PSYC 648

Spring 2010
Perez-Edgar


PSYC 648

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

Instructor: Koraly Pérez-Edgar, PhD
Class Days: Tuesdays, Thursdays

Office:  David King 2050
Class Time: 3:00-4:15

Phone: 703-993-9366
Location: Research I 202
E-mail: kperezed@gmu.edu
Office Hours: 1:00-3:00 Tuesday or by appointment

COURSE READINGS

The readings for this course will be based on original research or review articles in the psychological literature.  Readings that are not in the required text can be found in pdf form through the Blackboard website for the course.

Child and Adolescent Psychopathology.  (2008).  Beauchaine, T. P., & Hinshaw, S. P. (Eds). New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.  CAP


The final project will involve one or more of the following novels:

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.  (2003).  Mark Haddon.  New York: Doubleday.

I Never Promised You a Rose Garden.  (1964/2004).  Hanna Green/Joanne Greenberg.  New York: Signet/Penguin.

Flowers for Algernon.  (1959).  Daniel Keyes.  Orlando: Harcourt Brace & Company.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course examines the central theoretical and methodological issues in the study of developmental psychopathology. This is not a clinical course, in that students will not be trained in the diagnosis and treatment of disorder.  Rather, we will examine the phenomena surrounding the disorders of childhood from the perspective of developmental psychology—both theory and research.  The course is inteded to primarily (a) lay a foundation for students so that they may conduct research on developmental psychopathology and (b) introduce students to the ways in which the topic is presented across various forums.  We will review fundamental models of developmental psychopathology for a number of disorders.  The course will emphasize class participation and multiple opportunities to examine related topics in written and spoken form.  The main objectives of the class are to:

1) Gain a basic understanding of the major theories that underlie the study of developmental psychopathology.

2) Understand the role of specificity and shared aberrations across disorders.

3) Become fluent in the discussion of major categories of disorder and the diagnostic and treatment options currently in play.

4) Be able to relate biological, cognitive, environmental factors to the emergence of psychopathology in childhood.

5) Be able to demonstrate his or her knowledge through clear and informative writing.

CLASS WEBSITE

Blackboard will be used for you to access course materials such as the syllabus, assignment documents, handouts, etc.  In addition, students can use Blackboard to interact with classmates concerning class topics and assignments.  Your Mason email user name and password serve as your username and password for Blackboard.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1) Weekly reading and participation in class discussion:  Participation in class is essential to both learning the material and succeeding in the course.  Students are responsible for reading all material before class and participating in discussion. 

a. For each class session one individual will be in charge of leading the class discussion, in conjunction with the professor.  Please refer to the overview provided in organizing your thoughts for the class.
b. ALL students will post a thought question to the Blackboard site by 5 PM on the day before class.  
2) Topic Paper:  Students will complete a review paper on the topic of their choice.  You may focus on a specific disorder or class of disorder, a methodological approach to studying developmental psychopathology, or a treatment perspective.  

a. This assignment is intended to act as a training ground for the type of literature reviews necessary for a masters thesis or dissertation.  It is NOT a comprehensive Psychological Bulletin type of review.  Instead, strong papers will focus the literature by thoughtfully highlighting key findings relevant to your argument.  You should demonstrate by the way you delineate and focus the topic that you are aware of (but will not cover) adjoining issues in the literature.
b.  The paper should be in APA format with a title page, header, page numbering, abstract, and 9-10 pages of text in 12-point Times New Roman.  Please aim for 10 to 20 references.  Focus on the empirical literature, although some important reviews can also be incorporated.
c. Assessments of this paper will be a multi-step process:
i. The first will be a 1- to 2-page synopsis of the topic chosen.  Please include three annotated citations to give a sense of the literature you will be focusing on.  The synopsis will be worth 10 points and is due on February 2.  

ii. Second, the full paper will be submitted on March 2 and will be worth 20 points.  In addition, an electronic version must be e-mailed to me by 5 PM that day.

iii. Third, an additional copy of the paper will also be submitted.  However, this copy should have no information on it other than title and G-number.  This will be the basis of the peer review, noted below.

iv. Fourth, students will do a Pecha Kucha presentation on their topic.  Pecha Kuchas are short scientific displays meant to proceed quickly through a topic and give the audience an initial, broad introduction to a topic.  Students will present their paper in 20 slides, with only 20 seconds per slide.  You can use PowerPoint to time your presentation.  For more information, please see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGaCLWaZLI4 or http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NZOt6BkhUg.  The Pecha Kucha presentations will take place on either March 23 or 25 and will be worth 15 points. 

3) Paper Review: This assignment is designed to help practice the important skill of critically reading and reviewing work in the literature.  This is necessary for both the peer-review publication process and your won ability to incorporate the literature into your work.  In class, students will be given a copy of a peer’s topic paper.  Students will write a two- to three-page critique which (a) summarizes the main focus/argument of the paper, (b) highlight the strengths of the paper, (c) point to conceptual issues, gaps in logic, or contradictions, that limit the impact of the paper, (d) note any technical difficulties, and, if you are familiar with the topic (e) recommend additional issues that should be considered.  Students may feel free to add some reflection or speculation on the topic that the paper may have raised for you as a reader.  The review will be worth 15 points and is due on March 18.  In addition, an electronic version must be e-mailed to me by 5 PM that day.

