to give you the opportunity to ask questions about the lecture material.  Recitation accounts for 20% of your course grade.  
IMPORTANT DATES: 

Last day to add a class: February 2nd

Last day to drop a class: February 19th 
GRADES:  Your grade in this course will be based on your attendance (45%), participation (30%), and periodic quizzes (25%).

Attendance Each student will start the semester with 45 points for attendance.  Missing a class will result in 3 points being deducted from your attendance score.  You will be allotted 1 missed class without penalty however any additional missed periods will result in deductions.  For example, if you attend all but 2 recitation classes, the free-be will mean that only 3 points will be lost. 
Participation will constitute an additional 30% of your grade. To earn full participation credit you will be expected to actively be involved in all class activities and come prepared to each period with any materials or completed assignments described on the syllabus.

In addition, periodic pop quizzes will be given to ensure that you are keeping up with the material being covered.  These quizzes will make up the remaining 25% of your grade.  THERE ARE NO MAKEUP QUIZZES.  If the university cancels classes on a quiz day, the quiz will be given at the next scheduled class meeting.  If you miss class when a quiz is given, you surrender the points that you would have earned by completing the pop quiz.  
******Please remember that your performance in this recitation course will make up 20% of your final grade in Psych 100. ******

CLASS SCHEDULE
Given that this recitation only meets weekly and before your 2nd lecture of the week, there will be times when we might be slightly ahead of the lecture.  Please keep me informed of your lecture progress. If we are going too quickly or if you have additional questions that need to be discussed based on previous lectures, this schedule can be amended.  If you keep me in the loop, you’ll get more out of this class.
	Week (Date)
	Subjects
	Activity
	Assignment

	1 – January 21st 
	Introductions & History of Psychology (Ch 1)
	Review Syllabus and Class Expectations
	Same as Lecture

	2 – January 28th 
	Research methods (Ch.2), Biological basis of psychology (Ch.3)
	Student Info Data Analysis
	Same as Lecture

	3 – February 4th 
	Developmental Psychology (Ch 4)
	Emerging Adulthood Discussion
	Same as Lecture

	4 – February 11th 
	Sensation & Perception (Ch. 5)
	Top Chef

Quick Fire Challenge 
	Bring a blindfold

	5 – February 18th 
	Consciousness (Ch. 6) & Review for Exam 1
	Altered States Discussion & Review Game
	Bring 3 typed questions for review class

	6 – February 25th 
	Learning (Ch. 7)
	Classroom Conditioning
	Same as Lecture

	7 – March 4th 
	Memory (Ch. 8)
	Memory Tricks (& study tips) and Creating False Memories
	Same as Lecture

	8 – March 11th 
	Spring Break
	Relax
	

	9 – March 18th 
	Thinking, Intelligence & Language (Ch. 9)
	Defining Intelligence
	Same as Lecture

	10 – March 25th 
	Motivation & Emotions (Ch. 10) & Personality (Ch. 11)
	Differentiating Thoughts and Feelings
	Same as Lecture

	11 – April 1st
	Catch Up & Review for Exam 2
	Review Games
	Bring 3 typed questions for review class

	12 – April 8th 
	Social psychology (Ch.12)
	Experimental Ethics Discussion
	Same as Lecture

	13 – April 15th 
	Psychological disorders (Ch.13)
	“Welcome to Holland”
	Same as Lecture

	14 – April 22nd 
	Therapies (Ch.14)
	TBD
	Same as Lecture

	15 – April 29th 
	Health psychology (Ch.15) & Review for Final Exam
	Review Game
	Bring 3 typed questions for review class


HONOR CODE: George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited.  All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.  See honorcode.gmu.edu for more detailed information.  For this class, your exam performance must be your own work, but you may learn the material any way you like.  I encourage studying in groups.  Taping for personal use lectures is permitted. No written material may be used during exams.  Sending or receiving any electronic communication during an exam will result in a grade of zero on that exam.  The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
DISABILITY: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Accommodations must be arranged in advance – we are not permitted to adjust your grade or provide accommodations if you request them after the fact [after doing poorly on an exam].
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