SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 

PSYC 231 

Office 2040 David King Hall  Office Hours T Th 2:00 -2:50 or by appointment
SPRING 2010
CLASS MEETING TIME:  TUES & THURS
12:00—1:15  Section 003  Robinson Hall B228
 3:00 – 4:15   Section 004 Robinson Hall B221
INSTRUCTOR:  John H. Riskind (DK Hall 2043, 993-4059, jriskind@gmu.edu)

OBJECTIVES:  This course provides an overview of issues, theory, and research in the field of social psychology. 
TEXTBOOK:  

Aronson, Wilson, & Akert ( 2010). Social Psychology (7th ed.). New York: Prentice Hall 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING: The University Honor Code Must be followed.
     Grades will be assigned based on the following: 
1. Regular Exams: three exams                                                    40%
                      Lowest exam grade of the three exams will be dropped
2. Final Exam: Required




  40 %

3. Class pop quizzes





  20 %

        Exams will consist primarily of multiple choice questions.  Class pop quizes may be multiple choice, true-false, or short essay.  
        Extra credit for experimental participation.  You can earn up to 5 points on your Final Exam

by participating in psychology experiments through the SONA website or by participating in equivalent hours of alternative lectures.  One hour experimental credit = 1  point on your Final Exam.
MAKEUP EXAMS:

    There will be no makeup exams or alternative ways to earn credit for exams.  A missed exam will automatically be counted as the single exam grade that you can drop. The only exception is if you have a medical emergency, religious holiday, or university activity as described above and these must be supported with documents. 
             By university policy, you must provide me, within the first two weeks of the semester, with the dates of major religious holidays on which you will be absent, and the dates for which you are requesting an excused absence for participation in any university-sponsored activity scheduled prior to the start of the semester, and as soon as possible otherwise.     

    Disability Accommodations.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

PSYC 231 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Week 1   JAN 19
	What is Social Psychology ?                                     Chapter 1



	Week 2: JAN 26
	 Methodology                                                             Chapter 2

	               JAN 29
	 Methodology                                                              

	Week 3:   Feb 02
	Social Cognition                                                        Chapter 3

	                FEB 04
	Social Cognition                                                         

	Week4    FEB 9
	Social Perception                                                       Chapter 4                                                                                

	                FEB 11
	Social Perception:                                                       

	Week 5   FEB 16
	                                  EXAM 1                                                               

	               FEB 18
	The Self                                                                      Chapter 5                                                                  

	Week 6:  FEB 23
	The Self                                                                                                         

	                FEB 25
	 Self-Justification                                                       Chapter  6

	Week 7   MAR 3
                
	 Self-Justification                                                                                              

	               MAR 05
	 Attitudes and Attitude Change                                 Chapter 7

	Week 8: MAR 8-10
	                       NO CLASS.  SPRING BREAK


	Week 9:  MAR 16
	Attitudes and Attitude Change                                   Chapter 7

	                MAR 18
	                               EXAM 2                                       

	Week 10: MAR 23
	  Conformity                                                               Chapter 8

	                MAR 25
	  Conformity                                                    

	Week 11: March 30
	  Group Process                                                          Chapter  9

	                APR 01
	  Group Process                                                                      

	Week 12:  APR 06
	  Interpersonal Attraction                                           Chapter 10

	                  APR 08
	   Interpersonal Attraction                                                            

	Week 13:  APR 13
	   Prosocial Behavior                                                  Chapter 11

	                  APR 15
	   Prosocial Behavior                                                                                                                         

	Week 14:  APR 20
	                             EXAM 3                  

	                 APR 22
	Aggression                                                                  Chapter 12


	Week 15:  APR 27
	 Aggression                                                                 Chapter 13

	                APRIL29
	Prejudice                                                                                    

	Week 16:  MAY 5th last day of class
	 Prejudice                                     

	MAY 12
	                           FINAL EXAM


