Syllabus
Course: 
History and Systems in Psychology


PSYC 465 – 003
Time:

TR 

3:00-4:15 p.m. 

Fall 2009
Location:
Robinson B208
Instructor: 
Adriana M. Falco (afalco@gmu.edu) 
Office hours:
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m., or by appointment



DKH 2030 (Lab), Office phone: 703-993-1358
(In DKH enter double doors (lab), turn left and take first right.  My office is first door on your right.)
Texts: Recommended--Hothersall, D. (2004). History of Psychology, 4th Edition, Mc Graw Hill.

            New York, NY.
Available at: http://www.campusstores.com/gmu/index.asp
Required—Weekly readings as noted in syllabus.  Available on course site at http://gmu.blackboard.com
Course objectives:
· Introduce the field of the history of psychology. 

· Promote an appreciation for how the history of various sciences and philosophy intertwined with the history of psychology and contributed to the development of the field.
· Develop an awareness of how various branches of psychology were created and discover the individual contributors to the field.
· Apply historical theories and research methods to modern-era psychology and psychological theories.
Assignments:

1) Complete in a timely manner the readings from the text.
2) There are a total of three exams, two semester exams and a final exam.  The exams will include multiple choice and short answer questions from lecture and the historical readings.  The final exam will be cumulative.  The semester exams will be worth 20 % of the grade each and the final exam will be worth 30% of the grade.  Make-up exams will only be given for emergency circumstances and with appropriate documentation.
3) You will be required to complete weekly historical readings.  Each week, either a reading quiz will be given or you will be required to complete a writing assignment on the reading.  Details on the writings are below and a list of the readings that are designated for quizzes or writings follows at the end of the syllabus.
Grading: 
EXAM 1 (20%)+EXAM 2 (20%)+WRITINGS (20%)+QUIZZES (10%)+FINAL EXAM (30%)=100%
	A+ = 97 – 100% 
	C+ = 77-79%

	A = 93 – 96%
	C = 73 – 76%

	A- = 90 – 92%
	C- = 70 – 72%

	B+ = 87 – 89%
	D = 60 – 69%

	B = 83 – 86%
	F = 0 – 59%

	B- = 80 – 82%
	


*Instructor may change syllabus without prior notice

Weekly Writings:

As part of the course, students will be required to read historically significant article in psychology and respond in writing to a posted assignment.  Assignments and readings will be posted online, on the course’s Blackboard website.  Responses will generally be 2 pages in length, typed and double-spaced.  The responses will be assessed on content, appropriate response to the assignment, grammar, and spelling.  Assignments must be submitted in hard copy unless prior arrangements have been made, normally due to emergency circumstances.  Assignments will only be accepted late with documented, valid excuses and the instructor reserves the right to subtract 10% for each day late until the writing is deemed unacceptable by the instructor.

These readings will be discussed in class on the day the writing is due and both the 

readings and resulting lecture will be deemed appropriate material for the semester and

final exams.

Make-Up/Early Exams
Early exams can normally be accommodated on appropriate bases as long as the instructor is notified at least ten (10) business days prior to the exam.  Make-up exams will only be allowed for emergency circumstances, and only then, if appropriate documentation to support said emergency can be presented (i.e. a doctor’s note, police report, insurance claim, etc.)
Special needs:

Every effort possible will be make to accommodate students with a disability or other special need.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Add/drop deadline:

Last day to add – February 2nd 
Last day to drop – February 19th
There is also a selective withdrawal option for undergraduate students that will be from February 22nd-March 26th.  I strongly suggest you speak with an advisor before you choose this option.

Honor code: 

Students are reminded of the University honor code and are expected to adhere to the principles thereof.
In addition, the instructor reserves the right to use services useful in the detection of plagiarism.
Technology:

All posted materials for the class will be accessible through the course’s Blackboard

website.  GMU has now moved to Blackboard as a replacement for Webct starting with 

the Summer 2008 semester.  All class notes, readings, and assignments, as well as 

resource materials, will be accessible through Blackboard.  To access Blackboard, go to 
https://gmu.blackboard.com and log on with your email account information.
Schedule*:
Class

Topic






Reading
1/19

Ancient Greeks and Psychology



Ch. 1
1/21,26

Philosophical & Scientific Antecedents

Ch. 2, Locke’s An essay

                                                                                                  concerning human understanding 
1/28

Early Studies of Central Nervous System
Ch. 3, Flourens’ Phrenology

Examined
2/2-4

Biological & Genetic Influences


Ch. 9, p. 301-327







Darwin: “A biographical sketch….”







Galton: “Hereditary talent & character”
2/9-11

Wilhelm Wundt




Ch.4; J. McKeen Cattell: 







“The psychological laboratory at Leipsic”
2/16

Test 1
2/18-3/2
Early Treatment of Mental Illness 

Ch. 8, p. 249-276








Freeman readings
3/4, 3/16-18
Sigmund Freud and Psychoanalysis

Ch. 8, p. 276-end








Adler reading 
3/23-30

Early Experimental Psych

            
Ch. 9, p 327-end; 5, 139-155 








APA meeting minutes









Boring: “The woman problem”

4/1

Test 2
4/6-9

Functionalism at Chicago & Columbia

Ch. 10








Dunlap: “The case against introspection”
4/13-20

Use & Abuse of Intelligence Tests

Ch. 11
Goddard: “Elimination of Feeble-mindedness”

4/22-27

Conditioning & Behaviorism


Ch. 12 &13








Watson: “Conditioned Emotional

Reactions”

4/29-5/6
Catch-up/Review
Final Exam, Tuesday, 5/11/09, 1:30 pm- 4:15 pm 
Due Dates

R 1/28 Quiz #1: Locke

R 2/4 Quiz #2: Flourens

T 2/9 Paper #1: Darwin

T 2/16 Test 1

R 2/18 Quiz #3: Galton

R 2/25 Paper #2: Cattell

T 3/2 Quiz #4: Freeman

R 3/18 Paper #3: Adler

R 3/25 Quiz #5: APA/Boring

R 4/1 Test 2

T 4/6 Quiz #6: Dunlap

T 4/13 Paper #4: Goddard

R 4/22 Paper #5: Watson
*schedule may change without prior notice
