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Adam Miller
Email: amillec@gmu.edu

Mailbox: 2nd floor, David King Hall

Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:00-11:50
Location: 1034G David King Hall

REQUIRED TEXT:  The Science of Psychology:  An Appreciative View, by Laura A. King, McGraw-Hill, 2009.

GOAL OF RECITATION COURSE:  The purpose of recitation is to provide opportunities to review and apply the concepts presented in the lecture component of this course.  In addition to reviewing and discussing topics from lecture, new information will be provided throughout the semester.  By the end of this semester, students should be able to fully understand fundamental concepts from each area of psychology and be able to apply these concepts to everyday situations.  Additionally, students should have a better understanding of how research methods in the behavioural sciences can influence many areas of everyday life.  Recitation accounts for 31% of the Psychology 100 course grade. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Last day to add a class: February 2nd

Last day to drop a class: February 19th 
GRADES:  Your grade in this course will be based on your attendance (40%), participation (30%), and assignments (30%)
Attendance: Students are given credit for each attended class.  There are no excused absences unless there are outstanding circumstances, which must be explained to instructor.  
Participation will constitute an additional 30% of your grade. Participation will be graded based on frequency and quality of contribution.  It should be noted that simply speaking multiple times a class is not adequate to receive full participation credit.  The instructor will evaluate the quality of the contribution from each student in order to determine a participation grade.  Students are expected to be engaged in this class discussions, and active participation is required.   
Assignments: There will be a combination of unannounced quizzes, small written papers, homework, and/or group work assignments throughout the semester.  Detailed instructions regarding papers, homework, and group assignments will be given in class.  If assignments are given during a class in which the student is not present, it is the responsibility of the student to get the assignment from his or her classmates.   Quizzes cannot be made up.  
HONOR CODE: George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited.  All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.  See honorcode.gmu.edu for more detailed information. Sending or receiving any electronic communication during an exam will result in a grade of zero on that exam.  The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
COLLABORATION: I encourage students to become familiar with their classmates’ names and contact information, as some assignments will require collaboration among students.  Additionally, knowing your classmates will help in creating study groups for exams and provide a contact to gather info on missed class materials and notes.  

	Name: __________________
	Name: __________________

	Email:___________________
	Email:___________________

	Phone#: _________________
	Phone#: _________________


DISABILITY: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Accommodations must be arranged in advance – we are not permitted to adjust your grade or provide accommodations if you request them after the fact [after doing poorly on an exam.
TECHNOLOGY: Laptops are not permitted in this class!  Any information that needs to be copied down can be done by hand.  
CLASS SCHEDULE
Class topics and activities will vary based on the pace and progress of the lecture. All topics and activities are subject to change.  It is expected that students complete the readings BEFORE coming to recitation. 
	Week (Date)
	Subjects
	Topic/Activity

	1 – January 21st 
	Introductions & History of Psychology (Ch 1)
	Review Syllabus and Class Expectations/Getting to know each other

	2 – January 28th 
	Research methods (Ch.2) 
	Review research methods and applications

	3 – February 4th 
	Biological basis of psychology (Ch.3)/
Developmental Psychology (Ch 4)
	Neurons/brain structures; developmental transitions

	4 – February 11th 
	Sensation & Perception (Ch. 5)
	Demonstrations/activities

	5 – February 18th 
	Consciousness (Ch. 6) & Review for Exam 1
	TBA

	6 – February 25th 
	Learning (Ch. 7)
	Conditioning examples/review activities

	7 – March 4th 
	Memory (Ch. 8)
	Enhancing memory/memory loss

	8 – March 11th 
	Spring Break
	

	9 – March 18th 
	Thinking, Intelligence & Language (Ch. 9)
	Definitions, measurement, and IQ

	10 – March 25th 
	Motivation & Emotions (Ch. 10) & Personality (Ch. 11)
	Personality disorders

	11 – April 1st
	Catch Up & Review for Exam 2
	Review 

	12 – April 8th 
	Social psychology (Ch.12)
	Famous experiments/ethical considerations

	13 – April 15th 
	Psychological disorders (Ch.13)
	Videos/Discussion

	14 – April 22nd 
	Therapies (Ch.14)
	Discussion

	15 – April 29th 
	Health psychology (Ch.15) & Review for Final Exam
	Review 
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