SYLLABUS*

PSYCHOLOGY 414 – 001

BEHAVIOR DISORDERS OF CHILDHOOD

Spring 2010

Instructor:


Erica Buchholz (ebuchhol@gmu.edu) 

Class Hours & Location:
Tuesdays

7:20 pm – 10:00 pm 


Science and Technology II 


Room 7

Office Hours:


Tuesday 6:15 pm - 7:15pm





Also available by appointment.

Office Location:

Thompson Hall – Room 131 Adjunct Office, 703-993-1349

REQUIRED TEXT:
Mash, E.J., & Wolfe, D.A. (2007). Abnormal Child Psychology, (4th ed.), Wadsworth Publishers, CA: Belmont.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS:

Psychology is the study of human behavior and cognition. Abnormal child psychology broadens the scope of these fundamental psychological principles by further investigating phenomena within the context of psychopathology—that is, impairments in children’s cognitive, social, emotional and behavioral functioning that are manifested in terms of positive and negative symptomatology. This course will explore not only the symptoms commonly displayed by children diagnosed with these disorders, but also the potential etiological explanations and various treatment options associated with said disorders.

The main goal of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to apply and expand their current knowledge of clinical science within the context of childhood psychopathology. This course draws on past coursework in developmental psychology, child psychology, abnormal psychology, and biopsychology in order build a comprehensive framework for the evaluation of current research and practice within the field of child clinical psychology.

By the end of this course, students should be able to think on a sophisticated level about what it means to diagnose children with mental illness. We will discover together that mental illness is, by nature, a spectrum, with individual children exhibiting to varying degrees different symptoms that may or may not lead to a clinical diagnosis.

TECHNOLOGY: 

*Students will be expected to be access and use Blackboard on a regular basis (https://gmu.blackboard.com). Important class information, such as the syllabus and articles, will be posted here. To access Blackboard, students should use their George Mason email ID and password. 

*In addition, students should check their GMU email account regularly. Be sure to check that new messages can be received and that you are not over the message limit. You also have the option for your GMU account to be forwarded to another email address.

ATTENDANCE: 

You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and apply the material.  In order to make the most out of your learning experience, it is imperative that you are not only present at each class meeting, but are alert, attentive and ready to learn. Students are required to read (before class) any texts that may be assigned for that week. 

Attendance is important, as exam and quiz material will include content not presented in the textbook, including videos, articles reviewed from empirical journals and the media, and class discussion. You are responsible for acquiring any notes (from fellow students) from classes missed and are encouraged to form groups outside of class time to share lecture notes and to study for exams.

EXAMS:

There will be 4 exams for this course and all will be non-cumulative. Each exam will be worth 100 points. Only three of the four exams will count toward the overall course grade. You are required to bring a green scantron form to each exam with a pencil.  

*There will be NO make-up exams offered for this course. Since there are four scheduled exams and only three of them count toward the overall course grade, you may choose to either:

A) Take all four of the exams and drop your lowest exam grade 

OR

B) Take only three of the four exams 

ARTICLES: 

Relevant journal articles will be assigned throughout the course. Articles must be read prior to the day of the class discussion. It is expected that students will come to class prepared to discuss the articles and have questions and comments on the topics in the articles. You will be responsible for the material from the articles and discussion for the exam. Articles will be available on blackboard or the information will be given for students to find it through the Library website. 

*A two-page summary (a full two pages) of the article must be submitted to blackboard on the day the summary is due. It must be submitted by the beginning of class. No Late Summaries will be accepted for any reason. If you have questions regarding using blackboard, you must ask them before the assignment is to be submitted. If you are unsure how t use blackboard, be sure to talk to me before the assignment is due. I will not accept assignments late. Remember that these articles are a substantial part of your grade and they will hurt your grade if they are not submitted. The instructor reserves the right to change submission policies if blackboard is not functioning properly. Be sure to attend class to get the latest information.
The summary must be typed (double-spaced), with 12-point font in Times New Roman, with 1-inch margins. If another font is used, points may be deducted. Each summary will be worth 25 points. There will be 4 articles to review over the semester for a total of 100 points possible. The summary should include the main topic of the article, the author’s main points, method (if applicable), and the authors’ suggestions for future work. Also include your ideas and thoughts on the article (what you agree/disagree with) and what changes you would make. The rubric is available on blackboard.

IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:


There will be a variety of assignments issued over the course of the semester. These assignments will be handed out in class. Some will be in the form of in-class work, group discussions, and some as take-home exercises. Each assignment will inform you of the total points it is worth and the day that it is due. All of the assignments together will add up to 80 points. The assignments will be relevant to the material being discussed in class. There will be no make-up assignments. If the assignment is not handed in on the day that it is due, then those points will be lost. It is important to attend class to be sure to not miss an assignment.


