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Brief Overview of the course:
The course will address both science policy and social policy related to developmental science.  Science Policy:  The course will include an overview of the funding sources for developmental science, including Congressional oversight and appropriations for research, and an overview of the major federal agencies funding developmental science. It will also touch on other science policy issues that impact research funding and priorities. (This portion of the course will be short compared to that devoted to social policy.) 
Social Policy:  The course will include an overview of the federal legislative process, the key differences between federal and state policymaking mechanisms, history and the scholarly literature on bringing research to policy, and translation of research for the policy audience.  The format of the course will include reading and web archive assignments, brief lectures, class discussions, oral presentations, and writing projects.  Topics and legislation related to child development will be emphasized.

Course Goals:  Students will learn the landscape of federal funding for developmental science.  Students will also learn the fundamentals of social policy, and the role of research for informing policymaking. They will appreciate the importance of framing research questions and translating findings in such a way as to be useful for policy decisions.  They will develop skills in translating research for a lay audience.
Assignments:  There will be assigned readings each week, and students are expected to have done the reading prior to class in order to participate fully in discussions.  Students will choose a topic that bridges research and social policy (no later than March 16) that will be the focus of all their oral and written projects.  Specific guidelines for each project will be provided.  Course grades will be based on class participation (15%), oral presentation (15%) and writing projects (70%).
Required Text:

J. L. Aber, S. J. Bishop-Josef, S. M. Jones, K. T. McLearn, and D. A. Philips (Eds.), Child Development and Social Policy (pp. 265-280).  Washington D.C.:  American Psychological Association. 2007.

Specific readings (chapters, articles, web material) will be assigned throughout the course.
Draft Schedule

Due to the unpredictable nature of events in public policy, some class dates have purposefully been left open (“TBD”).  This flexibility in the schedule will allow time for class discussion of events as they occur.

January 19
Introduction to course goals, format, requirements; Overview of child development and public policy
January 21
Overview continued:  History and landscape



Science Policy

January 26
Federal funding for research I:  Budget and appropriations process; re-authorization process
January 28
Federal funding for research II: Overview of funding agencies; 

[Agencies:  ACF, ASPE, IES, NIH (NICHD, NIMH, NIDA, NIAAA, OBSSR), NIJ]
February 2
Federal funding for research III:  Peer review process; threats to peer review; grant-writing


February 4
Science policy topics:  The National Children’s Study; America Competes Act, “Home” for basic behavioral science; BSSc strategic plan
February 9
What is “scientifically-based evidence?”:  Policymaker and researcher views



Social Policy
February 11
Overview of the federal legislative process; boundaries between Executive Branch and Congress; important distinctions between Senate and House, federal and state policy processes

February 16
Knowledge transfer of research for policy I:  History and scholarly literature
February 18
Issues:  silos/stovepipes, policy is iterative; the importance of cost-benefit considerations
February 23
Guest Lecture
February 25
Guest Lecture
March 2
Knowledge transfer of research for policy II:
 Advocacy versus research

March 4
Knowledge transfer of research for policy III:  Knowledge brokers



(e.g., National Academies, professional organizations)

March 9
NO CLASS
March 11
NO CLASS
March 16
Role Play 

Deadline for choosing research-policy topics for oral presentation and written projects
March 18
Knowledge transfer of research for policy IV:  Translation

March 23
Example of the National Scientific Council on the Developing Child; collaboration with communication science 

March 25
Social Policies under consideration I
April 1

Social Policies under consideration II
April 6

TBD
April 8

TBD
April 13
TBD

Deadline for research-policy papers
April 15
Oral Presentations:  Mock testimony
April 20
Oral Presentations:  Mock testimony

April 22
Role of the media in disseminating research


Examples of press coverage of developmental science

April 29
LAST CLASS.  Career opportunities in bridging research and policy
May 4

NO CLASS
May 6

Final Projects Due: Research abstract, Op Ed piece, 
Policy Brief
Suggested topics for oral presentation and writing projects

Poverty, Welfare Reform (TANF), Child support, After-school programs, , Child Welfare (e.g., CAPTA, Child Abuse and Neglect, Adoption, Foster Care, Youth Aging out of Foster Care), Youth Development, Child Care, Early Intervention (e.g., Home Visitation Programs), Early Education (Head Start, Early Learning Challenge Fund), School Reform (ESEA- formerly NCLB), Special Education, Health (e.g., Title V, SCHIP, Obesity, WIC, school nutrition programs, health disparities, teen pregnancy, abstinence programs), Mental health (e.g., mental health parity), Developmental Disabilities (e.g., Autism), Parental leave, Juvenile Justice (e.g., JJDBA, adolescent brain development, decision-making, and criminal sentencing, death penalty), Homelessness, Violence (e.g., domestic violence, school bullying, school violence, gang violence); Children and Disaster; Military Families
