
Psychology 301 - Research Methods in Psychology Lab

Spring 2010
Section 205 – Monday 8:30 – 10:20am

Section 206 – Monday 10:30am – 12:20pm

Instructor: Peter Mullins

E-mail: pmullin1@gmu.edu*

Office: David King 1034

Office Hours: Monday 12:30 – 2:30pm or by appointment
Mailbox: David King Hall, next to Psychology Graduate Office

· I can only respond to emails from your official GMU email addresses, per university policy, so please only email me from those accounts.
Last day to add: February 2
Last day to drop: February 19
Texts

· Dunn, D. S. (2008). A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology. New York: Pearson education.
· Shaughnessy, J. J., Zechmeister, E. B., & Zechmeister, J. S. (2009). Research Methods in Psychology. 
· OPTIONAL: Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (6th edition).
Course Goals

· To develop understanding of experimental design in psychology
· To learn and practice scientific writing using APA format
· To develop understanding of basic statistics in research design
· To appreciate and understand experimentation in psychology
Note: This lab course fulfills the Writing Intensive requirement in the psychology major. It does so through one full APA papers and a research proposal (paper 1 and the final proposal). Each assignment is completed through a draft/feedback/revision process.  The schedule of due dates is on the syllabus.  It is required that students successfully complete all written assignments in order to meet the writing intensive requirement.  Students who fail to meet the writing intensive requirement will not pass the course.

Grading

Grading will be based on course attendance, participation, in‐class activities, quizzes, and homework assignments. The assignments for this course are described in further detail on the next page.

Late work will lose 10% per day it is late; for example, a paper turned in one day late would receive 90% maximum.
Note on Academic Honesty: Lab reports are expected to be each student’s own work. Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing lab reports. Students should not collectively write papers with another student. Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated, and appropriate consequences (per university policy) will follow. All work submitted should be each student’s own work. Quotations in lab reports and papers should be minimal and follow appropriate citation guidelines.

Disability Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993‐2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Grading Breakdown

Points in this class comprise course attendance, participation in in-class activities, quizzes, homework assignments, and major papers.
Note: The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as needed. Ample notice will be given regarding any changes made. 
Attendance and Participation: Each student can earn up to 50 points for participation and attendance. The remaining points will be a participation grade based on participating in class discussions and asking questions.

In-Class Activities: Throughout the semester, there will be several activities that will be done in class, such as in‐class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, participating in the in‐class experiments, participation in class discussions, and experimental design critiques/discussions. You must be in class in order to receive credit for these activities.
Quizzes: Two or three in-class quizzes will be given during the semester. These cannot be made up. In the event of three quizzes being given, the two highest grades will be used.
Tentative Point Values for Each Assignment in Psychology 301 Labs

Class participation






50 points

Class participation includes in-class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, participating in the in-class experiments, participation in class discussions, and experimental design critiques/discussions. 

Critique








15 points

Quizzes (2, 10 points each)





20 points

Observation assignment data collection




10 points

Observation write-up (Method & Results Sections)



10 points

Survey write-up







15 points

(Method and Results Sections)

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)





20 points

Discussion Draft (Paper 1)





10 points

Completed Paper 1 






100 points

Abstract Draft (Final Proposal)





10 points

Proposal Draft







15 points

Final Proposal







100 points

Final Proposal Presentation





 25 points

Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Class Activity
	Assignment (due next week)

	1
	1/25
	• Go over syllabus, details of the lab. 

• Brief overview of the “nuts and bolts” of research design. 

• Description of library resources
	· Find and read Darley and Latané (1968)
· Page 46-52; 115 in Dunn
· Journal Critique

	2
	2/1
	· Discuss Darley and Latané article 
· Measuring behavior through observational research
· Descriptive statistics and inter‐rater reliability 
• Small group discussion about upcoming study.
	· Conduct and complete observational study before next week
· Bring in collected data along with a summary of the data

	3
	2/8
	· APA format
· Writing a method and results section
· Methods and results section workshop
	· Final copy of method and results for the survey study written on your own
· Read pages 93-99 in Dunn as a resource

	4
	2/15
	· Correlational and survey research
· Entering data
	• None!

	5
	2/22
	· Discuss survey results
· Discuss method and results section from last week
· In-class experiment
	· Method and results section for in-class survey study
· Chapter 6 in Shaughnessy and 58-63 in Dunn 

· Read “Writing the Empirical Journal Article” (Bem, 2003)

	6
	3/1
	· Writing an introduction section
· Outlining an APA paper
	· Rough draft of introduction from in-class experiment
· Obtain/read main article and three other related articles

	7
	3/8
	SPRING BREAK!!!
	WOOOO!!!

	8
	3/15
	· Experiment results
· Method sections
· Discussion sections
	· Pages 99-102 in Dunn
· Rough draft of discussion section
· Begin writing other sections

	9
	3/22
	• Peer review discussion sections
	• Finish full paper for next week

	10
	3/29
	· Discuss ideas/designs for final proposals in small groups
· How to develop a research question and design a study
	• Begin literature search; bring five relevant abstracts and brief summary paragraphs next week

	11
	4/5
	· Discuss final assignment
· Discuss proposal topics with me (final proposal topics MUST be approved by me)
	• Write an abstract or outline for your proposal

	12
	4/12
	· Present abstracts
	• Begin work on rough draft 

	13
	4/19
	· Discuss problems/progress on proposals
· Addressing writing difficulties
	• Rough draft of proposal is due next week

	14
	4/26
	· Bring several copies of rough draft for peer critique
· Discuss class presentations
	· Finish final proposal for next week
· Prepare at least one Powerpoint slide for presentation

	15
	5/3
	• Presentations of final proposals
	• H.A.G.S.!



