PSYC304, Section 001


              Principles of Learning



     
   Spring 2010
Tue/Thu 10:30 – 11:45









    Innovation Hall 129





Office hours: 
2051 David King Hall 




Dr. Doris Bitler 

Tue/Thu 2:00 - 2:30; Fri 12:30 – 1:00


E-mail:  dbitler@gmu.edu
and by appointment




Phone:  703-993-8817

Course goals:  This course will introduce you to the experimental analysis of learning and behavior.  Although much of the focus will be on animal learning in the laboratory, the importance of basic learning mechanisms in understanding animal and human behavior, as well as the application of learning theory to real-world examples, will be stressed.   
Required texts:
Domjan, M. P. (2009). The Principles of Learning and Behavior, Sixth Edition. 

ISBN-13: 978-0-495-60199-9    
Alloway, T., Wilson, G., & Graham, J. (2004). Sniffy the Virtual Rat Pro, Version 2.0.

ISBN-13: 978-0-534-63360-8  
Reading should be completed by the dates indicated on the schedule.  Reading the material in advance will help you to get the most out of lectures and discussions, and debates.

Grading:  The lecture grade will consist of the following weighted components:


Best 3 of 4 exams

60% (20% each)
Best 10 of 12 exercises

40% (4% each)
The final grade for PSYC304 will be based on the combined grades you earn in the lecture (60%) and the lab (40%) portions of the course.   
Absences:  Dropping the lowest exam grade and the two lowest grades on assigned exercises is intended to provide relief for anyone who needs to miss graded work due to illness, personal or employment obligations, or any other reason.  If you find that you must miss more work than can be dropped, for any reason, I encourage you to consult the catalog or contact your academic dean’s office for information on withdrawing from a course, including late and selective withdrawal policies and procedures.     

Technology expectations:  All students are expected to maintain and regularly access their Mason e-mail accounts.  If you are having your Mason mail forwarded to another account, please ensure that your Mason account doesn’t exceed the assigned limit, causing mail to bounce back to the sender.  
Writing Intensive:  Psyc304 has been approved as a writing intensive course.  The laboratory portion of the course requires students to complete three papers in APA style.  Successful completion of these papers, and completion of Psyc304 with a grade of C or better, meets the writing intensive requirement of the psychology major.
Attendance and decorum:  Class attendance is not recorded, but it is important for students who want to do well in PSYC304 to be in class, prepared, and attentive.  In addition to other important information, extra credit opportunities will be announced in class and will often consist of in-class participation.  Preparation for class includes completing reading by the assigned due date.  Lectures and discussions will be more interesting and more meaningful for students who have done the reading in advance.  In order to be attentive, you should not engage in any multi-tasking activities during class – that means no texting, e-mail, web surfing, doing homework for other classes, etc.  Please turn off all cell phones and other potential sources of disruption at the start of class.  During class, laptops may only be used for taking notes.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so as quietly as possible and be considerate of your classmates by sitting near an exit.      
Disability accommodations:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me early in the semester.  If you have not already done so, contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.  Please keep in mind that it might not be possible to grant last-minute requests for accommodations, so it important to make all arrangements well before the date when the accommodation is needed.   

Honor code:  All students are expected to be familiar with, and abide by, the University Honor Code.  As required by the Honor Code, all suspected violations will be reported.

Important dates:
Last day to add a class – February 2



Last day to drop a class – February 19



Last day for a selective withdrawal – March 26
Enrollment:  Every student is responsible for verifying correct enrollment.  Graded work will not be returned to students who are not officially enrolled.

Schedule: 
(Please note that the schedule is subject to change.  Any changes will be announced on the first day of class and an updated syllabus will be available online)
T
Jan 19
Introduction; review of basic concepts
R
Jan 21
Chapter 1, Introduction, p. 1-20
T
Jan 26


R
Jan 28
Chapter 2, Elicited Behavior, Habituation, and Sensitization, p. 31-66
T
Feb 2


R
Feb 4
Chapter 3, Classical Conditioning: Foundations, p. 67-102
T
Feb 9

R
Feb 11
Exam #1
T
Feb 16

R
Feb 18
Chapter 4, Classical Conditioning: Mechanisms, p. 103-142
T
Feb 23


R
Feb 25
Chapter 5, Instrumental Conditioning: Foundations, p. 143-184
T
Mar 2

R
Mar 4
Chapter 6, Schedules of Reinforcement and Choice Behavior, p. 185-218
T
Mar 9
NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK
R
Mar 11
 ( (  ( (  ( (  ( (  ( 
T
Mar 16

R
Mar 18
Exam #2
T
Mar 23
Chapter 7, Instrumental Conditioning: Motivational Mechanisms, p. 219-256
R
Mar 25

T
Mar 30
Chapter 8, Stimulus Control of Behavior, p. 257-298
R
Apr 1

T
Apr 6
Chapter 9, Extinction of Conditioned Behavior, p. 299-332
R
Apr 8

T
Apr 13
Exam #3
R
Apr 15
Chapter 10, Aversive Control: Avoidance and Punishment, p. 333-374
T
Apr 20

R
Apr 22
Chapter 11, Comparative Cognition I: Memory Mechanisms, p. 375-418
T
Apr 27

R
Apr 29
Chapter 12, Comparative Cognition II: Special Topics, p. 419-439 
R
May 6
FINAL EXAM: 10:30 – 1:15
