
PSYC 211- Developmental Psychology

M-Th 12:00-2:15
David King Hall 1006 

Course Syllabus – Summer 2010
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructor:

Timothy W. Curby, PhD

Office:


1014A

Office Phone:

703-993-2457







Office Hours:

Th.  2:30 – 3:30 +  by  appt.

Email:


tcurby@gmu.edu




Course Description:

Developmental science is the study of how humans change and how they stay the same throughout the course of their lives. As a survey course, we will cover large swaths of human development including cognitive, emotional, and social development throughout the lifespan. 
Textbook
Annual Editions: Human Development 10/11
Course Requirements and Assignments
· Attendance 10%
The easiest way to do well in this class is to simply show up. 

· Exams 50%
There is a mid-term and a final, each worth 25%.  These tests will primarily consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer items. These exams will rely heavily on material covered in class.  No make-up exams will be given, except under extraordinary circumstances beyond the student's control, and this would have to be arranged in advance. 

· Interview 20% 
Each student will conduct an interview/observation and write up what they found.  The purpose of the interview is the see how concepts that are discussed in class play out in real life. The interview is to center on a particular age range. After conducting the interview, students will write up a 5-7 page reaction.  The reaction will primarily relate what was said in the interview to material from class and from readings.  Short quotations may be used in support of your points.  Questions asked need to be included as an appendix. Any interview write up submitted after the due date will not be accepted.  Additional interviews will not be graded.

The interview is expected to last 30-minutes.  Questions should elements of themes raised from class, but they can be far ranging is scope.  The interview does not need to take place in person, but is preferred.  Phone or video interviews are okay.  Email interviews are not.  You may select any age range you wish, but the due date varies by the age range you choose:
1. Infant – childhood (Due 7/19):  Interview a parent of a young child. Observe the child if you can. Parent may not be your parent.
2. Adolescence (Due 7/26):  Interview an adolescent.  May interview the parent in addition (but not instead) to the adolescent. The adolescent may not be in your immediate family.

3. Middle and Late Adulthood (Due 8/2): Interview someone over the age of 60.  May not be a parent, but may be a grandparent.

· Article Reactions 20%
Each student will write up 4 (out of a possible 5) weekly article reactions. Each week there will be several assigned readings.  The purpose of the article reactions is to relate what was talked about in that week’s article(s) to concepts talked about in class and each other. Each reaction should be 1 – 1 ½ pages single spaced.  Each reaction must be turned in on Thursday’s class in order to count for that week.
The Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm).  Students are encouraged to study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of exam items or answers between students may take place. For all work, the name that appears on the paper must be the author. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately reported according to GMU procedures.  The instructor reserves the right to use software to determine the extent to which the work is the student’s. The instructor for this course also reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Miscellaneous
Please activate and check (or forward) your GMU email.

Audio recording of classroom lectures is not allowed without explicit permission by the instructor.

Students may not reproduce any portion of the exam (including uploading to the Internet).

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Life is stressful and we all need a little support sometimes. Students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services (364 Student Union I) at 993-2385 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs so please feel free to talk with me for help with anything.
Tentative Schedule
	
	
	
	Topic 1
	Topic 2
	Interview Due
	Article Reactions
	AE Reading

	1
	7/6/2010
	Tues
	Course Overview
	Biological Theories
	
	
	3,4

	2
	7/7/2010
	Wed
	Psychoanalytic Theories
	Cognitive Theories
	
	
	6,7

	3
	7/8/2010
	Thu
	Classical Conditioning I
	Classical Conditioning II
	
	1
	8,11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	7/12/2010
	Mon
	Operant Conditioning
	Humanistic Psychology
	
	
	10

	5
	7/13/2010
	Tues
	Adaptive Motives
	Proactive Coping
	
	
	

	6
	7/14/2010
	Wed
	Prenatal, Birth
	Infancy
	
	
	9,12

	7
	7/15/2010
	Thu
	Brain Development
	Self-regulation, Fine motor skills
	
	2
	13

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	7/19/2010
	Mon
	Parenting I
	Schools
	1
	
	19,20

	9
	7/20/2010
	Tues
	Language Development, Private Speech
	Mop-up
	
	
	

	
	7/21/2010
	Wed
	Mid-Term Exam
	Peer Relations
	
	
	

	10
	7/22/2010
	Thu
	Change During Adolescence
	Identity
	
	3
	5,28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	7/26/2010
	Mon
	Friendship/Peers
	Adolescents in school
	2
	
	

	12
	7/27/2010
	Tues
	Emerging Adulthood
	Emerging Adulthood
	
	
	32

	13
	7/28/2010
	Wed
	Marriage/Divorce
	
	
	
	

	14
	7/29/2010
	Thu
	Work
	Stress
	
	4
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	8/2/2010
	Mon
	Change During Late Adulthood
	Retiring
	3
	
	35,38,39

	16
	8/3/2010
	Tues
	Senescence; Alzheimer’s/Dementia
	Successful Aging, Erikson
	
	
	

	
	8/4/2010
	Wed
	NO CLASS STUDY DAY
	
	
	
	

	
	8/5/2010
	Thu
	FINAL EXAM
	
	
	5
	



