PSYC461, Section 005
                                   Superstitions and Superstitious Behavior


  Spring 2010
Friday 11:30 – 12:20 









    Innovation Hall 136





Office hours: 
2051 David King Hall 




Dr. Doris Bitler 

Tue/Thu 2:00 - 2:30; Fri 12:30 – 1:00


E-mail:  dbitler@gmu.edu
and by appointment




Phone:  703-993-8817

Course goals:  This course will examine superstitions and superstitious behavior from the perspective of psychology, including areas such as learning theory, cognitive and evolutionary psychology,      
Required reading:  All course readings will be available online, either directly or through the university libraries’ research databases.  Reading should be completed by the dates indicated on the schedule.  Reading the material in advance will help you to get the most out of lectures, discussions, and debates.

Grading:  The lecture grade will consist of the following weighted components:




Mid-term
35%


Final

35%



Project

30%
Absences:  In general, assignments and exams cannot be rescheduled except in cases of serious, unavoidable, and documented circumstances that are clearly beyond the student’s ability to control.  If you find that you must miss a substantial number of classes, I encourage you to consult the catalog or contact your academic dean’s office for information on withdrawing from a course, including late and selective withdrawal policies and procedures.     

Technology expectations:  All students are expected to maintain and regularly access their Mason e-mail accounts.  If you are having your Mason mail forwarded to another account, please ensure that your Mason account doesn’t exceed the assigned limit, causing mail to bounce back to the sender.  
Attendance and decorum:  Class attendance is not recorded, but it is important for students who want to do well in PSYC304 to be in class, prepared, and attentive.  In addition to other important information, extra credit opportunities will be announced in class and will often consist of in-class participation.  Preparation for class includes completing reading by the assigned due date.  Lectures and discussions will be more interesting and more meaningful for students who have done the reading in advance.  In order to be attentive, you should not engage in any multi-tasking activities during class – that means no texting, e-mail, web surfing, doing homework for other classes, etc.  Please turn off all cell phones and other potential sources of disruption at the start of class.  During class, laptops may only be used for taking notes.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so as quietly as possible and be considerate of your classmates by sitting near an exit.      
Disability accommodations:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me early in the semester.  If you have not already done so, contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.  Please keep in mind that it might not be possible to grant last-minute requests for accommodations, so it important to make all arrangements well before the date when the accommodation is needed.   

Honor code:  All students are expected to be familiar with, and abide by, the University Honor Code.  As required by the Honor Code, all suspected violations will be reported.

Important dates:
Last day to add a class – February 2



Last day to drop a class – February 19



Last day for a selective withdrawal – March 26
Enrollment:  Every student is responsible for verifying correct enrollment.  Graded work will not be returned to students who are not officially enrolled.

Schedule: 
(Please note that the schedule is subject to change.  Any changes will be announced on the first day of class and an updated syllabus will be available online)
Jan 22
Introduction
Jan 29
Superstition in humans and other animals
Feb 5
Superstitious individuals
Feb 12
 Uncertainty and the delay of gratification
Feb 19
Superstitious groups
Feb 26
Probability and attention
Mar 5
Superstition and lunacy
Mar 12
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Mar 19
The Evil Eye
Mar 26
Charms, talismans, and amulets
Apr 2
Folk magic
Apr 9
Wide women, witch doctors, and other cunning folk
Apr 16
Alternative medicine and superstition
Apr 23
Predicting the future
Apr 30
2012
FINAL EXAM
May 7, 10:30-1:15

