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Date

Topic





Assignment
Jan  19

Introduction




Chap 1
Jan 21

Nerve cells




Chap 2
Jan 26

Nerve Impulses




Chap 2
Jan 28

Synapses




Chap 3
Feb 2

Anatomy of the Nervous System

Chap 4
Feb 4

Anatomy of the Nervous System

Chap 4

Feb 9

Development and plasticity


Chap 5
Feb 11

No class; out of town

Feb 16

Development and plasticity


Chap 5
Feb 18

Quiz I
Feb 23

Vision





Chap 6
Feb 25

Vision; other sensory systems


Chaps 6,7
Mar 2

Movement




Chap 8
Mar 4

Movement; waking and sleep


Chaps 8, 9
Mar 9,11
NO CLASS; SPRING BREAK


Mar 16

Waking and sleep



Chap 9
Mar 18

Internal regulation



Chap 10
Mar 23

Internal regulation



Chap 10
Mar 25

Quiz II
Mar 30

Reproductive behavior



Chap 11
Apr 1

Reproductive, emotional behavior

Chaps 11, 12
Apr 6

Emotional behavior



Chap 12
Apr 8

Learning and memory



Chap 13
Apr 13

Learning and memory



Chap 13
Apr 15

Cognition




Chap 14
Apr 20

Cognition




Chap 14
Apr 22

Quiz III
Apr 27

Mental disorders



Chap 15
Apr 29 

Mental disorders



Chap 15

FINAL EXAM: Thursday, May 6, 1030 AM, in this room
Text:  Kalat, Biological Psychology, 10th edition.
Course goals:  At the end of the course, you should understand the material well enough that you can summarize each chapter, including important details, answer factual questions regarding the material, and use your knowledge to develop a reasoned response to new questions and assimilate new information.
Course requirements:

There will be four exams (including the final exam – all will be mixed multiple choice/essay).  The first three are not cumulative, but the final IS cumulative. Your lecture grade will be the average of your BEST THREE of the four [your lowest grade will be dropped].  If you miss an exam for any reason, ranging from oversleeping to your own death, that will be the exam dropped; THERE ARE NO MAKEUPS.  If you are satisfied with your grade after the first three exams, you may omit the final.  The ‘drop the lowest’ feature is intended to deal with all problems concerning exams, so do not arrange your schedule to be out of town at the time of a scheduled exam.  If the university cancels classes on a scheduled exam day, the exam will be given at the next scheduled class meeting. 

HONOR CODE: Your performance on exams must be your own work, but you may use any means you like to learn the material.  I encourage studying in groups.  Taping lectures is permitted, but online posting of recordings is not. No written material or electronic devices may be used during exams; use of any electronic device during an exam [including a cell phone ringing] will result in a zero on that exam.
Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Accommodations must be arranged in advance.
Attendance:  Attendance is required.  Some of the materials discussed in class cannot be found in your text, and will be covered on exams.  If you must miss a class, please arrange with a classmate to get notes [I cannot provide notes for those who are absent].

Technology usage statement:  

Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota].  You may forward GMU emails to other accounts, but emails to me concerning your course performance must come from your GMU account, as I cannot verify your identity from other accounts.  Students with chronic ‘over quota’ problems will be deleted from the email list, and receive no further class materials. Cell phones and pagers must be off during class unless approved in advance by me.  Laptops may be used in class only for taking notes. Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.
Registration deadlines for this semester:


Last day to add: Tuesday, Feb 2


Last day to drop: Friday, Feb 19