BLACKBOARD DISCUSSIONS:

There will be topics of discussion posted on blackboard throughout the semester. Students are required to contribute a minimum of 5 substantive (not just “What’s up?”) entries/posts to the discussion throughout the semester. Of course, students are welcome to and likely will post more than the minimum number. In addition, students are encouraged to post whatever questions, answers, tips, issues, problems, suggestions, whatever, as often as they like throughout the semester. All posts must be completed and posted online by the last regular class meeting day (April 27th).

The posts are worth a total of 20 points. 

EXTRA CREDIT: 

Students will have the opportunity to receive extra credit points by participating in experiments through the GMU Psychology Research Participation System. Five points will be added into your Total possible points for every One-hour of research credit completed (up to five credit hours maximum/up to 25 possible extra points). All participation must be completed and posted online by the last regular class meeting day (April 27th).  The points from research participation will be added into your total available points for the semester. 

It is strongly advised that you do not wait until the end of the semester to sign up for these. You will find fewer studies that you are eligible to participate in at the end of the semester.  Start early and you will increase your chances of finding appropriate experiments to participate in. Visit the following website for information on using and accessing the research participation system: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/psychology/homepage/rschpart.html. Please also be sure to apply the credits to the correct course. You must designate the hours to Psy 414-001 in order to receive credit. 

GRADES:

3 Exams (100 points each):  300 points

4 Article Summaries (25 points each):  100 points

In class assignments: 80 points

Blackboard Discussion: 20 points

Extra Credit: up to 25 points possible

Total Points: 500 points

GRADE CALCULATION:

Total points earned will be divided by the total points possible, then multiplied by 100 to determine the final grade. For example, if the student earned 413 points: 413/500 = .826. 

.826 x 100 = 82.6%. I will round up, and the student would receive a B for the course.

Grade Breakdown:

A+ 100 – 97

B+ 89 – 87

C+ 79 – 77

D 69 - 60

A    96 – 93

B 86 – 83

C   76 – 73

F 59 and below

A-   92 – 90

B- 82 – 80

C- 72 - 70

HONOR CODE: 

All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class. Information regarding the Honor Code and what constitutes academic dishonesty can be found in the 2008-2009 University Catalog or online at the following website: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.

SPECIAL NOTE:

Given that this course will touch on a variety of topics and sensitive issues it is expected that students will be respectful of one another in class discussions. Also I expect that students will be sensitive to the notion that many of the topics listed may be difficult for some to visit or revisit in the classroom format. If you find yourself experiencing such feelings associated with the content of this class, be aware that free counseling services are available to all students through the George Mason University Counseling Center (SUB I, Room 364; 703-993-2380). I am also more than happy to discuss with students any difficulties they are having and assist them in obtaining help if necessary. 

DISABILITY HELP: 

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Schedule of classes

	Date
	Topic
	Chapter, Assignments Due

	T  1/19
	Class Introduction and Orientation, Syllabus, Introduction to Abnormal Behavior
	1

	T  1/26
	Theories, Causes, Research Methods, Ethics
	2, 3

	T  2/2
	Assessment, Diagnosis and Treatment Approaches
	3, 4

	T  2/9
	Exam 1, Chapters 1-4
	

	T  2/16
	Attention Deficit/ Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
	5, Article Summary 1 due

	T  2/23
	Conduct Problems, Violence
	6

	T  3/2
	Anxiety Disorders, Social Phobia, Post-traumatic Stress
	7

	T  3/9
	No Class, Spring Break
	

	T  3/16
	Mood Disorders, Depressive Disorder, Bipolar
	8, Article Summary 2 due

	T  3/23
	Exam 2, Chapters 5-8; Intellectual Disability
	9

	T  3/30
	Autism Spectrum Disorders, PDD, Communication Disorders
	10, 11

	T  4/6
	Childhood-onset Schizophrenia, Learning Disorders
	10, 11, Article Summary 3 due

	T  4/13
	Exam 3 Chapters 9-11; Health and Substance Use Disorders
	12

	T  4/20
	Child Maltreatment, Trauma
	14

	T  4/27
	Last Day of Class; Eating Disorders, Obesity
	13, Article Summary 4 due


Final Exam:

Chapters: 12-14

Tuesday 

May 11th 

7:30 pm – 10:15 pm

Last day to add:  February 2
Last day to drop:  February 19 

*Syllabus subject to change

