PSYC 300 Lab 

Statistics in Psychology

Summer 2010
Innovation Hall 333
Section 2B1 (CRN 40104): Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00-5:50 pm

Instructor: Deepti Gupta 

Email: dgupta2@gmu.edu 
Office: David King Hall Rm1020P (Cognition, Affect, and Temperament Lab)

Office Hours: Tuesdays 3:00 – 4:00 pm or by appointment

Text: Gravetter, F. J., & Wallnau, L. B. (2009). Statistics for the behavioral sciences (8th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.

Lab Objectives: 

This lab is designed to reinforce the material from PSYC 300 lectures and allow you to practice the statistical methods you will learn in class.  Lab also provides a time for students to ask questions and review difficult concepts with the teaching assistant.

Grading:
Your grade in this lab will account for approximately 20% (70 points) of your final PSYC 300 grade and will be assessed based on your homework and in-class assignments.  Final lab grades will be reported out of 70 points.

Homework (50%): You will have 8 homework assignments throughout the semester.  Homework will be given at the end of lab each week, with the exception of periods before an exam, and will be due at the beginning of the following week’s lab meeting.  If you must miss class, up to two homework assignments will be accepted for full credit if turned in via email by the time lab begins. Late work will be accepted up to one week late for half credit. Beyond that, no credit will be given for late work. Homework will be collected and graded on a 5-point scale based on effort and completion:


5 points – all problems attempted with all necessary work shown


3 points – at least half of all problems attempted and/or not all necessary work shown


1 point – less than half of all problems were attempted, very little or no work shown

A total of 40 possible homework points may be earned throughout the semester.  After homework is collected, I will collect and check the answers for you. Homework will be returned at the following class meeting.  If collected during the period before an exam, answers will be emailed to students to aid in studying. 
In-Class Assignments (50%): During each non-exam lab meeting, you will complete an activity designed to reinforce lecture material.  Assignments will include both independent and focused group work.  You will also have the opportunity to work with the statistical software SPSS (Statistical Program for Social Sciences). Students will not have the opportunity to make up these assignments, so lab attendance is essential. You will complete 11 assignments worth 5 points each (following the above grading scale). The lowest in-class assignment grade will be dropped for a maximum of 50 possible in-class assignment points. Effort and completion of in-class assignments will generally be determined by instructor observation throughout class meetings. These assignments will be duly collected for a more thorough grading to monitor student effort throughout the semester.

Extra Credit: You can earn up to 2 absolute points towards your final grade by participating in Psychology Experiments worth 2 credit hours through the Sona-systems. 
Exams: Although not part of your lab grade, you will take your three semester exams during lab time. Student input will be sought to determine the format of in-class reviews before each exam. 

Schedule*:
	Date
	Book Chapters 
	Homework due

	6/8
	Chapter 1 – Introduction

Chapter 2 – Frequency Distributions
	

	6/10
	Chapter 2 – Frequency Distributions

Chapter 3 – Central Tendency
	HW1

	6/15
	Chapter 4 – Variability

Chapter 5 – z-Scores 
	HW2

	6/17
	EXAM 1 (Chapters 1-5)
	

	6/22
	Chapter 6 – Probability

Chapter 7 – Distribution of Sample Means
	

	6/24
	Chapter 8 – Hypothesis Testing
	HW3

	6/29
	Chapter 9 – Introduction to the t Statistic
	HW4

	7/1
	EXAM 2 (Chapters 6-9)
	

	7/6
	Chapter 10 – The t Test for Two Independent Samples 
	

	7/8
	Chapter 11 – The t Test for Two Related Samples
Chapter 12 – Estimation 
	HW5

	7/13
	Chapter 13 – Introduction to Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)
	HW6

	7/15
	Exam 3 (Chapters 10-13) 
	

	7/20
	Chapter 14 – Repeated-Measures of Analysis Variance (ANOVA)
Chapter 15 – Two-Factor Analysis of Variance 
	HW7

	7/22
	Chapter 16 – Correlation

Chapter 17 – Regression & Review for Final exam
	HW8

	7/27
	REPLACEMENT EXAM
	


* subject to change

George Mason Honor Code: Working in a group to discuss course material is encouraged, but all assignments submitted for the lab (unless otherwise specified) should represent your own work. All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class and are detailed in your university catalog. 

Disability Help: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Last Day to Add: June 11
Last Day to Drop: no tuition penalty – June 11
Check http://summer.gmu.edu/registration.html for details.
