Syllabus for Psyc 461/592/892 – Spring 2010
Course: 
Animal Models


PSYC 461-006/592-004/892-002 
Time:

Wednesday 1:30-4:10
Location:
Robinson Hall A101
Instructor: 
Dr Craig McDonald (cmcdona3@gmu.edu) 
Office hours:
Tuesday 1:30 – 2:30pm, or by appointment


DKH 2018, Office phone: 703-993-2277

Deadlines:
Last day to add – February 2



Last day to drop – February 19

Required Text: No required text.  A reading list will be provided.

Course objectives
The course will cover a number of examples of animal models of human cognition and emotion.  Emphasis will be placed on critical analysis of the translational potential of the models examined (i.e., does a particular model translate well to the human condition?). 

Assignments:
There will be two written critiques.  Each will involve a critical evaluation of an animal model that you have selected.  The critiques are to be 3-5 pages in length.  The critiques should briefly introduce the characteristics of the model and then provide a critical evaluation of the merits of the model.  You will also be asked to lead the in class discussion of a selected model.  Active participation in class discussions is expected.  There will be a take home essay format final exam.

Grading: 


Critiques

20% each (20 x 2 = 40%)


Final Exam

20%


Presentation

20%


Class Participation
20%

Letter Grades
A+ (95-100%, A (90-94%), A- (85-89%), B+ (80-84%), B (75- 79%), B- (70-74%), C+ (65-69%), C (60-64%), C- (55-59) D (50-54%), F (0-49%)

Technology:


Presentations will be in PowerPoint format

Special needs:


If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Honor code:

Students are reminded of the university honor code and are expected to adhere to the principles thereof.
	Date


	Note
	Topic

	January 20
	
	Introduction

	January 27
	
	Addiction

	February 3
	
	Schizophrenia

	February 10
	No class—VTSF meeting
	

	February 17
	
	Depression

	February 24
	Critique 1 due
	Perception

	March 3
	
	Self recognition

	March 10
	No class—Spring Break
	

	March 24
	
	Autism

	March 31
	
	Epilepsy

	April 7
	Critique 2 due
	Hemispheric specialization

	April 14
	
	Empathy

	April 21
	
	Post-traumatic stress disorder

	April 28

May 5


	Final exam due
	Learning and Memory

4:15 PM




Important note: You are responsible for all announcements and any syllabus modifications made in class each week whether or not you are present.

Tentative schedule

