George Mason University

SYLLABUS

Summer 2010

INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY 100/C01-40090

MTWR 930-1145 AM

INSTRUCTOR:  SARAH D’ELIA

OFFICE:  David King Hall, Psychology Department

PHONE:  703-319-2427

EMAIL:  SarahDelia@gmail.com  (best way to reach me)

OFFICE HOURS: 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO AND AFTER CLASS SESSIONS (BY APPOINTMENT) Mailbox: David King Hall 2001

REQUIRED TEXT: The Science of Psychology, Laura King

I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
     A.  Introduction To Psychology 100/C01-40090 is a survey course in 
         General Psychology.  The intent of the course is to:

· Provide the student with an introduction to the field of Psychology
 and  an understanding of the core concepts of Psychology
· Help the student apply knowledge to everyday life, and

· Assist the student in the development of analytical thinking and  communication skills, based on psychological concepts. 
B.  The topics covered will include Positive Psychology, Scientific Methods, Biological Foundations of Behavior, Human Development, Memory, Learning, Sensation and Perception, Social Psychology, Personality, Psychological Disorders, and Therapies.

II.
CLASS PROCEDURES:  The class is a mixture of lecture, discussion,
           film, and individual/group assignments.  The study of psychology offers
           multiple opportunities for the development of critical thinking skills and
           communication skills.  Psychology presents various ideas which are open
           to debate and question.
           Discussion and debate will provide the class foundation, so that students

           will learn how to support statements, to listen and to respect the ideas
           of others.

III.
ATTENDANCE: 
A.  A significant amount of information will be covered in class, and your
     participation is central to the success of the course. 
B.  Each student is expected to attend each class and arrive on time as
     attendance is its own reward. 
C.  Please arrange any late arrivals or early departures as to not distract
     other students and the learning environment. 
D.   PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE ON EXAM DAYS. 
E.   If you are absent from a class, it is your responsibility to obtain
      material covered in class and to make up any missed assignments.

F.   If you are unable to attend class on a regular basis, it is your
      responsibility is to withdraw from class Failure to withdraw may result
      in receiving an F for the class. The last day to drop this course is
      July 16th.
IV.
EXAMINATIONS:  
A.  There will be four examinations, including the final exam.  Each exam 
     determines 20% of your grade, and a group presentation will
     determine 10% of your grade. 
B.   Each exam will contain multiple-choice, definitions, short-answer
      and/or essay questions, or presentation material. 
C.   A review will be conducted in class prior to the examination, and the
      test format with sample questions will be presented. 
D.   If you need more time to complete an examination, you should speak 
      with the instructor, and arrangements will be made accordingly. 
E.    Make-up exams will only be permitted in unusual circumstances and

      must be arranged with the instructor before the exam is given. 
F.    Cheating is grounds for course failure. 
V.
IN/OUT OF CLASS OR GROUP ASSIGNMENTS:  
A.  There will be approximately 5 assignments worth a total of 3% of
     your final grade that will be completed either outside of class or
     during class.

B.  The purpose of these assignments is to help the student think about
     how psychological concepts might be applied to everyday life, to think
     about issues in Psychology, to help us(instructor and student)
     exchange ideas, and to practice  critical thinking skills.

VI.   RESEARCH PARTICIPATION:  
For 7% of the grade, all students either are required to serve for five hours as participants in psychological research, or to attend alternative lectures .
VII.
GRADING:  The final grade you receive will be calculated as follows
           based on a combination of all exams, attendance, and assignments.

A=100-90%   B=89-80%    C=79-70%    D=69-60%    F below 60%

VIII.
SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESS:  
· Read the assigned chapters prior to coming to class and be prepared for class discussion.

· Take notes during class and review your notes prior to the next class session.

· Come to class.

· If you do miss a class, find out from a study buddy or partner what you missed form the previous week.

· If you need help, ask for it.  Meet with me individually, call my office, or email me.

· If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474

· Honor Code: George Mason University has an honor code which states that students pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters to academic work.
· We will work in groups, and there will be take home exams.

I encourage dialogue and discussion in class. Your work must be your own and any violations will be reported to the Honor Code Committee, and may result in a failing grade for the course.

· All cell phones should be turned off during class time.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

Date


Discussion




Read
7/6


Introduction to Course Requirements






Positive Psychology
7/7


History 




Chapter 1




Scientific Methods



Chapter 2

7/8


Cont’d Scientific Methods


Chapter 2




Biological Foundations


Chapter 3 




Review for Exam 1





7/12
      

EXAM 1 (due)



Chapters 1,2,3 




Human Development


Chapter 4

7/13


Cont’d Human Development

Chapter 4




Begin Sensation and Perception

Chapter 5

7/14


Cont’d Sensation and Perception

Chapter 5

Guest Speaker-Cochlear Implants





7/15


States of Consciousness


Chapter 10




Review for Exam 2
7/19


EXAM  2 (due)



Chapters 4,5,10




Learning




Chapter 6

7/20


Cont’d Learning



Chapter 6 




Memory




Chapter 7

7/21


Cont’d Memory



Chapter 7





Thinking, Intelligence, Language

Chapter 8




Review for Exam 3





7/22


EXAM 3 (due)



Chapters 6,7,8 




Social Psychology



Chapter 9




Guest Speaker, Terrorism and Intelligence
7/26


Personality




Chapter 11




Psychological Disorders


Chapter 12




Discuss/Begin Group Project

7/27


Therapies




Chapter 13 

Group Projects/Presentations


7/28


Group Projects/Presentations






8/2


Review for Final Exam
8/3


FINAL EXAM (in class)
