Syllabus Psyc 211-001

Developmental Psychology

Spring 2010
Instructor:  Mary Schumann, Ph.D.

Email:  mschuma1@gmu or mfschumann@aol.com

Phone:  703-716-4644 

Office hours:  10:30-11:30 a.m. MW

Office Location:  Thompson Hall, Rm 131

Mailbox: King Hall, Psychology Dept, Adjunct Professors

Course Time:  MWF 9:30-10:20 am

Class Location:  Science and Technology I, Rm 122

Required Text:  Berk, L.E. (4th ed) (2006).  Development Through the Lifespan.  Boston, MA:  Allyn & Bacon.  ISBN-10: 0205491251; ISBN-13: 978-0205491254  

Course Objectives: 

· To learn about development across the lifespan (physical, cognitive and socio-emotional development)

· To learn from your peers about their perspectives and experiences

· To have fun

Exams:
Please do not be late to exams.  There will be a total of four multiple-choice exams, from which three are mandatory. Students may take all four exams, but their lowest grade will be dropped. There is no make-up of exams. Students are required to bring a pencil and a green scantron that can be purchased at the bookstore before the exam starts. More information regarding the exam’s format will be provided in class. 

Extra Credit: 

Students will be allowed 2 extra credit assignments.  You earn a maximum of 10 points for each of these assignments.

Students may choose between the following:

Option 1. Write an essay (worth 10 points) on any one of the movies presented in class. This assignment will facilitate the development of critical thinking skills and allow students to apply the concepts acquired in class to real-life circumstances. 

◄ Write one concise paragraph that describes the purpose and the main points of the film; 

◄ Apply the material learned in class/textbook. Connect concepts between aspects related to the movie and the general principles covered in the textbook or presented in class; 

◄ Include at least two scientific references (excluding the textbook). You need to prove that you think scientifically and have a grasp of how to use the APA style in your writing; 

◄ Respect this format: two to three pages (no less than two), double spaced, 1 inch margins, and a 12 point font; 

◄ Integrate your personal experiences. This is a good opportunity for self-reflection and for capitalizing on your relevant firsthand experience. 

You earn a maximum of 10 points for this informal assignment.

Option 2:  Write a journal article review in an area of research from a scientific research journal in this area.  Choose an article that interests you.  Summarize the article and critique it.  Relate it to class material.  Also, you may share why you are interested in this particular subject or its relevance to you personally.

◄ Respect this format: two to three pages (no less than two), double spaced, 1 inch margins, and a 12 point font; 

Grading Policy: 

Requirements:

This course will be graded on a point system, with a total of 310 possible points.

Requirements                        Points                                        Grading Scale 
Participation

          10



A+ = 98-100    A = 94-97  A-=90-93

Extra credit assignments (2)  20



B+ = 88-89      B= 84-87    B-=80-83

Exams (3) 

           300



C+ = 78-79      C= 74-77    C-=70-73









D = 60-69
 F = 0-59

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: 

Student with disabilities, who need academic accommodations, have to contact the instructor and the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

APA Style: 

For information on APA writing style and guidelines, please refer to the American Psychological Association’s website at http://www.apa.org 
Important Dates: 

Last day to add – February 2   Last day to drop – February 19th
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES



Date




Topic





Readings & Exams

Week of 1/20



Theory and Research in Human Development

Ch. 1

Week of 1/25



Biological and Environmental Foundations


Ch. 2

Week of 2/1



Prenatal Development, Birth, and the Newborn Baby
Ch. 3

Week of 2/8



Physical Development in Infancy & Toddlerhood

Ch. 4

Week of 2/15



Cognitive Development in Infancy & Toddlerhood

Ch. 5

Week of 2/22



Emotional and Social Development in Infancy & Tdlrhood  Ch. 6

2/26




Exam I




E:  Chs. 1,2,3,4,5, 6

Week of 3/1



Physical and Cognitive Development in Early Childhood
Ch. 7

Week of 3/8



No Class - Spring Break

3/15 & 3/17



Emotional and Social Development in Early Childhood
Ch. 8

3/19 & 3/22



Physical and Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood
Ch. 9 

3/24 & 3/26



Emotional and Social Development in Middle Childhood
Ch. 10

3/29




Exam II




E:  Chs. 7,8,9,10

3/ & 3/26



Physical and Cognitive Development in Adolescence         Ch. 11

3/27 & 3/29



Emotional and Social Development in Adolescence

Ch. 12

3/31 & 4/3



Physical and Cognitive Development in Early Adulthood
Ch. 13

4/5 & 4/7



Emotional and Social Development in Early Adulthood      Ch. 14

4/10




Exam III




E: Chs. 11,12,13,14

4/12 & 4/14



Physical and Cognitive Development in Middle Adulthood   Ch. 15

4/17 & 4/19



Emotional and Social Development in Middle Adulthood     Ch. 16

4/21 & 4/24



Physical and Cognitive Development in Late Adulthood       Ch. 17

4/26 & 4/30



Emotional and Social Development in Late Adulthood
Ch. 18

5/3




Death, Dying, and Bereavement



Ch. 19

5/10




FINAL EXAM     8:00-10:15 am
       E: Chs. 15,16,17,18, 19 