4) Novel Paper:  This paper will allow students to examine the topic of developmental psychopathology from multiple perspectives, incorporating both current and historical views of disorder within the field and among the general public.  This assignment will have students choose among the novels noted above in the syllabus to answer one of two questions (a copy will be provided to students).  

a. The paper should be approximately 15 pages double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman.  Please keep in mind the guidelines presented for the topic paper, as they will also be applied here. The assignment will be worth 30 points and is due on April 27.  In addition, an electronic version must be e-mailed to me by 5 PM that day.
GRADING PROCEDURES

Measure
Number
Points
Total Points

Class Discussions
2
5
10

Topic Paper





Synopsis
1
10
10


Final
1
20
20


Pecha Kucha
1
15
15

Paper Review
1
15
15

Final Paper
1
30
30



TOTAL


 100

GRADING SCALE


Point Range
Grade
Point Range
Grade

93-100
A
73-76
C


90-92
A-
70-72
C-


87-89
B+
67-69
D+


83-86
B
63-66
D


80-82
B-
60-62
D-


77-79
C+
  < 59
F

COURSE SCHEDULE

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READING

	1/19
	Introduction to Course
	

	1/21
	Developmental Perspective on Psychopathology
	Chapter 1 CAP

Rutter & Sroufe (2000)

	1/26
	Developmental Perspective on Psychopathology 
	Chapter 2 CAP

Sroufe (1997)

Kagan (1997)

	1/28
	Methodology/Taxonomy/Nosology
	Jensen, Hoagwood, & Zitner (2006)

Roberts, Attkisson, & Rosenblatt (1998)

Cole (2004)

	2/2
	Methodology/Taxonomy/Nosology

Topic Paper Synopsis Due
	Achenbach & Rescorla (2006)

Briggs-Gowan et al (2001)

Collishaw et al (2004)

Drake et al (2004)

	2/4
	Biological and Neural Correlates
	Singh & Rose (2009)
Pine (2006)

Gottesman & Gould (2003)

Caspi et al (2003)

	2/9
	Biological and Neural Correlates
	Chapter 9 CAP

Pérez-Edgar et al (in press)
McDermott et al (2009)

	2/11
	Temperament
	Chapter 6 CAP

Pérez-Edgar & Fox (2005)

Chronis-Tuscano et al (2009)

	2/16
	Temperament
	Rothbart & Posner (2006)

Frick & Morris (2004)

Zeanah & Fox (2004)

Nigg, Goldsmith, & Sachek (2004)
	

	2/18
	Risk & Resilience
	Marshall & Kenney (2009)
Masten (2001)

Werner (1995)

Kim-Cohen (2007)
	

	2/23
	Risk & Resilience
	Chapter 7 CAP

Silberg et al (2003)

Carrey & Ungar (2007)
	

	2/25
	Psychosocial Factors


	Chapter 10 CAP

Chapter 4 CAP

	3/2
	Treatment Strategies
Topic Paper Due
	McClellan & Werry (2003)

Chambless & Ollendick (2001)

Hoagwood et al (2001)

Compton et al (2004)

Pappadopulos et al (2004)

	3/16
	Anxiety
	Chapter 15 CAP

Beesdo et al (2007)

Costello, Egger, & Angold (2005)

	3/18
	Anxiety

Paper Review Due
	Leonard et al (2005)

De Bellis & Van Dillen (2005)

Standart & Le Couteur (2003)

	3/23
	Pecha Kucha Presentations


	

	3/25
	Pecha Kucha Presentations


	

	3/30
	Mood Disorders
	Chapter 16 CAP

Dawson et al (2003)

Kaufman et al (2004)

	4/1
	Mood Disorders
	Chapter 18 CAP

Geller et al (2001)

NIMH (2001)

	4/6
	Psychotic Disorders
	Chapter 20 CAP

Marenco & Weinberger (2000)

Erlenmeyer-Kimling et al (2000)

	4/8
	Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
	Chapter 11 CAP
Nigg (2005)

Milch et al (2001)

	4/13
	Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
	Castellanos et al (2002)

March et al (2000)

Faraone et al (2005)

	4/15
	Conduct Disorders
	Chapter 12 CAP

Moffit & Caspi (2001)

Koob & Volkow (2009)

	4/20
	Conduct Disorders
	Anderson & Bushman (2001)

Viding et al (2005)

Frick et al (2003)

	4/22
	Pervasive Developmental Disorders
	Chapter 19 CAP

Baron-Cohen (2000)

Klin & Volkmar (2003)

	4/27
	Pervasive Developmental Disorders

Novel Paper Due
	Osterling & Dawson (1994)

Kanaya, Scullin, & Ceci (2003)

Honda, Shimizu, & Rutter (2005)


CLASS POLICIES

1) Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty consists of cheating, fabricating, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.  Instances of this include submitting someone else’s work as your own, submitting your own work from another class, and failing to cite information properly.  Academic dishonesty in any form will NOT be tolerated and any sign of dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate University officials.  Students should refer to the University (http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html) for more information.

2) Special Needs: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC; 222 Student Union I) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

3) Religious Observances:  Students will not be penalized in any way for participation in religious observances.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact me prior to the absence to arrange for make-up work or examination.
4) Calendar Issues:  
a. Last day to Add course—February 2
b. Last day to Drop course—February 19
c. Spring Break—March 9 & 11
d. Class Cancelled for ADAA—March 4
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